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ADVERTISEMENT. 



THE, Dissertation which stands 
first in the following pages was evi- 
dently written in connexion with the 
three Discourses on the Faith of the 
Samaritans, published in the second 
volume of Bishop Horsley's Ser- 
mons ; anMl appears by the form of 
compellation to have been, like them, 
originally delivered from the Pulpit. 

It came into the Editor's hands 
m loose and unconnected sheets, and 
these were not arranged and exami- 
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ned by him till long after the publi- 
cation of the two first volumes of 
Sermons. After he had examined 
them, he found them to contain an 
unfinished Essay, which evidently 
had never been prepared by the 
Author for the press. He therefore 
laid it aside. But having shewn it^ 
during his stay in London in the 
month of May last, to some literary 
friends, he was strongly advised to 
publish it; for though confessedly 
an incomplete work, yet it was 
deemed worthy of publication, as 
displaying the Bishop's thoughts on 
an important subject. ' 

, . . < . . • ' 

In this opinion he anxiously hopes 
the literary world in general may be 
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•^ispo^ -to a^ipee. But if not, 1^ it 
be Femembered, that 'the blame of 
publieation (if thejre be any) rests 
with the Editor' not the Author; 
for it is again irepeat^, ' that rthe 
Manuscript was not left in that state 
in which the latter, had he been 
living, would have published it : In- 
deed a note found in one of the 
pages of the Manuscript expressly 
states, that it was the Author's in- 
tention to have revised it. 

To the Dissertation the Editor 
has added nine hitherto unpub- 
lished Sermons, collected and ar- 
ranged from scattered and mutilated 
Manuscripts; but which, in his 
opinion, now that they are arran- 



Digitized by 



Google 



L . 



gedy display the same vigour of 
thought, and th.e same masterly 
powers of expk>un^g Scripture, 
as characterize his Father's other 
Theological Works. 
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DISSERTATION, 



THE expectation of an extraordinary person 
who should arise in Judea^ and be the instrument 
of great improvements in the manners and condition 
of mankind^ was almost if not altogether universal 
at the time of our Saviour's birth ; and had been 
gradually spreading and getting strength for some 
time before it. The fact is so notorious to all who 
have any knowledge of antiquity^ that it is needless 
to attempt any proof of it. It may be assumed as a 
principle^ which even an infidel of candour would 
be ashamed to deny ; or if any one would deny it, 
I would decline all dispute with such an adversaiy 
as too ignorant to receive conviction^ or too disingen« 
uous to acknowledge what he must secretly admit. 

B 



Digitized by 



Google 



14 

If we inquire what were the general grounds of 
the expectation which so generally prevailed^ the an- 
swer to the question is exceedingly obvious : That 
the ground of this expectation was probably some 
traditional^ obscure remembrance of the original 
promises. But the great point is^ to discover by 
what means this remembrance was perpetuated in 
the later and darker ages of idolatry^ when the 
name of Jehovah was forgotten^ and his worship 
neglected^ except in one nation in which the know- 
ledge and worship of the invisible Creator was mi- 
raculously pi'eserved. 

Now my conjecture is^ that this was effected by a 
collection of very early prophecies^ which werftj^om- 
mitted to writing in a very early age/ and were ac- 
tually existing in many parts of the worlds though 
little known till the extirpation of Paganism^ by 
the propagation of the Gospel. I am well aware 
how extravagant such an opinion may appear in 
this incredulous age. But I stand not in the judg- 
ment of infidels^ I speak to a Christian audience. 
They will judge of the probability of my asser- 
fion^ when I have stated the grounds on which I 
fcuildit. 
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For the more perspicuous arrangement of my 
argument I shall divide it into two parts. — 

Firsts I shall prove the fact from historical evi- 
dence^ that the Gentile world in the darkest ages 
was in possession^ not of vague and traditional^ but 
of explicit written prophecies of Ghrist When I 
have established the fact^ and by that means, shewn 
the immediate cause of the expectation which so 
generally prevailed^ I shall then produce the more 
remote and higher cause^ and prove that these 
written prophecies ^ were , the remains of divine 
oracles of the e^Jiiest ages. 

First, For the fact that the Gentile world in the 
darkest ages was possessed of explicit written 
prophecies of Christy I shall found the proof of it on 
the contents of a very extraordinary book^ which was 
preserved at .Borne under the name of the oracles of 
the GumsBan Sibyl^ which was held in such venera- 
tion that it was deposited in a stone chest in the 
temple of Jupiter in the capitol^ and committed to 
the care of two persons expressly appointed to that 
office. For the contents of this book I shall make no 
appeal to the quotations of the ancient fathers. I 
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am well persuaded that many of them were deceived^^ 
and that the verses which they produce as prophe- 
cies of Christ found in the Sibylline books^ and 
which contain rather a minute detail of the miracu- 
lous circumstances of our Saviour's life than general 
predictions of his advent and his office^ were scanda- 
lous forgeries. And God forbid that I should en- 
deavour to restore the credit of an imposture that 
hath been long since exploded. At the same time I 
must observe^ that though this censure be just as ap- 
plied to the later fathers, yet the testimony of the 
earlier, of Justin Martyr in particular, and of Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus, seem desdrving of more credit : 
Not so much for the great learning and piety of 
those venerable writers, for with all this they were 
very capable of giving too easy credit to what might 
seem to serve their cause ; but because they Uved 
before the age of pious frauds, as they were called, 
commenced, and while the Sibylline books wei;e 

* It is remarkable, however, that Celsus charged the Christians 
of his time with interpolating the SibjIIine books. Origen chal- 
lenges him to support the accusation by specific instancef of 
the fraud, and insinuates that the most ancient copies of those 
books had the passages which Celsus esteemed insertions of the 
Christians. Contra Cslsum, p. 368, 369. E, 
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extant; so that tbey might easily have heen eoiifa- 
ted by the heathens^ had they alledgedas quotations 
from those books^ forged predictions which appear- 
ed not in the authentic copies. Of their evidence 
however I shall not avail myself; for I would build 
my ass^ion on noiie but the most solid ground. I 
shall therefore take my idea of the contents of these 
books entirely from the testimony of heathen writers. 
At least I shall make no use of any assertion even 
of the earliest fathers ; much less shall I credit any 
of the quotations of the later^ except so far as I find 
them supported by the most unquestionaUe heathen 
evidence. 

Among heathen writers^ I believe^ it would be in 
vain to seek for any quotations of particular passa- 
ges from the Sibylline oracles. They never made 
any. For^ to produce the words of the Sibylline 
text^ would have been dangerous violation of a law^ 
by which' the publication of any part of these wri- 
tings wils made a capital offence. We have how- 
ever 9uch representations of the general argument of 
the book^ and of the general purport of particular 
prophecies^ as afford a strong presumption in favour 
of the opinion we have advanced^ that it was com- 
posed of adulterated fragments of the patriarchal 



Digitized by 



Google 



.18 

prophecies and records^ and tbat put it out of doubt^ 
that of mnch of the prophetic part the Messiah was 
the specific subject* 

From tiie general argument of the book as it is 
represented by heathen writers^ it is very evident 
that it could be no forgery of heathen priestcraft; 
for this reaso% that it i^as exceedingly unfavorable 
to that, system of idolatrous superstition^ which it 
was the great concern and interest of the heathen 
priesthood to propagate and support ; and this was 
probably the true reason that the Roman Senate 
committed the book to the custody of two of the. Au- 
gural College^ and kept it from the inspection of the 
vulgar by the severest laws. Now this extraordinary 
fact^ that it was little for the interests of idolatry that 
the contei^is of the Cuqi»an oracles should be divul- 
ged;^ we learn from a dispute which was keenly agita- 
ted at Rome^ between the friends of Julius Caesar and 
the leader of the republican party; in the course of 
which a member of the Augural College in the heat 
of argument let the secret out. 

Julius Cs&sar^ you know^ attained the height of 
his power within a few years before our Saviour's 
birth: little was wanting to his greatness but the 
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title of a king of which he was ambitious. The dif- 
ficulty was to bring the Senate to confer it ; for^ 
without their sanction it was unsafe to assume it« 
One of his adherents tiicmght of an expedient not 
unlikely to succeed. He produced a prophecy from 
the Cum»an Sibyl of a king who was to arise at 
this time^ whose monarchy was to be universal^ and 
whose government would be necessary and essential 
to the happiness of the world. The artful statesman 
knew^ that if he could once create a general persua* 
sion upon the credit of this prophecy^ that universal 
monarchy was to be established^ and that the state 
of the world required it^ the difficulty would not be 
great to prove^ that G»sar was the person of his times 
best qualified to wield the sceptre. 

The republican party took the alarm. Tully was 
at that time its chief support^ and his great abilities 
were called forth to oppose this stratagem of the 
dictator's faction. In his opposition to it he brings 
no charge of falsification against those who alleged 
this prophecy. He denies not that a prophecy to 
this effect was actually contained in the Sibylline 
books^ to which as a member of the Augural College 
he had free access^ and when he allowed the exis* 
tence of the prophecy^ he was a better potitician 
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thai! to maketbe application of it to Ciesar the point 
of controversy^ and to risk the success of his opposi- 
tion to the schemes of 0»sar's party upon the precau- 
tious success of that particular qnestion. Confessing 
the prophecy he knew it was impolitic to attempt to 
apply it to any but a Roman^ and applying it to a 
Boman it had been difficult to draw it away from 
CsBsar. Vj6 therefore takes another ground. — 
Having granted that the prophecy was fairly alleged 
by the opposite party from the Sibylline books^ he 
attempts to overthrow the credit of the prophecy by 
a general attack on the credit of the books in which 
it was found. He affirms that these Sibylline ora- 
eles were no prophecies. His argument is> that in 
the writings of the Sibyl no marks are to be found of 
phxenzy or disorder^ which the heathens conceived 
to be the neeesiaiy state of every prophet's mind 
while he prophesied^ because the prophets of their 
oracular temples affected iti But these books^ he 
says^ carried such evident marks of art and stsdy^ 
particularly in the regular structure of the verse^ as 
proved that it was th^ work of a writer who had the 
natural ^se and possession of his faculties. This 
statement of TuUy's may be correct^ but his conclu- 
sion is erroneous^ at least it must appear so to us 
who take our notions of propfaetie style from the spe* 
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cimeiis which the Bible furnishes : for fhe true ptd^ 
phets were never impeded or disturbed in the natural 
use and possession of their faculties by the divine 
impulse. Their faculties were not disturbed^ but 
exalted and invigorated ; and in the most ani- 
mated of the sacred prophecies we find^ beside what 
might be the natural character of the prophetic stylei^ 
force> elevation^ and sudden transition^ — ^we find 
beside^ an exquisite art of composition^ and a won- 
derful regularity of versification. However, the Hd^ 
man critic having proved, as he imagined from this 
circumstance, that these Sibylline oracles were no 
prophecies, concludes his whole argument with this 
edifying remark : ^^ Let us then, says he, adhere to 
the prudent practice of onr ancestors ; let us keep 
the Sibyl in religious privacy ; these writings are in. 
deed rather calculated to extinguish than to propa- 
gate superstition.^^ This testimony is above all 
exception. TuUy, as an augur, had free Access to 
the book in question. It cannot be doubtc^d that he 
would improve his opportunities ; for he was a man 
of an exquisite taste, of much learned curiosity; 
and, with these endowments, of a very religious turii 
of mind. It is certain therefore that he speaks npoa 
the best information ; and he is the more to be cre- 
dited, as this frank confession fell from him in the 

C 
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heat of a politieal debate in wbich he took an interes* 
ted paxt. And from this testimony we may conclude, 
that the ancient fathers, whatever judgment is to be 
passed upon their pretended quotations from the Si- 
bylline books, were not mistaken in the general 
assertion, that the worship of the one true God, the 
doctrine of the immortality of tbe soul, and (tf a future 
retribution, were inculcated in these writings ; which 
it seeUds, in Tully^s judgment, (and a competent 
judge he was,) were proper weapons to combat idol- 
atry : and by what weapons may error be more sue- 
cessfolly combated than by the truth? 

If the 3ibylline (Hraeles in their general tenor wer^ 
unfriendly to the interests of idolatry, it is the less to 
be wondered, that they should contain predictions 
of its final extirpation : Of this I shall now produce 
the evid<mce; atill relying^ not upon particulai 
quotations, but upon the general allusions of the 
heathen writers. 

Tirgil the celebrated Roman poet flourished in the 
court of Augustus no long time before our Saviour's 
birth, when the general expectation of a person to 
appear who should abolish both physical and moral 
evil, was at the highest. 
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Among his works still extant is a eongratalatory 
poem addressed to a noble Soman, the poet's friend^ 
who bore the high office of consul at the lime when 
it was written. The occasion seems to haye been 
the birth of some child, in whose fortunes PolUo 
the poet's friend was nearly interested. The com- 
pliment to Pollio is double,^ being partly drawn from 
a flattering prediction of the inft&nt's future greatness, 
(for it is affrmed, that he will prove nothing less 
than the expected deliyerer,) and partly fit>m this 
ehrcumstance, that the year of Follio's consulate 
should be distinguished by the birth of such a child. 
Whoever should read this poem without a know- 
ledge of the history of the times would conclude, 
that it was a compliment to Pollio upon the birth of 
Ids own son* 

But it is a very extraordinary, but a very certain 
fact, tibat the consul had no son bom in the year of 
his consulate, or within any short time before or after 
it. Nor will the history i^ ttese times furnish us 
with any dnld bom within a moderate distance of 
Fottio's year of office, which, by its rank and con* 
Beaon with his famOy, mi^t secsn of spAcient im- 
poprtance to be the mb^t of this eongratulaiim, 
even when aB possible aUowaace has been made 
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for a poet's exaggeration and a courtier's flattery* 
But what is most worthy of remark^ and the most 
for my present purpose^ is the description which the 
heathen poet gives of the extraordinary person that 
^e expected ; of his origin^ his achievements, and 
the good consequences of his appearance ; which is 
fiucb, that if any illiterate person wh« was to hear 
this poem read in an exact translationy with the 
omission only of the names of heathen deities, and of 
Illusion to profane mythology, which occur in a few 
passages,— any illiterate person who was to hear 
the poem read witiii these omissions, which would not 
i|t,aU aSect the general sense of it, if he had not been 
told before that it was the composition of an heathen 
author, would without hesitation pronounce it to be a 
prophecy of the Messiah, or a poem at least upon that 
subject written in express imitation of the style of the 
Jewish prophets. The resemblance between the 
images of this pOem and those in which the inspired 
prqphets describe the times of the Messiah, has ever 
been remarked with surprke by the learned, as in- 
deed it b much t^o strikiiig to escape notice ; and 
many attempts haVe heen made to account for it 
It has beei\ imagined, ^at the poet had actually bor- 
l«owed Ms images from the prophets. The books 
fl t^ke Old Testament having been translated intei 
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the Greek language long before the days of Tirgil^ 
it has been ^upposed^ that he might have become 
conversant with the sacred writings in the Greek 
translation. 

Bat I see no rea9on to believe that these books 
were ever in any credit among the Romans^ or that 
the contents of them were known at all, except to 
some few who w^^ proselytes to the Jewbh 
religion. 

It has been supposed, that Herod's visit at the 
court of Augustas might be the, means of making 
the Roman poet acquainted with the Hebrew bards. 
Herod indeed was some months at Rome, but there 
is little probability that the king^ or any of his train^ 
bad leisure to be the poet's tutor in Hebrew learn- 
ing. It is very strange that in so many attempts to 
aocount for the extraordinary fact under considera- 
tion, more attention should not have been paid to the 
account which tlie poet himself has given of it. He 
refers to the oracles of the Cumsean Sibyl as the 
source from which he drew these predictions. And 
in this lay the whole force of his compliment tp 
Pollio, — That the child whose future greatness was 
the olfject of PoUio^S ambition, would prove to b^ 
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that per$mag0 whom the Cumman Sibyl had an- 
nounced 0$ a deliverer of the teorli from physical 
mid moral evil : For thai is the gam and substance 
of the character according to the poet's descriptim. 
Here^ theft; we have the clear testimony of this hea- 
then poet^ that the oracles of the Bibyl contained a 
prophecy^ wA accomplished when he wrote this con* 
gratuUtory poem to his friend^ bui likely to he accom- 
plished in the rising generation^ of the appearance 
of a very extraordinary person. We know that thb 
Jewish prophets marked the same time for the sear 
son of the Messiah'^ advent. From the strain of 
the poet's cQmpUnients we gatfaw the particulars 
qf the Sibylline prophecy in regard to the chiyracter 
which it aacribes to the person whose ag^arance 
it aimbtuiced ; we find that this j^aracter perfectly 
agrees with that of the MessiiA as it is drawn by the 
Jewish prophets ; the dilTi^eMe beii^oaly this^ that 
the Jewish proptiecies (|re more eireamstantial tibaii 
the Sibylline* 

The sum of the character is the same in both ; in 
its nature uneqaivocal, and sqch as eyen in the 
general outline could not possibly belong to different 
persons in the same age. 
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The object of tbe Sibylline oracle^ as well as the 
Messiah of the Jews^ was to be of heatenly extrac- 
tion^ — the high offspring of the gods^ the great seed 
of Jupiter. He was to strike an universal peace, 
and to command (he v^ole world ; and in this uni- 
versal goyemment he was to exercise his father's 
▼irtues. He was to abolish all violence and injus* 
tice, to restore the life of man to its original simplicity 
and innocence, and the condition of man to its tfrigt* 
nal happiness* He was to abolish ike causes of vio- 
lent death ; and all deaths considered as a curse, is 
violent. He was to kill the serpent, and purge the 
vegetable kingdom of its poisons* Tto blessings of 
his rdgn were to reach even to the brute creation ; 
for the beasts of the forest were to lose their savage 
nature, that tiie ox might graze in security within 
eight of the lion* 

It is evident^ therefore, that the Jevrish prophecies 
and the Sibylline oracles announce the same person, 
and of consequence, that the Sibylline oracles con- 
tained a prediction of the Messiah. Kor is it to be 
Wondered, that the images of sacred prophecy should 
abound in this treasure of the heathen temples, if it 
was composed of adulterated fragments of true pro- 
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phecies. The thing seems inexplicable upon &ny 
other supposition. 

Thus it appears^ that the Momans at least, in the 
ages of their worst idolatry^ were' in possession of a 
book which they held^ though they knew not why^ 
in religious veneration^ containing explicit prophe- 
cies of Christ. An extraordinary accident recorded 
in history furnishes an incontestable proof that the 
same prophecies were. extant in a very late age^ in 
various parte of the world. 

About a eentury before our Saviour's birth the 
book of the GnmsBan Sibyl was destroyed by a fire 
which broke out in the Capitol^ and consumed the 
temple where thQse writings were deposited. The 
Roman Senate thought it of so much importance to 
repair the loss^ that they sent persons to make a new 
collection of the Sibylline oracles in different parts 
of Asia^ in the islands of the Archipelago^ in Africa^ 
and in Sicily ; for in all these parts copies^ or at least 
fragments^ of these prophecies were supposed to be 
preserved. The deputies after some time returned 
with a thousand verses^ more or less^ collected ip 
different places^ from which the most learned men at 
Borne were employed to select what they judged the 
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most atitbentici and this collection was deposited to 
^lipply the loss of the original. 

I have now established my fact^ that ftbin the first 
ages of profane history to the very' time of our Sa- 
viour's birth, explicit predictions of him were extant 
in the Gentilfe ^vt)rld, in books which were ever 
holden in religious veneration, and which were de- 
posited in their temples. The matter of these pro- 
phecies, and the agreement of the imagery of their 
language, with what we find in the prophecies of 
holy writ, is I think a sufficient argument of their 
divine originaL Observe, I affirm not in general of 
the Sibylline ][K)oks that they were divine, much less 
do I affirm that the Sibyls were women who had the 
gift of prophecy. I believe that they were fabtilous 
personages^ to whom the ignorant heathens ascribed 
the most ancient of their sacred books, when the true 
origin-of them was forgotten. But the existence of 
these imaginary prophetesses, and the authority of 
the writings a.scribed to them, are distinct questions^ 
Whether the^e books contained prophecies of Christ 
is a question of fact in which the affirmative is sup* 
ported by the highest historical evidence. That 
these prof^hecies, wherever they might be fbund^ 
could be of no other than divine original, the matter 
and the style of them U in my judgment an irrefrag- 
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able argument ; when and where these prophecies 
were originally delivered, to whom they were ad- 
dressed^ and how they came to make a part of the 
treasure of the heathen temples^ are questiona which 
remain to be considered. 

That they weire drawn from the Jewish prophecies 
18 improbable ; for the books of the CumaBan Sibyl 
fell into the hands of the Romaps^ if we may credit 
their historians^ in a very early age, when they were 
an obscure inconsiderable people, without any con- 
nexions in the East, and long before any part of the 
Old Testament was extant in the Greek language* 
And yet after the first settlement of th6 Jews in Ca- 
naan, I ain persuaded that true prophets were no 
where to be found but in the Jewish church. These 
prophecies then, that were current in the Gentile 
world in later ages, since they were neither forgeries 
of the heathen priests, nor founded on the Jewish 
prophecies, 4niist have been derived from prophecies 
more ancient than the Jewish. They Were frag- 
mcnts (mutilated perhaps and otherwise corrupted,) 
but they were fragments of the most ancient prophe- 
cies of the patriarchal ages. By what means 
fragments of the prophecies of the patriarchal ages 
might be preserved among idolatrous nations is the 
difficulty to be explained. 
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To clear thhi question it will be uecessai^ to con- 
sider; what was the actual state of revealed religion 
in the interval between the first appearance of idol- 
' atry in the world and the institution of the Jewish 
church by Moses. 

I shall show you^ that tliough the beginning of 
idolatry through man's degeneracy was earlier ihxa 
might liave been expected^ its progress through 
Ood's gradous interposition was slower than is igm- 
erally believed : That for some ages after it begMli^ 
the world at large enjoyed th0 light of revelatiofii JE ' 
a. very considerable degree : That; while the cor- 
raptioii was gradually rising to its height^ Providencb 
was taking measures for the general restoration at 
the appointed season : That the gift of prophecy was 
vouchsafed long before the institiAion of the Mosaic 
church : That letters being in use in tiie ^ast lon^ 
before that epoeh^ the ancient prophecies Were com« 
mitted to writing ; and that^ by the mysterious ope* 
ration of that Providence which directs all tempora- 
ry and partial evil to everlasting and universal good, 
the blind superstition of idolaters was. itself made 
the means of preserving these writings^ not pnre^ 
but in a state that might serve the purpose of prepa- 
ring the GFentiles for the advent of oar Lord, and 
maintaining a reli^ous veneration for them. 
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I am then to eonsider what was the aetaal state 
of revealed religion^ between the first appearance 
of idolatry in the world and the institution of the 
Mosaic church by Moses. 

Mrstf It is obvious^ that the Worship of Jehovah 
was originally univepsal^ without any mixture of idol- 
atry among the sons Of Adam for some time aft^ 
the creation; and that it became universal again 
among the descendants of Noah for some ages after 
the flood. It is obvioas^ that so long as this was 
universal^ ihe promises lyould be universally remem- 
bered ; both the general promises of man's redemp-r 
tion^ and the particular promises of blessings to 
certain families ; and when the clefection to idolatry 
fiegan^ these particular promises w^uld be the means 
qf retarding its 4progres8; and of preserving the 
"Worship of the true God in the descendants of those 
to whom these promises were made, for some ages 
at least ftfter the revolt of the rest of oiianklitd.^ 

And, on the other hand, wherever the true wor-. 
$hip kept its ground, the promises cduld not sink 
into oblivion. 

Thus I conceive the promises to Abraham would 
for soine time be remembered, not only in Isaac V 
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family^ and in the twelve tribes of Ara,bians desceii* 
ding from Ishmiiel) but among the nations that arose 
frpm his sons by his second wife^ Keturah ; and 
these^ if I misitake not^ peopled the whole country 
that lay between the Arabian and the Persian Gulf^ 
and occupied consideralbilr tracts in Africa^ and in 
the upper part of Asia near the^ Gaispiiiii Sea ; and 
the memory of these promises^ in all these nation$|| 
would for several a^es keep the trae religion in 
some degree alive. So tiie earlier proinises to Sheni 
contained, in Noah's pi^ophetic benediction^ would 
be for some time remembered amqng his^ posterity j 
and accordingly we %nA from ancient hiatory^ that 
the Persians^ the Assyrians^ and^ the people of IMfe- 
sopotamiay the offsprii]^ of Shem^^ through his sons 
Eiam^ Ashury and Aram^ were amoi^ the last nar^ 
tions that fell into any gross idolatry* 

Now if we are right in tibese principles^ (and I 
think they are. prii^ciples in which it is impossible 
to be greatly in the wrong/ for the memory which J 
suppose of blessings promised to the head of a family , 
with which some degree of veneration for the Deity 
from whom they eame and by whose providence they 
were to be accomplished^ that is^ some degree of the 
true religipn \rould be inseparably connected; — ^th^ 
memory I ^$y of such bles&iings seeipas but a neces^^ 
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fltrj effect of that eomplacenej which men natarally 
feel in the notion that they havt^ aclaim^ or that they 
Ktand wiAin a probable expectation of a claim to 
hereditary honour and distinctions ;) but if we are 
right in the supposition of some long remembrance 
of the promises^ and a preservation of the tme religion 
among the descendants of the Patriarchs to whom 
ttie promise were given^ the first defection from the 
worship of flie true God could not be unirersal^ it 
eoold only be partial. And the effect of a partial 
defection would be^ that all the nations whose loyalty 
io the Sovereign Lord remained unshaken^ weulA 
take measures to resist the corruption and maintain 
jtmong themselves the true worship of the true God. 

Something of this kind seems to have happened 
early in the antediluvian world.. ^^ In the days df 
^^Enosmen began to call themselves by the name of 
^^ Jehovah/' At this time pious men took alarm at 
the beginning of idolatry in the reprobate family of 
Gain^ and formed themselves in a distinct party^ and 
took a name of dinsQnction to themf elves as worship, 
pers of the true Ood. They called themselves by 
the name of Jehovah as we now call ourselves by the 
nalue of Christ; and they probably made profession 
of the true religion by some public rites. 



Digitized by 



Google 



$5 

As human nature is in all ages mueh th^ same^ 
something similar is likely to have happened upon 
the first revival of idolatry after the flood. The mea- 
sures that were used for the preservation of the true 
religion were likely to he some one^ or all of tl»e$e« 

If any of the stations that adhered to the true Ood 
had in these ages the use of letters (and the use of 
letters in the East^ I am persuaded^ is of mitch 
greater antiquity than is generally supposed^) they 
would commit to writings and collect in books what 
tradition had preserved of the bepnning of the world 
and the promises to their ancestors, li^hese books 
would be committed to some public custody^ and 
preserved as a sacred treasure. 

That something of this kind was done^ appears 
I think from fragments which still remain of ancient 
JSastern histories^ which in certain particulars of the 
deluge^ and in the dates which they assign to the rise 
of the most ancient kingdoms^ are wonderfully con- 
aonant with the Mosaic records. 

Again^ the most interesting passages of the 
ancient history of the worlds particularly the promi- 
ses, they would put into verse^ that they might more 
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e&sily b^ comtnitted to memory* It would be part 
of tbexducation of the youth of both sexes and of all 
conditions^ to make them get these verses by heart. 
They would be set to music and siin^ at certain stated 
festivals. That this was done (tbat it could hardly 
b^ omitted) is highly probable^ because it was the 
tiniv^sal practice of all the nations of antiquity to 
record in so^g whatever they wished should be long 
remembered,— the exploits of their warriors^ their 
les$ons of morality, their precepts of religion, and 
their laws. They would institute ][»ublic rites, in ^ 
which the history of the old world and of tha privil- 
eged patriarchs in particular, would be cemmemo- 
jratted in certain enigmatical eeremoniesl In these 
there would be allusions to th,e deluge, to the ark^ 
toUie r^ven and the dove, to Noah's intoxication/ 
to the diJSerent behaviour of his three sons upon that 
occasion, to Abraham^s entertainment of his thr^e 
guests from heaven, to his battle with the confederatiB 
kings, to the offering of Isaac, to the exile of Hagar 
and her son, and other parts of patriarciial history. 
That something of this kind was done, appears, I 
think, by manifest allusions that we find to so^e of 
these particulars in the religious rites of some ancient 
nations, even after they became idolaters. These 
institutions would perhap&in t^e end be the means 
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ojT spreading tHe corraptibii they, were intended to 
resist. At the first they would be simple^ signift« 
cant^ perspicuous^ and of good effect; but- by 
degrees additions would bi^ made to theni witho]at 
any attention to the original meaning^ for no otbi^ 
purpose but to add to the gaiety ^.nd splendor, of the 
spectacle: And these improventeiits of the she# 
would be multiplied till they destroyed the sig^A^ 
cance of the symbol^ and rendered the simple and 
instructive rite^ first inconsistent^ tb^ obs^^e>i ab^ 
surd^ and unintejlligible^ at lasj; perhaps liuidykmi 
and obscene. , . 

This^ however^ would be the eon^equencie of k 
slow and gradual corruption | ai^d I ipention it 01%. 
io remark^ what extreme cautioii /should be t|ftid » 
introducing any thing into religious rites whidbmaj: 
too forcibly strike the grosser senses^ and by .UB|)eir<'' 
ceptible degrees change pjobUf ; iFCMV^bip froid «a 
employment of the intelie^^ j^t%j^%ami»ieisieiifci(i^ 
the imagination. Oiir churchy when,^be sepai^^tod; 
from the Roman communion^ wisely retrenched tb^ 
pomp and gaiety of shews and professions .whiles 
she retained every thing that was ^iruly ttug^sttiS audi 
might serve to elevate the mind of th^ worshipped.! 
Public worship should be simple without meaimess^. 
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dignified without pageantry. But this by the way/ 
I return to my subject. — 

These were the means whieh men were likely to 
employ^ (I shall comei aftefrwards to speak of means 
emptoy^d^ as I conceive^ by God himself); but 
ihese'are means which men would be likely to em- 
ploy to resist the progress of idoktry when it first 
began. 

Written collections of traditional history^ songs of 
high and holy argomenti rites and shews of histo- 
rical allonon : and these means could not but have 
a lasting and a gceat effect to preserve the true relh 
pffiif in some considerable degree at leasi^ among 
all the nations where they were practised ; that is^ 
not only among Abraham's descendants but in all 
the otiier branches of Shem's posterity. Among 
the Edomites^'Moabites^ Arabians^ Assyrians^ Per* 
sians^ and many other people of less note^ notwith- 
standing that many of these in later times became 
the worst of idokters. 

la what age or in what country idolatry made its 
&st appearance we have no certain information. 
The suspicion^ I think^ may reasonably fall upon 
Canafin^ from the curse which is so emphatically 
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pronoaaced upon him upon the oceasion of his fa« 
ther'fi erime^ rather than upon any other of Ham's 
descendants^ which must have had its reason in 
some particular impiety in the character of Canaan 
himself^ or of his early descendants. We have it 
however from the highest auAority^ that it prevailed 
in that part ol Meac^tamia n^re the race of the 
Chaldeans afterwards arose, in the days of Terah 
the father of Abrahaih. For JoaAiua begins his last 
exhortation to the Israelites with reminding them, 
that ^^ in old time their fathers dwelt on the other 
^^ side of the flood, even Terah the fother of Abra- 
^^ ham and the father of ^achor, and they served 
^^ other gods/' This passage puts it out of doubt 
that some sort of idolatry prevailed in Terah's time 
in his country. But it amounts not to a certain 
pro6f that Terah or any of his ancestors were them- 
selves idolaters ; for the expression, that they . ser- 
vedf necessarily . imports no more than that they 
lived as subjects in cfountrii^s where other gods 
were worshipped. In this sense it is said of the 
Jewish people in their dispersion, they should serve 
other gods; and y^t the Jews in their dispersions 
have never been idolaters. In the sequel of this 
same speech the service which the fathers of the 
Israelites, while they dwelt beyond the flood, paid 
to ifihet gods, is so expressly opposed to the wor- 
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f kip of Jehovfth now required of the Iiraelites^ that 
Mttle doubt can remain that the expression of ser- 
yin^ other gods is to be talcea here in its literal 
IB$;aiikig^<--^at the ancestors of Abraham^ and 
Abraham jhimself^ befc^e God's gracious caU| were 
infected M4th tb^ idolatiy whii^i in thtjt age prevail* 

It is not to my present puq^se to trnce the prot 
^ss of idolatry through all its different stages, it 
will be sufficient for me to shew, that for many agea 
the worship of the trne Gtoi subsisted, though pre- 
poateroufily blended with the superstitious adoration 
of fictitious deities and even of images. Just as a^ 
thia day ip the chureh of Borne, tiie Worship of the 
orer-blessed Trinity subsists in preqposterous eon- 
^iinetion with the idolatrous woriihip Qf cimomaBed 
inen 8.4^ innnlmate relies. 

Whc^n Abraham took up his abode in Gerar the 
ohiff city of the Philistine, Abimelech the king of 
Qerar became enamoqr<4 of his wife. Upon thifii 
fieci^iian God cam^ tq 4^vt^\eth, an^ the mqtive 
pf hie coming was in? mercy to Abimeljech, that he 
^ight |iQt ^nw desti^dion upon himself a^id upon 
{ijs fan^Uy by the indignity which he was upon the 
^iRt 9| 9fW? to Afcr«t^RBa^« wife. ^ ^rpw ,4Jh« 
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it hu bf^eiifrit^ g^eat pii(4)«bilUy eefieliidid^ Ihat 
ihii ^bimelaii^i and the people wkkk be governed 
were worsh^ptfs of God;. for it is not lil^ely tliat 
Buck teEd^ness isboold )iaTe faeea 9I10W11 to a wick- 
ed pmcA and a vri^ed mitiDib Sandi^s purity 
m^i baye been preserved by otber itaeans. H&t 
does tbe bamility and sobmipsion wi0i wbicb Abim- 
eleeb receives ibe beai^enly wiuming^ nor tbe severity 
witb wbiefai be exptMitulates; witb tbe piUriarcb for 
his up^t suspicion of bim luid bis subjects^ suit tbe 
cb^u;aeter jif <m6 Fba feaied not God> 

Again^ in tbe days of Isaae anotber Abimelecfa, 
tbe son or grandson of the former^ in an interview 
with Jbsiaao (the dbject of whieb yrtxH to compose 
name qnvrels tha| bad amen between Isaac's 
b^dsmen and bis own subjects)^ tells Isaae that 
be saw eertaii^ly that Jehovah was with b|ni. 
That under this conviction he solieited his friwd- 
ship and his peace ; and be calls Isaac the Messed, , 
of Jehovahp This is the language of one who fear« 
ed Jehovah^ and acknowli&dged his providence. la 
the days of Abraham therefore, and of Isaae, the 
worship of tbe true God was not yet extinguished 
among the idolaters of Palestipe. 



Digitized by 



Google 



42 

In MesopdtatDiEi in tiie same age^ the family of 
Nachor, Abraham's brother^ was not untainted with 
idolatry. Laban had certain images which he calls 
his gods^ for which it should seem that his daughter 
Baehel entertained some degree of veneration. 
Yet two occasions are recorded, npon which Laban 
mentibns the name of Jehovah^ and acknowledges 
his providence. The fitst Is when he receives 
Abraham's stewatd^ who came as a suitor on the 
part of Isaac to Rebecca ; the second^ when he soU 
emnly calls Jehovah to witness the^eciprocal en- 
gagements of fiiendship between Jacob and himself 

at their parting. 

'••«'••. -J 

In Egypt^ the great workshop of Satan^ where 
the molten imagea^ were east which in later ages 
all fee world adored^ — ^in Egypt idolal^ was in its 
mfaney (if it had at all gotten ground) in the days 
of Joseph. For when Joseph was brought to Pha* 
raoh to interpret his dreatn^ the holy patriarch and 
the Egyptian king speak of God in much the same 
language^ and with the same acknowledgment of 
his overruling providence. 

It may be added that this drei^^ though perhaps 
4he chief end of it was the elevation of Joseph and 
the settlement of JacoVs family in Goshen^ is some 
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argament of a care of proiidence for the !E^grptiaB 
people ; for by tlus aiereUiil waraiog th^ were tm* 
abled to provi4e against the seven years of famine. 
Idolatry therefore in this iwuitxy wan in no ad* 
vaneed state in Joseph's time^ and ilie settlement 
of the patriarchs there^ an^ the n^^nk and autbwiiy 
that Joseph held^ must have checked its growth for 
spme considerable period. 

At the time when the Israelites Went oat of Egypt,- 
that conotvy a9d the.ls|id of Ganfuinr w^e snnk in 
the gfoissest idolatiy* The name of JehoYah was 
forgotten, and in thi pi)blie religion m. trices wete 
remaining of his worship. And*yei ^ exilmples 
upon record of partienlar persons who amid ihe 
general apostaey retained some attai^mrat to the, 
service of the trne God, a&rd I thii^ an argimiefl^, 
that in either country tiiis ^ctreme d^g^eracy was 
at ^at time of nd very ancient date* 

The two Egrptian womra to whom Pharaoh 
committed the iniqnitons business of slifling the male 
children of the Hebrews ip the birth ^^ feared Gad/^ 
L e. they feared ^the tme God.; for the sope^titiQlis 
fear of idols is never in the Scdptnre latignage 
called the fear of God. They feared God in tiat 
degree that they would not execute ihe king's com- 
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Hand ; and^ that tli6 true t^t of God was the motive 
fimn wbicti they aeted^ i^pears from the reeom* 
pense they feecdved : ^^Beeansei the midwivcts fear* 
^^ ed God^ God dealt well #iji^ them and oMtde their 
^^ famiiie« ^feat and prctoperdm.^' The mixed mill* 
titude whiefa went with fifoses oort of Egypt, thoagb 
Qot genttine Israelites^ were surely in some degree 
worshippers of the God of Israel ; for idolaters, in 
the proper sense of the word, would hardly have 
been permitted to follow the armies of the* Ldrd. 
And alt^^r fdrty years^ when the Israelites arrived 
9t ike land'Oi 6aimui| log^ua's spie^ fonnd hi Ae 
Umnoi Jeridid a woman who <5onf6ssed t^t ^ Jie- 
^^iKoirah the God' of Israel, he Is God in heaven 
^^ above and in the earth beneath^'' Atfd from thi# 
pnsoasion and in eoiident expectaXkin of the ex- 
eei^on of Us ipi^geanee on her giiilty eounfey, $he 
entertained the IsradiM^h sj^es and managed their ^ 
escape, for whidi she is eommemorated by St. 
Paul in his epistle to the Hebrews amimg the emi- 
nent examples of fiiitb. ' 

These remains of true rifil^bn'wMch were found 
in Egypt and Canaan so late ad fh6 days of Moses 
and Joshua ate I think a prdof^ fliat a total aposta-' 
cy from Ae invisille Creator to the worship of Sc- 
titioui deities as tite iolo mana|^ and masters of 
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thi» lower worlds general as it was now become^ 
had.jiot however long prevailed in the coontri^ 
where the corruptions of idolatry were of the longest 
standing, and may be supposed to have made the 
greatest advances. 

And as for the idolatry c^ the older and the mildr 
er sort, which retaining the worship of the true Bod 
and acknowledging his provideqce, added a super- 
stitious adoration of certain inferior spints, who 
were supj^ed to have a delegated command under 
the controul of the Supreme over different parts of 
nature, from this even the ohosen family itself waji 
iaot always pure* 

When the patriarch was to take up his abode at 

Bethel, the place wh^e God appeared to him wlien 

iie fled from Esau^ which he considered as sanctified 

by God's immediate presence, we find him ordering 

his household to put away their strange gods; of 

which they had no small variety, as appears by the 

sacred historian's ^expression, that in compliance 

wiUi this injunction they gave unto Jacob all tbdr 

strange gods. These were probably the idols 

which Rachel brought with her from MesopoUimia^ 

with others introduced by Judah's marriage wtth 

the daughter of a Canaanite. 

F 
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Upon occasion of this removal to Bethel the patri- 
arch reformed the worship of his family and his de- 
pendants^ and took measures to prevent an immediate 
revival of the corruption. He put the objects of 
superstitious adoration out of sights burying the idols 
under an oak near Sliechem. But none that is con- 
versant with the sacred history of the Israelites can 
doubt^ that after Jacob's death his descendants con- 
tracted a new stain^ and in the later years of their 
sojournment in Gosljien were deeply infected with 
the idolatry which then prevailed in Egypt^ to which 
in the desert they discovered an attachment. The 
molten calf they made in Horeb was surely not the 
first they had worshipped. 

I have now considered as I proposed the general 
state of religion in the world before the institution of 
the Jewish church. I have shewn you the seductive 
form in which idolatry began and the slow progress 
that it made ; which is partly to be ascribed to the 
means employed by pious nations in the beginning 
to resist the corruption^ but in much greater part^ as 
I sh^ll hereafter shew, to the merciful providence of 
God. Idolatry in that malignant form which disowns 
the true God, and attaches itself entirely to fictitious 
divinities, prevailed nowhere till some short time> 
perhaps a century or more before the deliverance 
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of the Israelites from thcor Egyptian bondage. 
Idolatry in its milder forni; acknowledging the Su- 
preme Providence^ and retaining the fear and wor- 
ship of the true God^ but adding the superstitious 
worship of fictitious deities^^ prevailed evety ^here 
from the days of Abraham^ his single family excep- 
ted } insoqduch that after the death of Abraham and 
Isaac^ the chosen family itself was from time to time 

infected. 

• - ■ 

Now it is to be observed^ that pa^nism in this 
milder form was rather to be called a corrupt than a 
false religion ; just as at this day the religion of the 
church of Rome is more properly corrupt t%m false* 
It is not a false religion; for the professors of it 
receive^ with the fullest submission of the understand, 
ing to its- mysteries^ the whole gospel. They fear 
God. They trust in Christ as the Author of salvation. 
They worship the three Petsons in the unity of the 
Godhead, ^he Roman church therefore hath not 
renounced the trutb> but she has r corrupted it ; and 
she hath corrupted it in the very same manner^ and 
nearly in the same disgree^ in which the truth of the^ 
patriarchal religion was corrupted by the first idola- 
ters ; adding to the fear and worship of Godand his 
Son^ the inferior fear and worship of deceased men^ 
whose spirits they suppose to be invested with some 
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delegated authority over Ghrist^s church on earth. 
JUow the corruptions beinf; so similar in kind and 
pretty equal in degree^ the ijiolaters of antiquity and 
the papists of modern times seem much upon a 
footing. 

Nor can I understand that these idolaters^ so long 
as they acknowledged the providence and retained 
the worship of the true God^ and believed in the 
promises to the fathers^ weremore separated from the 
church of Noah by their corruptions^ than the papists 
now by similar corruptions^ are separated from the 
true catholic church of Christ. 

The aneient idolaters wete not separated from the 
patriarchal church till their superstition ended in a 
total apostasy. The superstitions of Koilianists may 
terminate in a similar apostasy equally complete^ 
and then will they be equally separated from the 
church of Christ. And this I say not in any bitter- 
ness of zeal against those of the Roman communion^ 
whom I maintain to be as yet a part of the great 
Shepherd's flock^ although in danger of being lost^ 
but merely to compare past things with present^ and 
to show by the analgy of modem limes what was the 
true state of religion in the world at large in the mid- 



Digitized by 



Google 



49 

41e ag6s of idolatry between its firdt rise and its last 
stage of a totaj apostasy. 

When this 'took place the Gentile world were cut 
off from all communion with the worshippers of the 
true God by the institution of the J[ewish churchy 
frdm^ which idolaters of every degree and denomina* 
tion were excluded. But in the whole intermediate 
period the Gentiles were nothing less than the corrupt 
branch of the old patriarchal churchy the church of 
Noah and of Shem; and the family of Abraham 
were nothing more than the reformed part of it* 
Kow since a church in any state of corruptiqn short 
of apostasy^ through God^s iperciful forbearance 
teitains the privileges of a churchy that is^ is indulged 
in those advantages which God of hU free mercy 
grants to the general society of his worshippers on 
earthy and for this reason^ that in the mercijTul judg- 
ment of our heavenly Father, in his pity for the infir- 
laities of the human understanding, nothing but thle 
apostasy of the heart extinguishes the character of a 
worshipper. 

I shall now inquure how far the Gentile world in 
the midfle ages between Abraham and Mose^^ con- 
sidered as a corrupt branch of the patriarchal churdi, 
might be in the merciful care at Providence; what 
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means might be used on the part of God to keep up 
the remembrance of himself ^among them^ by a right 
ua!& of which they might have recovered the purity 
from which they fell^ and which^ though through 
the extreme degeneracy of mankind they prevented 
not a general apostacy f<» many ages^ had a tenden- 
cy however to the general restoration by raisi])g an 
universal expectation of the great Restorer. And 
in this inquiry I shall proceed as *I have done in 
the, preceding part of my subject^ by making the 
analogy of modern times the interpreter of ancient 
history. 

I recur therefore to my former example^ and I set 
out with this principle^ that the church of Rome is 
at this day a corrupt churchy — a church corrupted 
with idolatry ; with idolatry very much the same in 
kind and in degree with the worst that ever prevailed 
among the Egyptians or the Ganaanites^ till within 
one or two centuries at the most of th^ time of Mo* 
aes. Yet we see this corrupt^ this idolatrous^ church 
of Rome^ has her priests and her bishops^ who^ de- 
riving in continual succession from the apostles^ are 
true priests and true Ushops^ invested with the au- 
thdrity which by the original institutions belongs to 
those two orders. The priests of the corrupt 
church of Rome have a true authority (I speak not 
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of an exclasive autborityin prejudice of the Protes- 
tant priesthood,} but they have their share of the 
common authority of priests of the church catholic 
to preach the word of Ood^ although they preach 
other things for which they have no authority. 

They have a true authority to administer the 
sacraAients^ although they have no authority to in- 
stitute new sacraments ; and we doubt pot^ notwith- 
standing their presumption in preaching adventitious 
doctrines^ and in obtruding supernumerary sacra- 
ments^ that the trw word preached by them^ and 
the true sacrament administered^ are accompanied 
with God's blei^sing and produce a salutary effect 
on the heart of the hearer. 

Again^ the bishops of this corrupt church have 
in common with the bishops of the Protestant aud 
of the ^reek churches, all the authority of the first 
guecessors pf the apostles that may be supposed to 
subsist without the miraculous gifts of the Holy 
S^rit 

If they usurp ri^ts which the inspired apostles 
never claimed, their just elaims are not invalidated 
by those unwarrantable pretensions : They are to 
judge of the qualifications of those that would be 
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ordained : They have authority to appoint to the 
priest's office, and to consecrate to their own by the 
imposition of their hands : They are the overseer^ 
of Christ's flock. They have the power to suspend 
heterodox or immoral priests from the exercise of 
their function, and to exclude laics of scandalous 
lives from the sacraments: In a word, to inflict 
ecclesiastical cencnres and penalties for ecclesiastical 
offences. Like other magistrates they are accoun- 
table to God for any abuse of power, but still the 
light of government is in their hands. In their 
own church and over those of their own communion 
they have a true* episcopal jurisdiction. " And this 
is the avowed opinion of tiie ehurch of England, as 
it must be the opinion of all who acknowledge the 
divine institution of the episcopal order. For when 
a priest who has received his orders from a bishop 
of the church of Rome openly abjures the errors «f 
that church, and declares his assent to the articles 
of the church of IB^n^and, lie becomes immediately 
a priest In our church wifliout any second ordinati<^ 
from a Protestant bishop : As a laic of that ehurch 
who openly abjures its errors is admitted to our 
communion, without any second baptism by the 
hands of a Protestant priest. 
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NoWy since in these days the church of Home 
though corrupted with idolatry^ has her priests and 
her bishops^ it may seem the less strange ttiat the 
ancient patriarchal church when she became cor«- 
rupted with a similar %lolatry in an equal degree^ 
should have her priests and her prophets. True 
priests and true prophets^ though not perhaps uiw 
tainted with the errors of theiir titnes ; priests Who 
offered sacrifices to the true Ood and had authority 
fo accept the oblations of the laity ; prophets who 
were commissioned to resilt the prevailing corrup- 
tion and to prophesy of the great jedemption. That 
Aese two orders were maintained through the won* 
derful mercy of God in idolatrous countries^ tilVthe 
degenei^acy came to that extreme degree that he 
judged it fit to separate the apostates and to put hia 
chosen people under the safe keeping of the law^ I 
shall n6w prove from the sacred records. 

And first for the priests of the patriarchal church 
in her corrupted state. 

In the days of Abraham^ a prince of a Canaan* 

itish nation^ Melchizedek king of Salem^ was the 

priest of the Most High God. The Jews have in- 

4^d a vain tradition that this Melchizedek was the 

patrialrch Shem. According to the chronology 

G 
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irtiieh tW Jewt cboose to folloir^ Sheoi might be 
aliTe at the time that Melchizedek veceived the 
tenths from AJbrabum* But by a truer aceount^ 
which the Jews followed in mwe aneieat times^ aii4 
which waa Mlowed bj all fte priiaitive fathers of 
the GhristiaQ churchy Sfaem was dead aboTte four 
fam^dr jeaia before Atoiham w w bor« $ and il 
we were eyeii to gtmt that ho might bo Uvhig; in the 
dajfi of Ahrahami the Jews have not jet explained 
how ha ea«ie by the kingdom which this traditions 
gjrvea him i» the land o#^Ganaaq^ Boi w^ have U 
M better than nbbinieal anthority^ oa the authontgii 
of an apostle^ that MeldUasedefc had no conooxicfli 
wdlb tto family of Abraham. ^^ He connted not Inli 
« deseent^^ eaitti fit Panl^ << from thenu'^ And St^ 
FanFs ai^ameat, aa ie acutely cematked by Ike 
kamed Bishop Patrick^ woridbe equally iqconehi* 
sive whether Melehizedek's descent were countsA 
from Abraham or Abraham's from him. Melchiz- 
edek therefore was neither descendant n^ any an* 
eestor of Abraham. He was^ aa Joaephus the leam^^ 
ed historian of the Jews candidly acknowledges^ a 
prince of Canaan« 

Tel was be no self-ccmstituted nsurplng pi<eit> 
hoi a priest by divine iqppointment and commissioii^ 
as appears by the deference which Abraham paid 
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Urn; ^^¥m wwM» hew gMift ibi« nuui was^ uiitD 
^^ whom even the patmreh Ahrahau gave the Uttth 
^^ of the spoils.^^ This teuth of the spoils was no 
^ayoieit to M^chisedek in ids temporal capacity 
«s Jdrng of igalem for any aMistance he had given 
Abnabam in ibe battle ; fm he went oat to meet him 
when he was retwning from the sUughter of the 
^ing». The king of Salem therefore had taken no 
part in the ^expedition ; he had remained at home 
inactive^ and went out to meet .tiie patriarch upon 
his return^ in the quality of God's high-priest, to 
j^mioiiDce God's blesskigupou him^ to bear his pub- 
lic testo<Miy to Abraham, as God's chosen servani^ 
and to deckre ttiat it was by the immediate succonr 
t)f the arm of the Most High God, whose priest he 
was, that Abraham's little army had overthrown the 
conf(pderate kings ; and the tenths being no payment 
lor ^ milUaipy aerviee^ could be nothing else than a 
vdlgMms offering on the part of Abraham, by which 
he acknowledged the protection of the Most High 
God> apd ackjaowledged the authority of Melchi. 
jmtek'« priesthood. The divine authority of which 
ay^ears again more staronj^y in this circumstance^ that 
Ihii friest M^hizedek was,4io less than the type of 
that Idgh-pviest ^ho now stwdeth at God's right 
htmd malmg iw^eiMssioa for the sins of all man- 
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lund* Of his umvexral everlasting priesthood^ the 
priesthood of Melchizedek was the type. 

The prc^het David declares the nature of GhrisCs 
priesthood^ by the analogy it bears to the priesthood 
of Melchizedek. And from this analogy St. Paul 
bcdlds his great argument for the superiority of 
Christ's priesthood above the Levitical. Christ is 
for this reason a. priest for ever^ because he is after 

the oiidcr of Melchizedek. 

♦ ■ » 

From all this it appears^ that in the days of Abra- 
ham at least^ .there veas a priesthood among the 
Canaaoites of higher rank than the Levitical^ and 
more exactly typical of the priesthood of the Son of 
God. 

Again^ in the days of Joseph we find in Egypt a 
Fotipherah a priest of On^ whose daughter Joseph 
married ; and in the days of Moses^ a Jetbro a priest 
of Midiau; whose daughter Moses married. It has 
been made a question concerning both these persons^ 
whether they were priests at all. The dojibt arises 
from the ambiguity of the Hebrew word, which is 
used in some parts of Scripture for a prince or ma- 
gistrate. But it is to be observed, that not a single 
passage is to be found in the books of Moses where 
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it id med in these seoses, exeept it be in these two 
instattees. That they were both priests^ was clearly 
the opiniQii of the Jews who made the first Greek 
translatioii of the Pentateach^ of the Jewiish histo- 
rian Josephus^ and of St Jerome. 

And if th^ were priests at all^ they were juriests 
of the true God; the one in Egypt in the town of 
On in the days of Joseph^ the other among the 
Midianites in the days of Moses. For it is hardly 
)Di*editable;^ that Pmfvidence should have permitted 
either Joseph ' or Moses to contract an^ alliance by 
inairriage with a priest of any idolatrous temple; 

Thus it appears^ that the true God had' an order 
iif priests in the Gentile woifld down to the time of ihe 
Mmaic institution. These priests were the cor- 
rapt remains of the ancient priesthood oi Noah^s 
nniirerisal church. 

We have then^ 1 tjiink^ foun^ th^ priests of the 
patriarchal church in its corrupted state; let us 
now look for its prophets. Th£s is a point %iill 
more material to establish thun the existetiee of the 
priesthood; because it is the existence of true pro- 
phecies among idolatrous nations which is the chief 
subject of our inquiry j and true prophecies^ that is; 
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frnphwiM of dime mgmi,^ wM ntt hmt hun 
fottttd anoBg idolatrom aations^ tudedg certaiii per- 
MDs bad lived amongst tbem who inrere gifked hf 
the Spirit of God^ aud farVowed iviiii dime wm^ 
mniiications. 

But of tills order we hMre two iwdovbted imbunr 
cesi— the one in Job^ the otiber ia Balaam. 



Job^ tfy the consent of the learned of all ages^ 
BoIsraeMte* He was oerteinly of the family of 
Abraham ; for whatever difien^ties may be reised 
about Mb paatieidar tomUry, notto wiU doiyr that 2t 
lay in some part of that re^on of which the whole 
was oe((MJpi9d by AJbraham's descendants, H^ was 
not however of the elected branch of the faimly^ and 
was probaUy of that stoek which became at last llie 
worst of idiflaterBy the Ed^mi^e^. That the eoi^itry 
in which he lived was in his time infected with aa 
incipient idolatry^ appears from the mention that he 
jHOkes . of the worii^ip of the sun a;nd moon as a 
crime with which he W4s hiniself imlainted; a eir« 
COmstance jfrom which het4soiild have pretended no 
iMrit^ bad At^ the :prevaiUi|$ fasbion of his country 
and his times presented a strong temptation to the 
crime« Astd as tiliere isao mention pf aigr other kind 
of idolitry in ^ bookiof Job^ it la reasonable to 
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conclude that in hii time the connptieii bftd gome v^ 
greater leogth. 

Now^ that Job was a pvopbet ii^ m umversal^ 
Qoofessed^ that it is ix^e4l68s te^ 4v^l]sU|pi|iir the pmif 
of it. He was aprophet ia the declipiogjftg^of iiiA 
patriarchal chtirch;. in^he inierv^ jhetiwee^rEsaoy 
from whom he was d^sceoded^ vfAM^Ws whMie 
time he pi-eeeded y aad he prophesied in am^Miu 
trotts coooti^ wh«f e ib» san and vi9M wem wejv 
ahipp^d* '..: 

Jfk ti)is idolatroaa ow]^: hA i^pfeeiie^l lif tht 
Bedeemer^ affd It 19 a« eirei»«itaofH» ttl^t deserveK 
particular attentaw^ thai be ]^op)lidiie6 ^theBcH 
deemer^ not without maoiiept ailnsioti t^ ikke dlnail^ 
of his nature^ And expmss mention of thc^ resurrec- 
tion of the bq^ m» the effi^ci of his redempt]0]i;rr^ 
two atticlea of our creedt wfakk we lire kdd with 
^at confidence aire modem miioTatiou; wheceiur 
we find them Mt cnly in &e Jewish peophelS; but iir 
hi more ancient prophtte of a more anciraf 
church. 

^I know^'^ saith Job> ^that my^ BedMiaer 
<^ Uveth ; I kitow that he now livetb f that is^ that 
his nature i« to live. He describes the Bedeemer^ 
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you see^ in Iftfiguja^ge much allied to that in which 
Jehovah describes bis own nature in the conference 
with Moses at the bush. Jehovah describes him- 
self by 'bis Uncaused existence ; Job describes the 
Iftlsdeemer by'' al life inseparabte from his essence. 
^^ f know thafSii the latter days this cJver-livingRe- 
^^deemftr shal) ^stand upon - the earth. He shall 
^tftke up his r^idence among ineh in ah emhodied 
^form^ Ood «hall be manifested in the fiesh to dc- 
"stroy the Works of the De^l: He »hall stand upon 
^< the earth in the latter days ; in the last period of 
^^the world's existence;'^ which implies that this 
standing of tl^ Hedeemer upon the ealrth will close 
Hie great 'MhcM^-'Of Providence ibi^ mad's restora- 
tion ; ^< And klthough he shall n^t stand upon the 
^ earth before the latter days, yet I know that he is 
^MV Redeemer; that my de&th, which must take 
^ place many ages before his appearance, will not 
^^ exclude me from my share in his redemption. For 
^^ though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet 
^^ in my flesh shall I see 6od« Though nothing will 
^^ be then remaining of my external person, though 
^^ the form of this body will have been long destroy- 
^^ ed, the organization of its constituent parts demol- 
^^ iished, and its very substance dissipated, the softer 
^^ part become the food of wotms hred in its own 
^^ putrefaction, the solid boues moulddl into powder; 
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^^ notwithstanding this ruin of my oatward fra^rie^ 
^^ the immortal principle within me shall not only 
^^ survive^ but its decayed mansioa will be restored* 
^^ It will be reunited to a body/ of which the organs 
^^ will not only Cjonnect it with the external world^ 
^^b^t serve to cement its union with its Maker. 
^^ For in my flesh, with the corporeal eye^ with the 
^^ eye of the immortal body which I shall then as- 
^^ sume, I shall see the divine Majesty in the person 
^^ of the glorified Redeemer.'^ 

Such was the tenor of Job's prophecies, of a pro->^ 
pfaet of the Geptiles; and such was the light which 
God granted to the Gentile world iii the first stagft 
of its corruption. And that tibis light was not with« 
drawn till the corruption attiained its height we l^aroi 
from the second instance, the Aram»aii prophet 
iPalaam. 

What might be the .e:s:^ct degree of the degene- 
racy in Balaam's country, I cannot tak^ upon me 
to determine. Ijuxi the bordering nation, the M^ab^ 
ites, were addicted to that gross idplatry which made 
homicide and prostitiation^in essential part of its re- 
ligious rites. From the extreme depra^vity of the 
times, and from the wickedness of Balaam^s own 

character, it has been doubted whether he was pro- 

H 



Digitized by 



Google 



62 

perly a prophet It has been imagined that he 
might be a sorcerer^ who practised some wicked arts 
of magical divination^ and owed his fame to the 
casual success of some of his predictions ; that those 
remarkable prophecies which he^ delivered when 
Balak called him to curse the Israelites^ were the 
result of an extraordinary impulse upon his mind 
upon that particular occasion^ and no more prove 
that the gift of prophecy was a permanent endow- 
ment of his mind^ as it was in Job and the Jewish 
prophets^ than the speaking of his ass upon the same 
occasion proves that the animal had a permanent 
use of the faculty of speech. 

The difficulty of conceiving that true prophets 
(should be found in an idolatrous nation^ if I mis- 
take not, I have^ already removed by the analogy 
which I have shewn to subsist between ancient and 
modem corruptions. The difficulty of conceiving 
that the gift of prophecy should be imparted to a 
wicked character, will be much soitened, if not en- 
tirely removed, if we recollect the confessed crimes 
of some of the Jewish prophets, and the confessed 
indiscretions of some persons who shared in th^ 
miraculous gifts of the Spirit in the primitive chnr- 
ches. And if once we admit, as the evidence of 
plain fact compels us to admit, that the gift of pro- 
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phecy is not always in proportion to the moral worth 
of the character^ we must confess it to be a question 
which is beyond the ability of human reason to de- 
cide^ in what proportion they must necessarily cor- 
respond^ or with what degree of depravity in the 
moral character the prophetic talent may be incom* 
patiblci Balaam's impiety at last ran to the length 
of open rebellion against God ; for he suggested to 
the king of Moab^ as the only means by which the 
fortunes of the Israelites could be injured^ the in- 
fernal stratagem of enticing them to take a part in 
that idolatry for whicb^ by the tenor of his own 
fHredictions^ the Moabites were destined to destruc-r 
tion« But this apostasy of Balaam's was subsequent 
to the prophecies that he delivered to Balak^ and 
was the effect of the temptation which the occasion 
presented^ the offer of riches and preferment in Ba- 
lak's court. It is probable indeed that his heart 
had never been right with God^ or these objects 
eould not hav^ laid hold of him so forcibly. But 
ihis^ for any thing that appears from the sacred 
history^ might be his first act of open impiety and 
rebellion; and the conclusion^ that in the former 
part of his life he had been too bad a man to be 
honoured with the prophetic gift^ is precarious. 
The circumstances of the story are of far more 
weight than any reasoning built upon such preca- 
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rious principles as man's notion of the manner in 
which the divine gift should be distributed; and 
from the circumstances of the story it appears^ that 
he was a true prophet of the true God. When 
BalaVs messengers first came to him^ he speaks the 
language of one who had the fear of God habitually 
upon his mind. He disclaims all power of his own 
to bless or curse^ to take any step in the business 
but under God'i^ express direction and permission* 
He must have God's leave to go to Balak; and 
when he comes to Balak^ he must take heed to 
speak what Jehovah puts into his mouth. Although 
Balak would give him his house full of silver and 
gold^ he could not transgress the word of Jfehevah 
his God^ to do less or more* This was his language 
in the ordinary state of his mind^ when he vf as un. 
der no prophetic impulse ; and it is remarkable that 
he speaks of God in the same terms which were 
afterwards in u^e among the Jewish prophets ; /^ Je- 
*^ hovah my Godp^^ " Jehovah^ the God whose pro- 
^^ phet km J.'' In ecstacy he expresses the same 
sentiments in a more figured language. Be des* 
cribes his own faculty of prediction in images the 
most exactly expressive of the prophetic gifts and 
the prophetic office ; expressive of no singular un- 
exampled impulse upon this occasion^ but«of fre*? 
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quent and habitaal intefeourae Mrith the Most High 
6od^ by voice atid yisions^ in dream and in trance. 

It is very remii^rkable^ that in the strain of these 
predietipQs there is no indicatioi^ of that violent con- 
straint which some have imagined npon^the mind of 
the speaker^ or that be ^as mor^ a necessary agent 
than atQT olber" prophet under the divine impulse. In 
every instam^e of prophecy by divine inspiration^ 
thoughts and images were presented to the prophet's 
mind by the inspiring Spirit^ which no meditation or 
study of his own could have suggested j and there- 
fore ijhe mind of the man under this influence might 
][ffoperly be considered as a machine in the band of 
God. Yet the will of the man in thisy as in every 
instance in which mail acts under the control of 
Providence^ seems to hi^ve been the spring by which 
the. machfne was put in motion; 

And though in conceiving the prophecy the man 
was passive^ in uttering it he was a free and volun- 
tary agent ; which appeajrs from this circumstance^ 
that the prophet had it in his choice to dissemble and 
prevaricate^ to utter smooth things and to prophecy 
deceits. And this was Balaam's situation when he 
tdls Balak's messengers that he cannot go beyond 
the word of Jehovah his God; that what God should 
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pat m his mouthy that lie must speak. It is not &at 
his organs of speech were not npon these occasions in 
his own command^ that they were determined by 
some other principle than his own will to the utter- 
ance of certain words which might convey certain 
thoughts^ but that he had no powiDr of uttering true 
predictions^ of pronouncing either blessing or curse 
that might prove effectual^ otherwise than as he 
spake in conformity to the divine motions; and the 
alacrity and ardour of his prophetic strains indicate 
a satisfaction and complacency of his own mind in 
uttering its conceptions. 

There is one passage in his isecond song^ whicli 
as it lies in the English Bibles may seem to contra- 
dict this assertion: ^^ Behold I have received com- 
^^ mandment to bless^ and he hath bless^d^ and I 
^^ cannot reverse it*'^ Which may j^eem to say, that 
if he eouldy he would have reversed the blessing. 
But the original, according to the reading of the best 
manuscripts; expresses a very different sentiment : 
^'Behold, to bless was I brought hither, (brought, 
^^ not by Balak's invitation but by God,) to blest 
^^ was I brought hither, t will bless, and I will not 
^^ decline it/' And the same sense appears in the 
Greek translation of the Septuagint; and accord- 
ingly he pronounces his blessing without reserve or 
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relactanee. He discovers no anwilUngness to paint 
the prosperity of the Jewish nation in the highest 
colours^ no concern for the calamities that awaited 
their enemies; and in his last effusions his mind 
seems to enjoy the great scene that was before bim^ 
of the happiness and glory of the Messiah's rdgn^ 
an4 the final extermination of idolaters. 

Another circamstance to be remarked is^ that no 
4fWB8 of idolatrous sup^stition or magical enchant- 
ment appear in the rites which were i:^sed upon this 
ocicasion. We read indeed^ that after the third 
sacrifice ^' he went not as at other times to seek 
^^enchantments.'' Some have taken alarm at the 
word enchantments^ taking it in & bad sense. No 
conclusion can be drawn from a passage so ob^cure^ 
as all who are versed in the Hebrew language must 
confess this to be in the original. The words which 
are rendered <^as at other times/' seem not to allude 
as these English words should do^ to something that 
had been Balaam's ordinary practice upon former 
occasions^ but to what he had done before upon this 
occasion. ^^He went not as^ from time to time 
^^ before/' or ^^ he went not as he had done once and 
^^ again^ to seek enchantments.^' What these eu- 
eKantments might be which he went to seek^ sioce 
it cannot be determined by. the mere force of the 
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word enchantments^ may be best conjectured by 
considering what Balaam had done once and again . 
upon the present occasion. 

Now once and again after each of the first sacrifi- 
ees he retired to a solitary place* And what sought , 
he in this retirement? What he sought maybe dtvi- 
ned by what he met with, fie met God^ and God 
put a word in his mouth ; and this the third time 
Balaam did not. He staid with Balak and the 
Moabitic chiefs in the place where the third sacri- * 
Ace had been performed^ patiently waiting the event^ 
with his face toward {he wilderness^ where the 
Israelite army lay encamped. These enchantments, 
therefore, which once and again he went to seek, and 
which the third time he sought not, were as it should 
seem no idolatrous^ or magical enchantments, but 
either some stated^ rites of invocation of the inspiring 
spirit which he practised in retirement^ or^ as I 
rather think, some sensible signs by which, in the 
early ages of the world, God was pleased to com- 
municate with hid prophets ; soi)ie voice or vision. 
His preparatory rite was, that in each place where 
he took his station he directed the king of Moab to 
make seven altars, and to offer seven bullocks and 
seven rams. In this there is nothing of idolatry, but 
every circumstance is characteristic of a solemn 
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sacrifice to the true God. The altars were raised 
expressly for the particular purpose of this sacrifice. 
He used no altar that was ready made^ lest it should 
have been profaned by offerings to the idols of the 
country. And being raised in a hurry upon the 
spot^ they could not be durable or stately erections 
of wormanship and art^ (such altars as the Israelltefli 
were permitted to erect) but simple mounds of earth^^ 
or heaps of unpolished stone^ which could not long 
remain after they had served the present solemu 
^ business^ to be afterwards profaned by ido)atroa9 
sacrifices. 

Some have suspected something of idolatrous sa« 
perstition in the, number of the altars and of the vic- 
tims. On the contrary I am persuadedy that the 
choice of the number seven was a dolemti and sig- 
nificant appropriation of the offerings to the Supreme 
God the Maker^ of tbe world. The last business 
in the book of Job^ when the great argument be- 
tween Job and his friends is brought to a conclusion^ 
is a solemn sacrifice^ not devised by Job or any of 
his friends^ but prescribed by the express voice of 
God. And this sacrifice like Balaam's consists of 
seven bullocks and of seven rams. It should seem 
therefore^ that in the earliest ages it was a charac* 
teristic rite of the pure patriarchal worship to i^&cri- 
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fice on occasions of great solemnity by sevens* The 
ley to this rite is the institution of the Sabbaths 
The observance of the seventh day was the sacra- 
ment of the ancient church ; of that churchy which 
was more ancient than tiie Jewish ; of that priest- 
hood^ which was more dignified than Aaron's ; of 
the church of Adam before the flood ; of the church 
of Noah after it For the «ame reason that the 
seventh day was sanctified^ the victims^ bled by 
sevens ; and to sacrifice seven rams or seven bul* 
locks at a time^ was to declare that the offering was 
made to that God who created the world in six 
days^ and to whose service the seventh day was 
therefore consecrated. Upon the same {principle it 
was that much of the Jewish ritual was governed 
l)y the number seven. The golden candlestick 
had seven branches supporting seven burning lamps. 
When atonement was to be made for the sin of a 
priest or of the congregation^ 4he vail was to be 
sprinkled seven times with the blood of the offerings 
and the mercy-seat was to be sprinkled seven times 
on the great day of annual expiation. The festivals 
of the^ Jews were celebratdfd each for seven days 
successively^ and among the extraordinary sacrifices 
of each day were seven or twice seven lambs. 
When the ark of the covenant was brought from 
the house of Obed-£dom to Jerusalem^ the sacrifice 
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•on tbat great occasion was seven bulloeks and seven 
rams. Perhaps in a much later age than Balaam's 
the number of his altars and bis victims would 
bavj^ offorded no certain tbaracter of a pure wor- 
ship; for in the later ages of idolatry we find a 
superstitious veneration for the number seven amon^ 
the heathens. But thus it is with all ceremonies^ 
that their significance depends upon the interpreta- 
tion which custom makes ,of them. . And the int^- 
pretation of the same ceremony will be different^ 
according to the different state of opinions in differ- 
ent countries and at different times. Hence what 
was originally an act of pure devotion^ may become 
in later times a superstitious rite. The stone which 
Jacob erected at Bethel became afterwards an occa- 
sion of idolatry* Bo to offer animals by sevens 
was no longer an appropriation of the sacrifice to 
the invisible Creator^ when it could no longer be 
understood to allude to that particular circumstance 
in the creation^ that it was finished in six days. 
And to. this no allusion could be understood where 
the circumstance itself was not remembered. But 
this hinders not but that in the days of Balaam^ who 
lived within a century of Job, the same ceremonies 
had the same meaning in Balaam's worship as in 
Job's; and that the number of his altars and his 
. victims was a circumstance which in that age gave 
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A public cbaracter to his sacrifice^ by which Balak 
and his priHces^ and the confederate armies of Moab 
and Midian^ might understand that it was offered 
in contempt of their idols^ and in honour of the God 
who rested from the business of creation on the 
seventh day. 

N0W5 when ail these circiimstances are put to* 
gether; the age of Balaam^ that he lived within a 
century after Job ^ his country^ which was in the 
|ieighbonrhood of Job's^ — part at least of a tract 
which was oc^cupied by descendants of Abraham or 
by collateral branches of the family ; his open ac- 
knowledgment of Jehovah as his Gk>d ; that both in 
his ordinary state of mind and, under the divine im- 
pulse^ he refers his prophetic talent to the inspira- 
tion of Jehovah ; that he disclaims any power of 
his own to bless or to curae^ otherwise than as the 
interpreter of the counsels of Heaven ; that he prac- 
tises no magical enchantments^ but offers sacrifices 
to God after the patriarchal rites ; that in uttering 
his predictions he appears not to have been mor^ 
a necessary agent than every other prophet : when 
to all these circumstances we add^ that he uttc^red 
a true prophecy^^ a prophecy extending, if I read its 
meaning aright^ from his own tilne to the Messiah's 
fecond advent; a prophecy vi^hich in every part 
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which relates to times whieh are now gone by^ hath 
been fulfilled with wonderful exactness^ and in other 
parts which relate to ages yet to come^ harmonizes 
with the predictions of the Jewish prophets and of 
the Apocalypse ;— can a doubt, remain^ that the man 
who to all secondary characters of a prpphet added 
this greiit character^ that by a divine impulse^ as Is 
confessed^ he delivered a prophecy of things too 
distant to Ml within any man's natural foresight ; a 
prophecy which the world hath seen in part accom- 
plished^ and which in its other parts resembles other 
prophecies not yet accomplished^ but confessedly 
divine; a prophecy^ which for the variety of its 
composition in its various parts^ tor the aptness^ 'the 
beauty^ the majesty^ the hotror of its images^ may 
compare with the most animated effusions of the 
Hebrew bards; can a doubt remain wh!ether this 
man^ with all the imperfections of )iis private char- 
acter^ W9S i^trueprpphet? . . 

I am not ignorant that Origen and other divines 
of ancient and modem times have been unwilling to 
acknowledge his pretensions. If their authority 
should seem to outweigh the evidence drawn from 
the particulars of his story^ I have a greater autho- 
rity to produce against them^ the authority of aii in- 
spired apostle. ^^The dumb Ass/' saith St. Peter^ 
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ftlludiog to Balaam's storyi ^Uhe domb asiSi speak- 
^^ing with man's voice^ forbad the madness of the 
<^ prophet f^^ acknowledging him you see for a pro- 
phet^ though^ for the folly of loving the wages of 
unrighteousness^ be calls him mad« 



• Balaam therefore was f prophet ; for with the 
evidence of facts and the authority , of an inspired 
apostle on our side, we will be confident in the as- 
sertion, though Origen and Calvin be against us. 
Balaam was a prophet. He lived in an age of 
gross idolatry, and prophesied to idolaters. In him, 
as I conceive, the prophetic order without the pale 
of the Mosaic church, which was now formed, was 
extinguished ; for I find no traces in history^ sacred 
or profane, of a true prophet out of Israel after the 
death of Balaam. He fell you know in the general 
carnage of the Midianites, and was himsetf among 
the first instances of God's vengeance on apostates. 
It is probable therefore that the prophecies which 
he delivered at Shittim were the last that were ad- 
dressed to the old patriarchal church, now corrupt 
in the extreme, and on the verge of dissolution. It 
is remarkable that this church should be admonished 
by the last words of her last prophet of the impend- 
ing vengeance, as the Jewish church by a greater 
prophet within a few years of her dissolution was 
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admonished of her fate. It is remarkable that thia 
last call of God to that apostatizitt^'' church should 
be the first occasion^ upon record at least^ upon 
nvhich the Messiah is described in images of terror, 
as a warlike prince reducing the world by conquest^ 
and putting his vanquished enemies to the sword* 
With these predictions of the Messiah, (predictions 
which by all expositors, lews as well as Christian, 
by Rabbis of later times as Well as by the more 
eandid and more knowing Jews of earlier ages, are 
understood of the Messiah), with these predictions/ 
Balaam intermixes many Mef but eloquent asser- 
tions of the first principles of natural reli^on : — 
The omnipotence of the Deity, his universal provi- 
^ deuce, and the immutability of his counsels. And, 
to be a standing monument of these great truths, he 
leaves a very general but very exact prediction, of 
the fortunes of the empires and kingdoms that were 
at that time the nptost considerable, and of fhose that 
in succeeding ages were successively to arise and 
perish in thdr turns. And his images bear all the 
analogy to those of later prophets, of Daniel in par* 
iicular, and the sublime author of the Apocalypse, 
which the language of a general sketch can bear to 
that of a minute detail ; and the names and epithets 
which he applies to the Supreme Being are the 
very same which are used by Moses, Job, and the 
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inspired writers of the Jews ; namely^ God^ the 
Almighty f the Moat High, and Jehovah ; which is a 
proofs that gross as the corruptions of idolatry were 
now become^ the patriarchal religion was not suffi- 
ciently forgjDtt^^ for its language to be grown 
obsoletef 

In this Balaam set the stkn of prophecy in the ho-^ 
rizon of the Gentile worlds and yet a total night 
came not. For some ages a. twilight glimmered in 
their sky, which gradually decayed and became at 
last almost iiisensible, but beg^n to brighten again 
during the captivity of the Jews under the Babylo- 
nian monarchs^ and from ihat period continued to 
gather strength, till at length the morning star took 
its station over the stable at Bethlehem. The sun 
of righteousness arose to set no more, and the light 
again was clear and universal. 

You will recollect what I advanced as a probable 
conjecture in a former part of these disquisitions^ 
that upon the first appearance of idolatry, when the 
uninfected part of mankind would be taking all 
means to check the progress of the contagion, the 
traditional history of the creation, the deluge, and 
the promises to the first patriarchs, which at that 
time would probably be pretty perfect, would be 
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lioniniitted to writing. We may assert^ I fhiiik^ 
with more certainty^ that the prophecies of Job and 
Balaam^ and of other prophets of that period^ if any 
other «xisted^ (and many mighty although their works 
and their very names have been long since forgotten;) 
it is more certain^ I say^ of the prop^beeies of these 
ages^ that they wonld be eommitted to writing, than 
of the earUer traditions. For that letters wwe 
older than the beginhing^ of idolatry cannot bd 
proved, though id my opinion it is more probable 
than the contrary i Whereas it is certain^ not only 
that tlie Israelites had letters before the la^^ but that 
books and writing were in use iii the days of Job ini 
that part, of the country where Job and Balaam 
lived ; and if in nse in the days of Job, certainly not 
ont of nse in the later days of Balaam. Fof 
although religion in these ages was npon the deelimi^ 
arts and sciences were in a stage of progress and 
advancement. — -That Balaam's prophecies^ ^t Shit^ 
tim in particular, were committed to writing among 
the Mbatiites and, the Ajfidiahites, is, I think, incon- 
testable. For to the Moabites and the Midianites 
they were delivered, not within heariiig of tlie Israel- 
ites. And how did Moses, who heard them not^ 
come by the knowledge of tiiem^ unless it were that 
they were committed to writing, and that the books 
of the Moabites or the Midianites fell into the con- 
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queroFs hands? Moses^ it is true^ was an inspired 
writer, which pay seem to some to acconnt suffi- 
ciently for his knowledge of every thing he 

telates. 
r 

But God^ even n the more immediate interposi- 
timis of his providence^ acts by natural mefins and 
fMMd causto^ so far as natural means and second 
eanses may be made to serve the purpose. The 
influence, therefore, of the inspiring Spirit on the 
mind of an historian, can be nothing more than to 
secure him from mistake and falsity, by streic^then- 
ing his memory, and by maintaining in his heart m 
feligioos love and reverence for truth, that he may 
be incapable of oijiission through forgetfulness, and 
may be invincibly fortified against all temptations 
to forge, conceal, disguise, or prevaricate. That 
inspiration ever was the means of conveying the first/ 
knowledge of facts to an historian^s mind, is a very 
unreasonable suj^osition. It is to suppose an 
unnecessary miracle. For a miracle is always 
unnecessary where natural means might ' serve the 
purpose. And the supposition of an unneeessaiy 
miracle is always an unreasonable, and indeed a 
dangerous suppositiour Unreasonable, because no 
evidence can prove it, and no plausible argument 
can be alleged for it; dangerous^ because it leads 
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to an unlimiteS and pernicious credulity. We con- 
clude^ therefore^ that Balaam's prophecies-at Shittim 
were committed to writing by the people to who^ 
they were delivered^ because they are recorded by 
the inspired historian^ to whom they were not deli« 
vered^ who could not by any other means have come to 
the knowledge of them^ and who^ by virtue of his 
inspiration^ was incapable of the dishonest act of 
forging facts of which ke had no knowledge. But 
further^ it appears from another inspired writer of 
the Jewish churchy thftt other authentic accounts of 
Balaam's prophecies at Shittim^ besides that which 
Moses had transmitted, was current among the Jews 
Jn a very late age, which contained some particulars 
which Moses, as foreign to the subject of his history, 
has omitted. Moses has preserved the public pre- 
dictions which related to the fortunes of the Israel- 
ites and their adversaries in all ages, and to the 
universally interesting subject of the Messiahs 

These other accounts contained the particulars of 
a private conference between Balaam and Balak, in 
which the idolatrous king inquires of GK>d's prophet, 
in what way he the king might make expiation for 
his offences. ^^ Remember, O my people," suth the 
prophet Micah, ^^what Balak king of . Moab con- 
' ^^ suited, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered 
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^^ hm, from Shittim unto GilgaL'^ And then lie re« 
lutes the conference. The word remember evidently 
refers the Israelites of Micah's time to some accoani 
of this conference wMch they might remember^ which 
they ought to have holden in remembrance. Which 
account^ in the judgment of Micah^ who thus 
solemnly appeals to it^ was authentic^ and we must 
l[)elieve it to be authentic upon the credit of .Micah's 
inspiration. Now what could this be but some \Qrit<^ 
ten records of the prophecies at Shittim transmitted 
from the times of Balaam^ which must have come to 
the Isrealites^ as the other account came to them^ 
from the original books of the Moabites f 

Balaam's prophecies at Shittim therefore were 
committed to writing among the people to whom they 
were first delivered. If these prophecies^ v^hy not 
earlier prophecies of Balaam's ? l^or that these were 
not the first and only prophecies^ appears from th^ 
reputation he held is a prophet when the war be« 
tween Balak and the IsraeUtes broke out. 

If Balaam's prophecies^ why not those of earlier 
prophets? The idolatry of the age in which they 
lived would not prevent it ; for idolatry is always 
superstitious^ and superstition would receive without 
distinction whatever wept under the nain^ of a fiio^ 
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pbecy^ especially if the style in which it was con- 
ceived might at all sait' with its pretensions. Ac- 
cotdingly we find^ that idolaters were not at all defi- 
eient in their veneration for the true prophets. It was 
rather their error, that without distingaishing between 
the true prophet and the false, they entertained an 
extravagant respect for both, ascribbg to them not 
only a foresight, but a C4]immatid of futurity. This 
unreaisonable belief in the prophet, not as tlie mes. 
senger, but us the assessor of the gods, sharing their 
power rattier than declaring their will, was itself a 
brapeh of idolatry, even when the true prophet was 
the object of it But the consequence of this super- 
stition would be, that all prophecies, true and false, 
'would be promiscuously recorded. At first perhaps 
while idolatry, in Shem's family at least, was the 
crime of individuals ohly^ and the true worship of 
God had the support of the civil magistrate ; (and 
in the country where Job and Balaam lived, the first 
pnblic defection must have takfen place in the inter- 
val between Job and Balaam ; for in Job^s time the 
first and mildest species of idolatry, the worship of 
the sun and moon, was an iniquity punished by the 
judge). While this state of things continued pro- 
pheeies would be added from time to time, as they 
were delivered, to those earlier collections of sacred 
histoify^ which^ if our conjecture be admitted that 
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they existed^ would probably be in the custody at 
the priests. 

If no collections of history of the antiquity we have 
supposed existed^ the jBrst prophecies that were 
committed to writing would form a sacred volume^ 
which unquestionably would be committed to the 
care of the priests^ whose office it would be to add 
to it from time to time any later prophecies that 
might seem of sufficient importance to be re^tered 
in the archives of the church ; for this is agreeable 
to what we find to have been in later ages the uni* 
versal practice of all nations. 

Among all nations certain books^ from the suppo- 
sed authenticiiy of early recwds and pretended 
oracles which they contain^ have been holden in 
religious veneration ; and these haVe ever been pre- 
served in ttie temples under the care of the priests^ 
who from time to time have added sach new matter 
as to tiiemselves and the civil rulers might seem of 
sufficient moment to ohalleiige a place in these sacred 
registers. We have an instance of this practice 
among God^s people ; for when Joshua^ some little 
time before his deaths by his last pathetic exhor- 
tation tp the general assembly of the tribes of Israel^ 
had brought the people to a solemn renewal of their 
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vows of diedieiice to Jehovah^ lie vnrote the story of 
the whole transacUon in the book of the law of God* 
He added this narrative to the sacred volume of the 
law, ysrhich, by Moseses express eomma&d, was 
deposited in the sanctuary on one side of the ark of 
the covenant. Now, while the priests and the ma^s- 
trates were themselves . free from any idolatrous 
taint, the sacred books in their custody would suffer 
no wilfiil corruption. But when the keepers of 
these books became themselves infected with idola- 
trous superstition, they would ^ot loiEie thek venera- 
tion for Writings which had long been esteemed 
divine, nor would they be so' hardy as to destroy 
any part of the original, deposit, or even to make 
any xojisiderable alterations in the text, however 
niifavonrable it might be to the new system in the * 
interests of which they were now engaged. The 
contrariety would not be perceived, nor would such 
measures be taken to abolish it. Priestcraft indeed 
is politic and daring, but single superstition is both 
timid and indiscreet. PriesterafE was the growth 
of later ages, a^d the consequence of a further eor-N 
jruption. Ifdr priestcraft, which is a cunning 
management of the superstitions of the people for 
the temporal advantage of the priesthood, (Supposes 
a priesthood itself free of superstition, and was 
never known in the world till the Gentile priests of 
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sincere idoUters (if the expreagioh may be allowed) 
became inftdels. Simple superstition was the first 
stage of the corriip^on among priests^ no less than 
laics; and simple superstition hath no freedom in 
the pursuit pf ends^ no determination in the choice 
of means^ but is the slave of fear and habit. 

Habit therefore previously formed would for 
isome time preserve a respect for the records of 
the ancient churchy when the pure religion wa9 
forsaken. And while this habit operated^ fear 
would prevent any corruptions ef them by wilful 
mutilation^ changes^ or erasures. They would be 
liable however to a corruption of another kind. 
The priests receiving false oracles witfa*^ no Ic^s 
feneration than the true^ and zealous for the credit 
of superstitious rites of worship^ would make large 
additions of fabb to the histwic part^ and of feigned 
predictions of impostors to the prophetic. Still th& 
original true history and true prophecy would be 
|[»reserved^ and^ blended with the false^ would^ fro^ 
age to age<^ while the corruption lasted^ be carefully 
laid up under ihe care of t^e priests^ and make a 
part of the treasures of the heathen temples; 

Nor is the strange mixture of sense and absur^ity^ 
of rational religion and impious superstition^ which 
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appear in the lives and opinions of the wiser hfea- 
thens^ to be traced with equal probability to any 

other source. 

* 

The purest morals in the ordinary life^ joined 
with obscene and impious rites of worship ; a just 
notion of the moral attributes of the Deity^ aecompa* 
nied with a'belief in the subordinate power of im- 
pure and cruel dsBmons ; a clear understanding of the 
nature of the human mind as an immaterial substance 
and a voluntary agent^ connected with a persuasiDli 
of the influence of the stars on the affiiirs of men^ not 
only in the revolutions and commotions of empires^ 
but on the private fortunes of every individual. These 
were the inconsistencies^ not only of the popular 
ereed and thef pc^ular practice^ but of the creed and 
of the practice of the wisest and the best of their 
philosophers. Socrates himself^ pure as his morality 
and sublime as his theology Were^ so far as the su* 
preme God was their object^ worshipped the gods 
of his country according to the established rites.* 

Now^ how may we account for these contradic- 
tions in the opinions^ and these inconsistencies in 

* That he died a martyr to, the doctrine of the unity of the 
divine substance^ is a vulgar error. 

L 
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the conduct of wise and conscientious men? For 
8uch^ it must be confessed, many of the heathen 
philosophers were, notwithstanding the abuse which 
is sometimes so liberally bestowed upon them by 
ignorant declaimers. Whence was it, that the same 
men should practise rational devotion in the closet^ 
and come abroad to join in a rank superstition? 
That they should form themselves to the general 
habits of sobriety and temperance, and yet occa- 
sionally partake of the indecent liberties of a Greek 
festival ? Unless it was that they found the prind- 
pies of true religion and the rites of an idolatrous 
worship 'established on what appeared to them flie 
same authority, upon the credit of their sacred books^ 
in which both were alike inculcated; books, to 
which they could not but' allow some authority, at the 
same time that they had no certain means of distin- 
guishing the authentic part from later and corrupt 
additions. Be that as it may, whether this might 
be the true source' of that inconsistency of principle 
and practice, which was so striking in the lives of 
virtuous heathens, and is really a phenomenon in 
the history of mankind, (which I mention, only 
because it affords a collateral argument for the truth 
of perhaps the only supposition by which it may be 
satisfactorily explained ; the existence of such books 
as I have described^ composed of fable joined with 
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true history^ and of false prophecies of great anti- 
quity added to more ancient predictions of God's 
trae prophets}^ will hardly bear a doubt. Since it 
is the necessary consequence of principles which 
cannot reasonably be disputed^ thai in early ages 
the worshippers of the true God would use all means 
to preserve the inemory of the first revelations^ and 
that the first idolaters retaining a blind veneration 
for these ancient collections^ when they no longer 
knew the real importance of them^ would not be less 
careful to preserve the false oracles in which they 
equally believed^ If sudi books e^idsted;^ it cannot 
bear a doubt that they made the ground-work of all 
the idolatrous worship of later ages^ and together 
with the corruption^ were the means of perpetuating 
spme disguised and obscure remembrance of true 
prophecies. So wonderfully hath Providence over- 
ruled the fblUes and the crimes of me% rendering 
them the instrumeuts of his own purpose^ and 
the means ^f general and lasting good. It was to 
the remains of these hooks which I have shewn you 
to have been in fact the corrupted and mutilated re- 
cords of the patriarchal churchy that the Greek phi- 
losophers were probably indebted for those frag- 
ments of the patriarchal creed; from which they drew 
the just notions that we find scattered in their wri-* 
tingS; of the immortality of the soul^ a future retri* 
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butioD; the unity of the divine substanee^ and even 
of the trinity of persons. For of this the sages of 
the Pythagorean and Platonic schools had some ob- 
scure and distorted apprehensions. And to no other 
source can ve refer the expectation that prevailed 
in the heathen world at large^ of a great personage 
to arise in some part of the East for Uie general ad- 
vantage of mankind. 

And in this I think you will now agree with me> 
|f you beat in mind the fact that I set out with prov- 
isk^ from historical evidence^ that certain books which 
^«re preserved as a saered treasure in the heathen 
temples^ contained explicit prophecies of Christ; 
which are more likely to have been ancient prophe- 
cies preserved in the manner I have described^ 
though not without a mixture of corruption^ for which 
tod I have accounted^ than the involuntary effusions 
of the impostors of later ages^ occasionally uttering 
true predictions under a compulsive i^uence Of the 
divine Spirit : an opinion which; I am persuaded^ 
would never have been adopted^ had ndt the sfevere 
notions that too long prevailed of an original repro- 
bation of the greater part of mankind^ made men 
unwilling to believe that heathens could be in pos- 
session of the smallest particle o^ true prophecy^ and 
pf course cut off all inquiry after the means by whicli 



Digitized by 



Google 



89 

it mi^t be conveyed to them. Beside tlmt^ in aB 
questions of diAeulty^ as this must be confessed to 
be^ men are apt rather to consult their ease^ by tak- 
ing op with the first plausible solution tbeir invention 
may devise, than to submit to the labour of an accn- 
Mte invesrtigation of facts^ and a cireumspect deduc- 
tion of con^uences. The fact, however, that books 
v^re preserved in flie heathen templed which con- 
tained true prophecies of Christ, rests, as I have 
shown you, upon the highest historical evidence. 
"Nm does it rest alone ujpon the co^ents of those 
books which were preserved at Borne under the 
name of the Oeacles of (^e GamiBan Sibyl ; tlia Mme 
perhaps might be established by another work, 
which was of no less authority in the East, where it 
passed for the work of Hystaspes, a Persian Magus 
of high antiquity^ I forbear however to exhaust your 
patience by pushing the inquiry any farther, and 
shall now dismiss the subject by cautioning you, 
not to take alarm at the names of a Sibyl or a Ma- 
gus. I assert, not that any of the fabled Sibyls of 
the old mythology uttered true prophecies, but that 
some of the prophecies which were ascribed to Si- 
byls were true prophecies, which the ignorant hea- 
thens ascribed to those fabulous personages, when 
the true origin of them was forgotten. For Hys- 
taspes, I will not too confidently assert that he was 
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not the compiler of the wrings whieh were eomnt 
ander his name ; but I conceive he was only the 
compiler from originals of high authoriiy. And a 
Magusy in the old 9ense of the word^ bad nothing in 
common with the impostors that are now called ma- 
^cians« The Ma^ were wise men who applied 
themselves to the study of nature and rdi^on. 
The religion of the Persians in the latest age that 
can be given to Hystaspes^ if it was at all tainted 
with idolaUy^ was only tainted in the first degree. 
And even in much later times Eastern Magi were 
the first worshippers of Afary's holy Child; which 
shbuld remove any prejudice the name of a Maguf 
might create. 
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SERMON I. 



Acts, X. 40, 41. 

- . ' 

^Mm GoA raised up the third iaiff and f^ewei 
^^him openly i not to all the people^ but to wit" 
^^ne$$eB ehoun before of Qjod.^ 



THE prop and pillar of the Christian's hope^ 

(whieh being once removed the entire buildiog 

would give way)^ is the great event which we at 

ttiis season commemorate^ the resurrection of our 

Lord; insomuch that the evidence of that fact may 

properly; be considered as the seal of his pretensions^^ 

and of the ^pectation of his followers. If^ not- 

withstanding the pure and holy life which Jesua 

ledy thi» wblkuty of the doctrine which he taught^ 

and the natural excellence of the duties which he 

enjoined; if after all the miracles which he per- 

M 
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formed^ he was at last forsaken of the Gk>d to whose 
service his life had been devoted^ if his soul at last 
was left in hell^ and the Holy One of God was suf- 
fered like a common man^ to become the prey of 
worms and putrefaction^ then truly is our preaching] 
Vdhkf and your faith is vun. It is to no purpose 
that we exhort yon to sacnfice present interest to 
fatore hopes ; to renounce iSie gratifications of sense 
for those promised enjoyments in the presence of 
God; to rely on his atonement for the pardon of 
involuntafy offencear; and to trust to a continual 
rapply (rfthe Holy Spirit; proportioned to the temp<> 
tations which the world presents. It is to no pur-, 
pose that ye submit to a life of mortiildifion and 
constrainty of warfare with the world and of conflict 
with the sensual appetite : It is to no purpose that 
ye stand in jeopardy every hour^ in painful appre- 
hension of the wiles of tile great deceiter^ the 
treachery 6f jtinv own unguarded hearts^ and the 
sallies of unconquered appetites. ^^If Gbrist be 
^^not risen from the dead/' all promii^ff that are 
made to you in his naitie are vain; and the contemtit 
of the present world is folly. If Christ be not risen 
from the dead^ the consequence nfust eiUier hi, that 
he ivas an impostor, and Ithathis whole doctrine 
was a fraud ; or if the purity of his life might still 
screen him from so foul an imputation^ and the truth 



Digitized by 



Google 



95 

of his pret«isioii9 be supposed consistent with a 
failttire of his predictions in the most important aiti- 
ele, you would only have in him a discouraging ex<4 
ample of. how little estimation in the sight of God is 
the utmost height of virtue to which human nature 
can attain. If neither the unspotted sanctity of our 
Saviour's charactcar^ nor. faisintimate union widi Jlie 
first prineiple of Ufe itself^ cgeuld give him adelive- 
ra,nce from the bonds of dealh^ what hope for us who 
have neither claim non plea, but what is founded oa 
the value of the Redeemw's sufferings; no union 
with^Ood but what we enjcgr as the disciples and 
.urorshippers pf his ineaniaie Son. l^iy beloveid^ 
^^ Christ is risen fircHU. the dead^ u^ become the 
*^ first fruits of them that ^lepf fiis remMnrectian 
was the accom^pliahment both of the ancient prophe- 
cies and of his own predictipn ; a declaraAon on the 
part of God that the great atonement was accepted ; 
an attestation to the truth of our Saviour's doctrine 
and of his high pretensions ; a confirmation of the 
hopes of his followers^ whieh renders it no less un- 
reasonable^ as the case stattds^ to doubt of the ulti* 
male completion of his largest promises^ than it 
would, have been to hope^ . had his promises, been 
actually found to fail in so pripcipal an instance. 
We have reason therefore to be thankfiil^ that in the 
first preachmg of the gospel^ Providence otdiuned 
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that a fact of such importance should be accompa- 
nied with irresistible evidence. Nor can we better 
employ tbe present season^ which the Ghnrch de* 
votes to the commemoration of this great events than 
in considering how complete the evidence of the 
ftctis^ notwithstanding the cavils that may be raised 
against it. For this reason I have chosen for my 
text a passage of holy writ^ in which^ as it stands 
at least in our £n^h Bibles^ the evidence is set 
ioitOi to the least advantage* 

The proof of the fact turises^ we are tol^ from 
the testimony of those^ who, from the time of our 
Lord's first entrance on his ministry, had beeii his 
constant attendants. Their report wai, that tbe 
sepulchre in which his body had been laid, was 
found empty on the third morning from the day of 
his crucifixion, notwithstanding tbe precaution which 
the Jews had taken to set sentinek to prevent a 
fraudulent removal of the body by his disciples ; — 
that his resurrection was declared by angels to cer- 
tain of his female attendants, who, for flie purpose 
of embahnfaig his body, made an early visit to the 
sepulchre; — -that he appeared to these women on 
their return to the city, and that same evening came 
unexpectedly upcm the eleven apostles as they sat 
at mtot/; — ^that for forty days aft»r this he appeared 
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. from time to time to the apoptles^ sometimes parta- 
king of tbeir meals^ discoursing with them upon the 
propagation of the gospel^ and shewing himself alive 
by many infallible proofs. 

The credihiMty of evidence in all casesarises from 
the Qundber^ the information^ and the* veracity o£the 
the witnesses. The nuniier of the witoeases in Uie 
present case^ if we reckon only the deyen apostles, 
(and many mmre might be reckoned/) was far greater 
than has ever been denned attfficieht to estpiblish a 
feet in a coulrt of justice in the most intricate imd 
weighty causes. Their ii^formation updn the general 
point in question^ ^^ that. our I^rd was seen alive 
^^ aftar his erucifixion^^^ was the most complete that 
can be ima^ned : — ^Thev could not be mistaken in 
his person^ who had so long and so constantly 
attended him. The veracity of a witness is to be 
measured^ not simply by the probity of his disposition 
and his habits of sincerity^ but by the qiptives which 
circumstances ma^ present to. him to adhere to the 
truthy or to deviate from it. No man loves false- 
hood for its own sake : no man therefore deliberately 
propogates a lie, but for the sake of some lidvantage 
to himself; and the advantage which a man pursues 
by falsdiood^ must always be something in the pre- 
sent world : His ease and security^ or the advance- 
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ment of his fortune. For no one who looks forward 
to a future state^ thinks that bis intercut there may he 
served by falsehood* It always therefore heightens 
the eredit of a witness^ if he is materially a sofferer 
by the testimony which he gives^ when he could not 
suffer either in fortune^ ease, jor rejpatationi by a con- 
trary testimony. Tlnb aposdss asserted our Lord's 
resurrection to their ownloss^ and at the hazard of 
their lives. To have denied his resoireetion^ at least 
to have disproved it^ which the ^ipostles m%ht easily 
have done had theihing been a^ fiction; to have ren- 
dered it in liny high decree questiopable^ which any 
of the apostles might have doneyhadnot the guilt of 
falsehood and prevarication seemed to them a greater 
evil thin any sufferings which the powers of this 
world could iniBet^ had been the certain road to 

wealth and honours. 

.1' 

To the charms of wealth and honours the apostles 
were not insensible. It was evidently the hopes of 
becoming the first ministers of the first monarch up- 
on earth which at first attached the sons ofZebedee 
to their master's service.^ The twelve were thrown 
into a consternation by our Lord's reflection On the 
incoilsistency of the love of riches and the pursuit of 
heaven; conscious^ no doubt^ that they were not ex- 
empt from the desire of riches although not bom to 
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the etpeetation of fheih ; and Simon Peter disco- 
vered a great aiixiety to know what valuable acqui* 
sions he was to make in our Lord's service^ in con- 
sideration of the old eraiky boat alld tattered nets (his 
all^ he tolled them) which ht had left upon the Gali- 
lean lake to follow Ghrtet. Nor were the apostles re- 
gardless of suflbritig and danger. Their desertion of 
our Lord in the garden 6f Gtethseiftanie shewed them 
by no means unconeerned flfboutthe safety ottheir own 
persons. Not therefore to llisist on the probity of the 
apostles^ (which appAats ih many cirenmstances of 
tte evangelical history)^ thei^ teraeity, by the cir- 
ennistanees in which they were placed^ is^ I main- 
kin^ rendered unquestionable* They persevered in 
am asseveration which exposed them to the highest 
indignities and to the cruellest perse<5ution $ to the 
loss of fame^ ef property^ of liberty^ and life^ 
1¥hen a denial or recantation might have secured to 
them '{he most liberal rewards and the most honour- 
able distinctions whioh the fiivour of princes and 
statesmen could bestow. In every eironmstance^ 
ther^fore^ for the numbii^, the information^ and the 
i^eracity 6f the witneiises^ tto testimony could snipass 
in it^ degree 6f credibifity that which DitM borne by 
the apostles to the ftict of our Lord^s tesurrection. 
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It is a very singalar circumstance in this testi- 
mony^ that it is such as no length of time can dimin- 
ish. It is founded upon the universal principles of 
huma«i nature^ upon liiaxims which are the same in 
all ages^ and operate with equal strength in all man- 
kind^ under all the varietieB of temper and haMt of 
constitution. So long as it shall foe contrary to the 
first principles of the human mind to delight, in falser 
hood for its own sake ; so long as it shall be true 
that no man willingly propagates a lie to his own 
detriment and to no pui^sej so long it will be Qdr- 
tain that the apostles were serious and sincere in th^ 
assertion of our Lord's resurrection. So long as it 
shall be absurd to suppose that twelve men could all 
be deceived in the person of a friend with whom they 
had all lived three years, so long it will be certaitf 
that the apostles were competent to judge of the 
truth and otality of the fact which they asserted. 
So long a» it shall be in the nature of man for his 
own interest and ease to be dearer than that of another 
to himself, so long it will be an absurdity to sup- 
pose, thai twelve men should persevere for year? in 
the joint attestation of a lie, to the great detriment 
of every individual of the censpirac^y, and without 
any joint or sefterate advantage, when any of them 
had it in his power, by a discovery of the fraud, 
to advance his own fame and fortune by the sacri- 
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ice of nothing more dear to him timn ttie reputation 
of Uie^rest ; and so long wAl it be incredible that th0 
story of our Lord's resurrection was a fiction wMdi 
the twelve men (to mention no greater nomber^} with 
unparalleled fortitude^^ and widi equal folly^eenspi* 
red to supports So long therefore as the evaogdl* 
cal history shall be {reserved ee^tire ; that Is^ so long 
as the histpriGal bo^lis of the New Ttsstament flfhatt 
be extant in the world; so long the credibility of the 
apostles' testimony will remain whole and unim^ 
paired. As this eireumstaace^ to have in itself 1U 
j^inciple irf'permanency; never happened to faumaa 
testimony in any other instance^ fios preservation t)f 
(he form and integrity of the ^ipostolic evid^jeei 
amidst all the storms and wrecks which Imman 
science^ like all things bumaa^ hath in the wtm% 
of ages ui^ergbne, is^ like ttie preservation of thm 
Jewish njeitioo; something oi a standing miracle* 
It shews; in the original propagation of the gospe1> 
that contrivance and forecast la the plan^ that power 
in the execution^ which are fair beyond the natural 
abilities of the. human mind^ ixnd declares that the 
whole wwk and counsel was of Ood, 

It may seem p^haps that the vc ^racity of the apos^ 
ties, in the report 6f our Lord's r esunreetioii, is too 
hastily concluded from the bardih jy^ which the^ in* 

N 
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curredby their constancy in the asseveration. Wealth 
and power are not the only objects to which men will 
sacrifice the^ ease, their fprtnnes^ and their lives. 
That personal consequence which is acquired by 
bold and ardooiis ondertakingi, and the fame which 
follows them in after ages, are sought by some as 
the highest good ; and as this ambition is incident 
to the most generous and the most active minds, it 
is in this pursuit that we see men the most ready to 
encounter danger andv renounce enjoyment The 
honour of being long remembered as the founders 
of a sect mi^t, with men of a certain turn of mind, 
t>e a motive to endure all the hardships which the 
apostles underwent. It must be confessed, that men 
will sacrifice much to rescue their memories from 
oblivion, and that the fame of being the first teachers 
ef a new philosophy t>r a new religion, will, by its 
singularity, be preferred to any other by minds of a 
particular compfexion. — ^But of all men that ever 
lived, the apostles were perhaps the least likely to 
be touched with this ambition. Theu birth was 
mean, their occupation laborious, their highest 
attainments were f jrobably no more than to be able 
to repeat the ten ccimmandments, and to have learned 
by rote some of the first principles of the Jewish 
faith. Such men were likely to be strangers to the 
pride of learning^ . and the ambition of invention and 
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Cflcovery. At leasts that twelve men of their eon* 
dition should be found in any one country^ at any 
one time^ inflamed with this passion in the degree 
id whieh they must all have been^ if it was the prin- 
ciple* which produced tibeir unanimity and flimness 
Jn the propagat&n of a ftcticm at all hazards^ that 
but one of the twelve should prove fiilse to so strange 
a eombinatiion; that he in a At of despair and re« 
morse^ the effect of bis treachery^ should hang him^ 
self^ and dying by his own hand^ not die wifiioat 
evident signs of God's anger pursuing him S» bii 
last moments ; — ail this seems a much greater im- 
probability than the extraordinary fact whieh is 
supported by their testimony. It might. sMm 
less extravagant to suppose^ that the sanguine hopes 
which they had conceived^ of the advancement of 
'their own fortunes in the kingdom of that tempo- 
ral Messiah which they had expected in our Lwd, 
together with his promise of rising on the third day 
after the death which he foretold he was to suffer, 
(tti which promise, however, as well as to the pre- 
diction of his death, the fact #eems to be they had 
given little attention :} It might, I say, be less extra- 
vagant to suppose, that this repeated promise of 
our Lord's, together with their own hopes of advance- 
ment in his temporal kingdom, might make them 
After his death an easy prey to the art of some new 



Digitized by 



Google 



104 

imposter^ who might take advantage of aonie general 
resemblance in himself to tike person and featares of 
ibe blessed Jesus^ to personate their crucified master. 
This might seem a supposition less extravagant than 
the former^ that the apastks wen aufgmded in the 
aeaeper^Hm (^ a fitUelwod % anr «mii|iro s^am 
wddent to m$n qf law ^*ri& and mean aitaimmente. 
Bojt the finet is^ that the.evanf^Ueal luistoy equally 
e^clud^s tfaQ one and the other supposition. If there 
V«$ any thing of foaud and delnsion in the story of 
out har^'e resurreoiioni itifl very evident the apostlea 
mflSt have had a prinei^l share in the eontrivaiiee; 
if. hb, irbaurreetionvras a fiction^ the hody was con^ 
wyed atiiay in the n^ht^ 

The.veport of his resurrection was spread early in 
the wAt morning by someof his female disciples ; 
their tale was presently confirmed^ not indeed in the. 
whftl09 hut in some collateral and secondary cireum- 
staneesj^ by the testimonies of St. iPeter and St. John, 
Some few hours after^ Feter vouches that he had 
seen our Sayiour. In th^ aftemiHm two of the dis- 
ciples bring the neWa to the apostles^ that they had 
met with him in their way to a village in the neigh- 
b^URhQfUd of Jerusalem} wi they ifelat^^ that they 
IM'liaeiKiiier reeogniffffd hi« person than he sudden- 
ly di^mpiieUed. Their taJe was hardly finished 
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wlraa SksAs in p%tifm salnfes ihe eonji^aiiy* From 
thfd time ten of the eleven apostles are load in the 
a$sertion; of hid reeovery from the grave ; and^ a 
wwk ajKesr^ (^ eleventh is cored of his afiEacted in- 
credulity^ and J0in8 in the report of ki» afisociates. 
The aposfles^ e^er separately or in company^ con- 
verse with him repeatedly. He tells them that all 
powe« is given him in heaven and in earth; he 
formally invests them witib a eommisiiion to preach 
the gospel, to the whole worlds and to fyrm a umver- 
sal chu]:ch^ open to all nations ; at last he leads them 
ont to Bethany^ and there^ in the act of hestowing 
on them a solemn benediction^ he was raised firom 
the earth imd carried to heaven in their sight Of 
the four writers who have transmitted this stoiy^ 
two^ Matthew and John^ were apostles. The ofli^ 
two^ Mairk and Jiuke^ by the consent of all antiqcuty^ 
wrote under the inspection of apostles^ — Mark un- 
der the direction of St. Feter^ Luke of St Fabl. 
The credit therefore of the apostles is pledged for 
the particulars of the narrative ; and whether we 
consider the story in itself^ or the writers of the story^ 
it is evident^ that if it was at all a fiction the apostles 
had a principal share in th^ fabrication of it. But 
since the apostles had Ho motive to fabricate the. lie^ 
or to persevere in the propagation of it; since the 
force of teoiptation drew ihe other way^ thatis^ to 
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indace them tq deny the fact^ or desist at least from 
the avowal of it ; that is^ since their veracity in this 
particular instance at least is unquestionable^ it fol- 
lows^ that if their report was a fiction^ it was not 
of their invention ; and yet it has been shewn^ that 
in the invention they must have had a principal part 
A fiction not coined by them^ and of which they were 
still the coiners^ is surely the fiction of a fiction^ the 
dream of a distempered brain. So that if any human 
testimony ever attained the certainty of demonstra. 
iion^ it is in this instance of our Lord's resurrection ; 
which is established with far greater certainiy by 
the evidence of the apostles^ than any other fact in 
the whole compass of ^ history^ sacred or profane. 
Thiis complete add perfect is the testimony of the 
twelve apostles to the matter in question. Bi^t a 
greater testimony is yet behind. 

Let it be suppose^d that the apostles^ to avoid the 
infamy of having been themselves deceived^ might 
conspire to propagate the delusion/ and either fabri- 
cated the story of our Lord's resurrection with all 
its circumstances, or entered into the views of some 
new deceiver who had the resolution to personate 
Jesus after bis crucifixion. Whence then was it 
that this deceit obtained the testimony of the Holy 
Spirit? The concurrent testimony of the apostles 
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ttemselveg and the Holy Spirit, form tbe evidbnee 
of our liord^s resurrection. ^^ He shall testify of 
^^ me/^ said our Lord before he suffered, ^^ and ye 
^ also shall bear witness.'^ That notable miracles 
irvere done by the apostles in the name of the Lord 
Jesus> was 80 manifest to all them that dwelt in Je- 
rusalem, that the bitterest enemies of their doctrine 
could not deny it; nor was it ever denied by the 
infidels of antiquity. On the contrary, their attempt 
to account for it by the power of magic, is a con- 
fession of the fact ; and while the fact is confessed, 
the conclusion from the fact is obvious and inevita* 
ble. To refer the miracles,^ which were wrought in 
. confirmation of a doctrine which went to the extir- 
pation of every corruption in morals and iii worship, 
and to the establishment of a praetical religion of 
good works springing from an active faith, to the 
spirit of delusion, is a subterfuge for infidelity which 
that spirit only could suggest. 

I have now briefly, indeed^ ancl in a summary 
way, but' more particularly than I thought to do, 
laid before you the irrefragable and permanent na- 
ture of the testimony by which the fact of our Lord's 
resurrection is supported. It is^ my intention to 
discuss a certain objection to this evidence, as the 
evidence is stated in my text, which must be allow- 
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ed to be vety pkosible ia the flrat apipMrftiiQe «ff it 
I mean to shew^ that it is the necessary consequence 
of certain circomstances; which indispensably re- 
quire that the evidence of the resii^rreetion should be 
just what it ki $ insomuch that the proof would he 
rather ifireekened than improved by any at^mpt tb 
completB it in the part in which it is supposed to be 
deficient. But this I shall reserve for future dts* 
courses. Meanwhile you will remei^ber^ that the 
entire evidence of our Lord'sf resurrection consists 
of two parts ; the testimony of the kposCles^ and the 
testimony of the Spirit. The testimouy of tbe apos- 
tles is the most complete that human testimony ever 
was ; the testimony of the Spirit is unexceptionable. 
The fact therefore Js established* So certain as it 
is that Christ died^ so certain it is that he is risen> 
He died for our sins^ he is risen for our justificatioi^. 
And remember^ thai the x>nly purpose for which 
Ghrkit died and rose again was^ that we^ enlightened 
by his doctrine^ edified by his example^ encouraged 
with the certain hope of mercy^ animated by the 
prospect of eternal glory^ ^^ may rise from* the death 
*^ of sin unto the life of righteousness/^ 
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Acts x. 40^ 41* 

^^Him God raised up the third day, and ^ewedhim 
^^ openly ; not to all the people^ tut unto untnesses 
^^ chosen before of God.^^ 



THE retarn of the season .devoted by the ehurch 
to the solemn eommemoration of our Lord's glorious 
resurrection seemed to admonish as« that we should 
direct our attention to the evidence by which the 
merciful providence of God was pleased to confirm 
so extraordinary a fact. The entire evidence con- 
sists of two branches : It is in part human, and in 
part divine. The attestation of the apostles to the 
fact makes the human part of the evidence; the 

testimony of the Spirit in the miraculous powers 

O 
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exercised by the apostles was divine. The human 
part is what is chiefly to be examined ; for the cre- 
dibility of that being once established^ the force of 
the testimony of the Spirit is obvious and irresistible : 
For^ provided the fact be once established^ that 
such miracles were p«rferm«d by the apostlesi these 
miracles were manifestly the ^^ witness of God^^ 
which he bore to his own Son. The historical evi- 
dence of the fact lies in the testimony Of the apos- 
tles themselves^ and in the eoncession of their adver- 
saries. The human testimony^ therefore^ the testi- 
mony of the apostlesy is to vlb^ who were not ey^ 
witnesses of Uie miracles which they performed^ the 
ground- work of the whole evidence. 

In my last discourse I explained to you^ iir a 
tiummary way^ that the credibility of this testimony 
arises from tb9 numherp the information^ and the 
wrueity of the witnesses. UTi^ir number, more 
than is required by any law to establish a fact m a 
court of justice; their information infallible^ if an 
infallible knowledge of their Master's person was 
the result of an attendance upon him fo? thrw years; 
their veracityy hy the circumstances ia which they 
were placed^ is rendered unquestionable : So that 
in this singular instance^ if in any^ the evidence of 
testimony emulates the certainty of mathematical 
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d6moii8tritiion. 1 6bewed yod^ tKiit the testimofiy <rf 
the apostks to the fact of our Lord'n resjarrection is 
not more extraordinary In th% djigree than in the 
permanency of the credibility which belongs to it 
It is not only so eonstitnted that it mast have been 
satisfaetoty and irrefragable at the time when it 
was delivered^ bnt so immntable are the principles 
on WMch the credit of it stands^ that by no length of 
time tan it suffer diminntion. What it was to the 
tiontemporaries of the apostles^' the same it is to ns 
now in the end of the eighteenth centuty ; And S6 
long as the historical books of the New Testament 
shall be extant in the worlds (and to snppsoe that 
a time shall eome when they shall be no longer ex- 
tant^ were^ 1 thinks to mistrast our Master's gra- 
jeioos promise); so long as these books then shall 
.be extant^ so long the testimony of the apostles shall 
preserve its original credibility. 

Another circumstance must be mentioned^ not less 
extraordinary than ^he permaoent nature of the tes. 
timony^ which may be called the poptdarity of the 
eiMence. It is not always the case that a proof 
built on true principles and sound in every part^ 
whichy when it is narrowly examined^ must of con* 
sequence be satisfactory to men of knowledge 
and discernment; is of a sort to be easily and gene* 
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rully understood* * For the most part^ perhaps^ the 
proof of fact is a thing more remote from popular 
upprehension tfaa|p scientific demonstration : For the 
^ionnexion of an argument is what every one natu- 
rally and neeessarily perceives ; but between a fact 
and the testimony of the witnesses who affirm it, 
there is indeed no physical and necessary connex- 
ion. A witness may speak r&shly^ without a suffi- 
cient knowledge of the fa^t which he pretends to 
assert, qr 1}q may speak falsely, contrary to his 
knowledge. Thus the folly and the vices of men 
have. rendered it for the most part very dif^eult to 
perceive, how the certainty of a fact arises from 
the attestations given to it ; and to appreciate the 
credibility of historical evidence is become a tfusk 
for the highest and most improved abilities ; r^qui; 
pn^ a certain dexterity and acuteness of the mind 
in detecting great fal^acies^ an^ in reconciling seem-^ 
ing inconsistencies, which is seldom to be acquired 
\n any considerable degree but by a practical fami- 
liarity with the habits of the world, joined to a^ 
accurate and philosophical study of mankipd. And 
accordingly we see, that men of the slowest appre- 
hensiouy if they have had but a sufficient degree of 
experience to make them jealous of being imposed 
upon, are always the most averse to believe extra- 
ordinary narrations. Bot in the case before us, no 
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cgiLtraordinary penetration is requisite to perceive 
the infallibility of Uie evidence^ Every man has 
experienced the certainty with which he distin- 
guishes the person and the features of a friend. Every 
one knows how .dearly he loves himself; with 
what reluctance he would sacrifice his ease and ex- 
pose his pemop in any project^ from which he ex- 
pected no return of profit or enjoyment And with 
this experience and these feelings^ every one is 
qualified to sit in judgment upon the fact of our 
Lord^s re^urrectiQi;!^ and to decide upon the evi* 
dence. And in this, circumstance^ no less than ill 
the permanent nature of the evidence^ we may see^ 
and we have reason to adore the hand;of Provi« 
deuce. For to what can we ascribe it but to the 
over-ruling provideivce of God^ that while the proof 
of historic facts^ is^ for the most part^ pf the most 
intricate and embarrassed* nature^ the most ex);raor- 
dinary event which histpry record? should be ac 
companied with- a proof as. universally perspicuous 
as the fact itiself is interesting? Every man born in- 
to the world is interested in the event which has 
opened to us all the gate of heaven. And the evi- 
dence which accompanies the fact is sucb^ that 
every man bom into the world is in a capacity to 
derive conviction from it. 
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Notwithstanding^ however^ the solidity and the 
general perspicuity of the proof considered in itself^ 
it may seem to lie open, to a considerable objectiM. 
Many objections have indeed been brought against 
it. Some have been taken jfirom the varieties with 
which the four ^evangelists relate (he first declara- 
tion of the event by the angels to the Gfalilean 
women at the sepulchre. These I consider as ca^ls 
radier than objections. Every attentive reader of 
the gospel knows^ that the female followers of our 
Lord were numerous. He will easily discover^ 
that these numerous female followers had made an 
appointment to meet at the sepulchre at an early hour 
of the first day of the week^ for the purpose of em* 
. balmingthebody ; a business which the intervention 
of the Sabbath had obliged them to postpone. He 
will easily imagine that these women would be 
lodged in different parts of the city, and of conse- 
quence would come to the sepulchre in several 
parties and by different paths ; that* they arrived all 
early, but not exactly at the same lime. He will 
perceive, that the detachments of the heavenly 
squadron, the angels who attended on this great 
occasion, to whom the business was committed of 
frightening the Roman sentinels from their station^ 
of opening the sepulchre for the admission of the 
women, and of announcing the resurrection^ became 
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visible and invisible at pleasure^ and appeared to 
the women of the different partie^i^ m they Bucees- 
sively arrived^ in different forms^ apd accosted them 
in different words ; and in this way the first eviden* 
ees of the fact w^re multiplied^ wMch had beeii 
mgle, had the women all arrived in a^body at &q 
same instant^ and seen all the same vision.^ il^ach 
^ evangelist^ it may be supposed^ has confined him^self 
to that part of the story which he had at ihe first 



. * The company which saw what is related by St. Matthew, 
(of which company Mary Magdalene, although mentioned by 
the evangelist, was not I think included,) went by a path 
which led to the front of the sepulchre, and came within sight 
of it early etfough to be witnesses to the descent of the angel, 
the flight of the guard, and the removd of th^ stone. While 
these things passed, Mary Magdalene with her party were 
coming by another path which led round the back part of the 
sepulchre, and came not within sight of the entrance of the 
sepulchre till the first party had left it^ They therefore no 
sooner came within sight than they saw that the stone was 
removed, and Mary Magdalene immediately ran back to inform 
Peter and John of her suspicions. The rest of the women of 
that party proceeded to the sepulchre, entered it, and were 
assured ' of our Lord's resurrection by the angel, whom they 
found within the tomb In the manner related by St* Mark. 
Presently after tiiiese women had left the sepulchre, Peter and 
John arrived, followed by Mary Magdalene; for she hastened 
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band from tb« women who had first fallen in hia 
way^ and each woman related what she herself had 
seen and heard, which was different from what had ' 
been seen and heard by the women of another 
company. These few simple observations^ as they 
reconcile the narratives of the several evangelists 
witl^ each other, and the particulars of each narra- 
tive with the general fact in which they all consent, 
dissipate any objections that may be raised from ther ^ 
varieties of their story. The objection which I 
purpose to consider, in the first face of it is far 
more specious. It seems to arise spontaneously 
from the state of the evidence which is given in the 
text, and thus throwing itself in the way of every 
one who reads the Bible, or who hears«it read, it 
seems to be a stumbling-block in the way of the he^ 
liever, which it is our duty, if God shall give us the 



back to the sepulchre when she apprised the apostles of her 
fears. After Mary Magdalene, waiting at the sepulchre, had 
seen our Lord, and was gone away to carry his message to 
the apostles, Luke's women arrive, and are informed by two 
angels within the tomb. In the interval between our Lord's 
appearance at the sepulchre to Mary Magdalene, and the 
arrival of Luke's party, he appeared to St. Matthew's party, 
who were yet mpo^ the way back to the city. For that the 
appearance to Mary Magdalene was the first, St. Mark 
testifies. 
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ability^ to remove. ^^ Him bath God raised up^ and 
^^ sheared bim openly ; pot to all the people^ bat to 
*^ witnesses chosen before of God.'^ 

The selection of witnesses carries^ it may be said^ 
no very fair appearance^ Jesus was seen alive af- 
ter his crucifixion^ but he was seen^ it should appear^ 
by those only who had been his early as$ociates^ 
who had been employed by him to travel over the 
. country as his heralds^ proclaiming him as the long 
expected Messiah^ who by the event of his public 
and ignominious end were involved in general con- 
tempt and ridicule. Why was he not shewn to all 
the people^ if the identity of his person would stand 
the test of a public exhibition P Was it not more 
likely^ that the Jewish people would be sooner con- 
vinced by his own public appearance^ than by the 
report of those who had long been considered as 
the first victims of his imposture^ or the sworn ac- 
complices of his fraud ? The most incredulous of 
his enemies had declared they would believe in him^ 
if they might but see him descend from the cross. 
Would they not much more have believed had they 
seen him on the third day arisen from the grave ? 
Were the Jewish people kindly treated when they 
were punished for their infidelity^ of which they 

might have been cured^ had the evidence been af- 

P 
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forded them which in so extraordinary a case thejr 
might reasonably demand t In such a case^ the 
CHOICE of witnesses brings a suspicion on their 
whole testimony ; a surmise that they were chosen^^ 
not of God^ but of themselves and their confederates. 
Perhaps they preferred persecution, with the fame 
attending it^ to security accompanied with contempt ; 
and they p^tended a selection of themselves to be 
witnesses on the part of heaven, to give the better 
colour to the lie which they were determined at 
all hazards to maintain. 

This imfterifection, as it may seem, in the proof of 
our Lord'fii resurrection, was not overlooked by the 
infidels of antiquity. It was urged in one of the 
first written attacks upon Christianity; and Origen, 
whose elaborate confutation of that able adversary 
is still extant, allows that the objection is not con> 
temptible. The fact which creates the whole difli- 
culty (that Jesus was not seen in public after his 
interment), seems indeed confessed in the text, and 
confirmed in general by the evangelical history. 
Nevertheless, this fact is not to be admitted without 
dome limitation. We read in St. PauPs first epii^ 
tie to the Corinthians, of a certain appearance of 
our Lord to more than five hundred brethren at 
once. So large a company is not likely to have 
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been assembled in, a bouse^ nor is it likely tbat tbey 
met by accident; tbe assembly mnst have been 
called together for some express purpose ; i^nd what 
purpose so likely as to receive tbe satisfaction which 
was absolately afforded them^ of beholding with 
their own eyes their crucified Lord restored to lUe? 
Nor is it to be supposed^ that an object uf the ha- 
man size and form could be seen distinctly by five 
hundred persons all at once^ but by day-light 
Qere tiien is one appearance of our Lord^ in which 
no circumstance of privacy could be pretended. It 
, was by day- light; in the (^en air; Notice had 
been given of the time and place of the appearance^ 
Tbe notice which drew together so numerous an 
lissembly^ at a distance from the capital^ or any 
populous town^ must Jiave been very public ; and 
from a sight to which five hundred brethren were 
admitted^ it is not easy to conceive that any who 
were not brethc^n^ if they were pleased to repair 
to the appointed plaee^ at the appointed time^ could 
be excluded. Indeed^ if this appearance of tbe 
five huildred i^corded by St Paul^ was tbe same 
with tbat on the Galilean hill recorded by St 
Matthew^ which is tibe opinion of the most learned 
critics and divines^ and is highly probable^ because 
ihe appearance on the Galilean hill was an appear- 
auf^ at a set time and place> as that to tbe five han« 



Digitized by 



Google 



120 

dred must have beea ; if these^ I say, were one and 
the same appearance, it is certain that our Lord was 
seen upon this occasion by some who were not 
brethren. For St. Matthew relates, that when 
Christ was seen and worshipped on the Galilean 
hill, ^^some doubted.'' Not some of the eleven 
who are mentioned in the preceding verse, for the 
eleven doubted not. Thomas was the last of the 
eleven to believe, yet Thomas ceased to doubt upon 
our Lord's second appearance in the ev^ng assem- 
bly, on the Sunday se'enight after his resurrection. 
Nor is it likely that doubters should be included by 
St Paul in the i^umber of those whom he dignified 
with th^ appellation of brethren* This appearance 
therefore in Ghnlilee was public, not to the disciples' 
only, but to a promiscuous multitude of dilrciples and 
of doubtful unbelieving Jews. The assertion there^ 
fore of my text, that Christ, raised fhim- the dead, 
was not shewn openly to all the people, is to be un* 
derstood with some limitation. Onc^e he certainly 
was shewn openly, perhiips not often^r than once ; 
and if once or twice more, still his appearance was 
not public compared with the unreserved manner of 
his conversation with the World daring his triennial 
ministry. He resorted not daily to the temple ; he 
preached to no multitudes in the fields ; he perfor* 
med no public miracles ; he held no public dispu^ 
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tations ; he was present at no weddings ; he ate not 
with publicans and sinners. They were only his 
chosen witnesses to whom ocular proof was repeaU 
edly given that he was indeed alive again. In a 
general way of speakings it is to be confessed that 
he was not shewn openly to all the people. But 
what if the assertion were thie in the utmost sense 
in which the adversary would wish it to be aceep* 
ted ? What if it were granted^ that the pretended 
appearances after the interment were not public in 
any single instance? It will follow that our Lord^ 
if he was really alive again^ was not seen by many : 
What of that? Is it a necessary consequence that 
he was not seen by some? Is there no evidence of 
the mi^y who saw him not^ and have therefore no- 
thing positive to say upon the question^ to overpower 
the explicit assertions of those who depose to the 
fact of repeated appealrances ? It will hardly be 
pretended that the bare faet^ that he was not seen 
by the many^ amounts in itself to a proof^ that the 
story of his resurrection was a fiction. 

But it is supposed^ I apprehend^ that had the 
resurrection been real^ public appearances would 
have heightened the proof of it ; arid that^ on the 
other hand^ if the thing was a fiction^ the conceal- 
ment of the person who. was made to pass for Jesus 
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among the eredaloos disciples^ wu a iiieaii» of pre- 
Tenting a detection of the fraud.' And it is thought 
unreasonable to suppose^ that the belief of so extra- 
ordinai^ a thing should be required of the world on 
the part of heaven^ without the highest proof that 
could be gi?en^ or without a fair submission of the 
evidence to the strictest scrutiny. The olijection, 
therefore^ is this^ that the proof whieh is produced 
et the fact is less than might hare been procured 
bad the thing averred been a reality^ and that^ «uoh 
as it is^ it was not submitted at the time to tlie ex* 
mmination of the public* In my next discourse I 
shall endeavour to shew you^ that the objection is of 
a sort to deserve less attention than yoU may at first 
imagine^ even if what it presume were true^ that 
the frequency of public appearances would have 
been a means of heightening the evidence of fact on 
the one hand, or of detecting an imposition on the 
other. Secondlyy I shall shew you that both these 
presumptions are indeed erroneous : That an open 
conversation with the world would neither have 
added to the proof of a real resurrection, nor con- 
tributed to the detection of a counterfeit. Apd after 
all I shall shew you, that frequent public exhibitions 
of the peri|on after the resurrection, if they could 
have heightened the proof of the &ct, had been 0a 
other accounts improper* Insomuch, that what the 
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atoiy might have gained in credit by an addition of 
testimony^ it would have lost in another way^ by an 
impropriety and inconsistency which might have 
been charged upon tlie conduct of our Lord. 

Meanwhile^ if it should occur to you to wonder 
that Jesus^ after his resurrection^ should not be 
shewn openly, but to chosen witnesses, remember^ 
that by the fundamental maxims of the doctrine 
which Jesus preached, it is the privilege of the 
^.^pure^ in heart/^ and of them only, to see God. 
In some sense, indeed, God is seen by all mankind, 
and by the whole rational creation^ God is seen by 
ali^men in his works, in the fabric and the motionB 
of the material world. ^^ The heavens declare the 
^< glory of God, and the firmament sheweth his ban- 
^^ dy-work.^^ The- very Devils see him in his judg-^ 
ments : Wise men see him in his providentml go- 
vernment of human actions, in the rise and fall of 
states 4 and empires: The pious believer sees him 
with the eye of faith, in the miraculous support and 
preservation of his church from the attacks of open 
enemies, the treachery of false Mends, and the in? 
temperate or the lukewarm zeal of its weaker mem< 
bers. S(e sees him with the intellectual eye, dis- 
cerning, in part at leai|t, his glorious perfections ; 
and tibey^ and only they, who thus see him now, 
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shall at last literally see tlie majesty of the God- 
head in the person of their glorified Lord* By the 
lost world Jesus shall be seen no more^ except as 
he hath been seen by the unbelieving Jews^ in judg- 
ment^ when he comes to execute vengeance on them 
who know not God and obey not the gospel ; but if 
any man keep his sayings he shall be admitted to 
his presence^ ^^ that where his Saviour is^ there he 
^^ may be also.^^ 
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Acts %. 40^ 4i* 



^^Him God raised up the third dajfy and shewed him 
^^ openly; not tq all the people^ hut unto wih^ssss 
^^ chosen before of God.^^ 



IN my first dLseourse upon this text 1 endeav* 
oured to explain to you the credibility of the tes- 
timony which was borne by the apostles to the fact 
of our Lord's resurrection ; its original credibility 
at the time when it was delivered ; its undiminished 
credibility ki all succeeding times ; and the univer^ 
8ality of the proof^ not only as it must subsist to all 
ages^ but as it is accommodated to all capacities. 

In a second discourse^ I stated some of the prin- 
cipal objections which our adversaries have raised 

Q 
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to elude tbe force of this inyincible proof. I she^f* 
ed yoa the fatilitjr of those \yhich are taken from a 
pretended disagreement of the evangelists^ in their 
relation of the manner in which the discovery was 
made to the women who visited the sepulchre on 
the Sunday morning. I shewed you^ that the 
whole force of these objections rests on a very im- 
probable supposition^ which has not the least coun- 
tenancie in the circnmstanees of the story> that the 
numerous female followers of our Lord went all in* 
one body to the sepulchre;^ that they all arrived at 
least in the same instant of time, and all saw the 
same vision. Admit only that the women went in 
different parties, that they arrived some a little 
earlier some a little later, and that the attending 
angels shewed themselves to the different companies 
iti different forms, and ac<26sited them in different 
words, and you will find no disagreement of the 
four evangelists, no differences in their relation 
which should affect the credit of their testimony to 
the general fact. Their several narrations harmo- 
nize as different parts of one story, each relatmg 
the particular part which he. could best attest. 

1 engaged in a more, particular discussion of an 
objecti(»i, in the first face of it far more specicnis, 
founded on the acknowledged concealment of the 
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pers(m of Jesus after his resurrection. Forty days 
elapsed before he took leave of this sublunary 
worVd by an ascension to heaven in the sight of his 
apostles. In the interval he was seen repeatedly 
by them and by other disciples ; but it seems to be 
acknowledged in the text, that he was not shewn 
openly to all the people. 

I shewed you, that the assertion that he was not 
pQblicIy seen is to be understood with certain limi- 
tations. That once at least our Lord was shewn 
openly to as many as thought proper to repair to an 
appointed place. The circumstances of this ap- 
pearance will not admit of the supposition that ahjf 
were exclifded from the sight, unless the body in 
which he was seen by th^ five hundred was, upon 
this occasion, visible only to the brethren. A sup- 
position in itself not absurd, perhaps not improbable, 
were it not det aside by St. M&tthew's testimony, 
that he was actually seen by some at least who 
were not-brethren, by some who doubted while the 
elev^ worshipped. He was therefore, upon this 
occasion, visible to all without distinctiou. 

Of any other public exhibition of the person no 
trace is to be found in the history of the forty days. 
And if we nught suppose it to have been once at 
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twice repeated^ still his appearance was not publie 
pompared with what it had been daring his triennial 
ministry. Nothing like an open familiar qonrersa- 
tion with the world can be pretended or indeed 
supposed. It mnst be confessed^ with a certaiii 
limitation^ that h^ was not shevf n openly to all the 
people. To the rulers of the people he was never 
ahewn at all. His single public appearance was 
not in the metropolis or its vicinity^ but in a remote 
confer of Galilee^ wher^ his friends and follower^ 
were the mqst numerous^ and his enemies in thQ 
least credits Insomuch^ that even in this instance 
there was something of a selection of spectators ; 
and the 4:andid believer, by the evidence of the 
|;ospeI history itse}f> is reduced to i^ cfHi^ession, (^ 
concession^ however, in which he will find catise tp 
glory )^ that whatever reality there may be in the 
story of his resurrection^ Jesus evc^r after it shunpe4 
the public eye. 

Xt is imagined by the adversary^ that had thQ 
resurrection been real^ public appearances woul4 
have heighten^ the proof of it ; and tt^at^ on the 
pther hand^ if the thing was a fiction, concealment 
of the person was a means of preventii^g a ready 
detection of the fraud. And he thinks it unreason-c 
f^ble to snp^se, Uifat the t^lief of i^ tiuag so extn^r 
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ordi^ary sbaold be required of tbe world on the 
part of heaven^ without the highest proof that could 
be givctfi^ or without a fair .submission of the evi- 
dence^ such as it might be^ to the severest scrutiny. 
The sum of the objection then is this^. that the proof 
which is produced of the fact is less than might have 
been given had the thing averred been a reality^ and 
that^ such as it is^ it was not fairly submitted at the 
tiiiie to the exasdlkation of the public. 

» ■ . 

I come now to shew you/ as I engaged to do^ first y^ 
that the objection is really of a sort to deserve little 
"^ attention^ even if what it presuv^es were true> that 
the frequency of public appefl^anees would have 
heightened proof on the one hand^ or facilitated the 
detection of fraud on the other^ 

Secondly^ That the ohjjection is erroneous in both 
these suppositions. 

And when I shall have ;thus overturned the objec- 
tion^ I shall shew you^ that without any regard to 
what the proof of the fact might have gained by the 
frequency of public appearances^ or what it might 
lose by the want of them^ other con^ideratious reo- 
der^d it improper and indecent^ that our Lord arisen 
*from the grave sho\ild renew his open conversatioq 
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with the world in general. So that; be the force of 
the objeetion what it may^ if there be any truth m 
oar Saviour's high pretenaions; any thing of reality 
in the evangelieal fleheme of redemption^ his resur- 
rection^ be it ever so much a^fact^ must in the nature 
of ftie thing be obnoxious to this objection. That 
Christ should rise from the dead, and that risen he 
should converse openly and familiarly with the 
world in the manner in which he did before his 
passion^ these two things are incompatible ; so that 
if both appeared ias facts upon the sacred recoMs^ 
the proof which it is supposed pight have accrued 
to the resurrection 1h>m the frequency of public ap- 
pearances; would have been overpowered by the 
general incohc^nce of the story. 

Firsts I say^ the objection, were the assumptions 
true on which it rests, would be of little weight. 
The reality of a fact is always to be measured by 
the positive proof on one side or the other, which is 
really extant in the world. If no proof is found 
but what ii^ in itself imperfect, as When the witnesses 
seem too few, or their reports contradictory, &e 
feet is questionable. Biit if any proof exists in it- 
self unexceptionable, the thing is ndt to be question- 
ed for the mere want j>f other proofs, which men 
living at a distance from the time and the scene of 
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the basiness^ may imagine it might have had. Meu 
afe very apt ta lose sight of this principle. They 
are apt to amuse tjhemselves with a display of their 
sagacl^ (for such they think it)^ in alleging the 
proof that might h|tve bee% when their penetration 
wonld be better Qhewn in a.fiur examination of what 
is actually extant They are not aware^ that in thus 
opposing proof which is not^ to that which is^ they 
tire really weighing a shadow against a substance ; 
and that the lugl^st argument of a weak mifL^ (an 
imputation which they most dread)^ is not to feel 
the force of presept evidence. Thus it is^ that 
^^ professing themselves wise they become fools.^' 
This is an answer which will aj^ly on every occa- 
sion^ when m^ resist the conviction of a proof in 
which they can discover no fallacy or imperfection^ 
upon a pretence that some collateral proof of the 
same t^t, which would have been more satlsfiictm<y^ 
is livanting. An olyection of this sort is always 
frivolous^ even when it is true that the requited 
proofs had it been extant^ woi^d have been more 
'satisfactory than any that is founds provided what 
is found be in itself a just proofs true in its princi- 
ples^ cohffirent in its parts^ and fair in its conclu« 
iions. 
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But^ secondly, I affirm^ that in the particular case 
before us^ the required proof which is supposed to 
be wanting^ had it been given^ would have been no 
addition to the evidence of the thing in question. 
If our Lord really rose' from the grave^ as we be- 
lieve he did^ the evidence of the fact would not have 
been heightened by repeated public appearances to 
the Jewish people^ It is evident^ that to have seen 
him ever so often after his resurrection^ would have 
qualified no dne to be a witness of the fact^ who 
had not such a pirevious knowledge of his person as 
might enable him to perceive and attest its identity. 
Perhapis we may insist upon another circumstance^ 
that every one pretendiog to avouch the resurrection^ 
should have been an eye-witness of tik crucifixion. 
Forthefj&ct to be attested is, that this same' man 
^f was dead and is alive again.^^ But in the innu- 
merable multitude that was assembled to behold the 
tragic scene on Calvary, how many may be suppo- 
sed to have had such a view of the divine Sufierer 
as might bring them acquaintei} with his person? 
The far greater part not only saw him at a distance, 
but in the tumult which would attend the dismal 
spectacle, they would never get a steady view: 
They would now and then^ catch a momentary 
glimpse of a part only of hm person, which they 
would lose again before any distinct impreasion 
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tould be mAde. Those who saw the whole trails^ 
action from the most advantageous stations would 
see the cheeks pale^ the features CQuvulsed^ the 
whole body distorted with the torture of the punish- 
ment. Those who saw the very beginning 6f this 
horrid business^ who saw Jesufi before he was fas- 
tened to. the ctoss^ would see him exhausted with 
the mental agony in the garden, lirorn down with 
tiie fatigue of his long Examination) ahd with the 
pain of those preparatory inflictions, which> by thd 
Boman law, by the terihs of which he suffered, were 
the constant prelude to a capital execution, and in 
this instance had not been spajred. Kor would the 
spectators be sufficiently composed, a^tated as they 
all would be, some with the horror of the scene> 
some witt pity of his sufferings, some with joy fof 
the success of their infernal ipadmiations, undet 
one or anotfier of these various emotions, none would 
be sufficiently composed to observe and remark the 
peculiarities of his person. Insomuch, that of those 
who saw him now for the first time, few, perhaps^ ^ 
had he ever been seen by them again, would have 
known him from either of the malefactors who were 
made the eompamons of his agonies. 

It may seem, perhaps, that at the time of our Sa- 
viour's eraciftxion his person must have been gene« 
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rally Well known among the Jew«^ wlira^ for a 
longer time tban three yearg^ he had suatained the 
public character of a teadier and a prophet. He 
. had been much resorted to for the fame of hia doc- 
trine and for the ben^t of his miracles, as well as 
for an opinion which, to the moment of his appre- 
hension, prevailed among the common pe^le, that 
he would prove the long expected deliverer of the 
nation. It may be presumed, therefore, that many 
who saw him expire on fbe cross were previously 
well acquainted with his person. But if it be con- 
sidered, that during the whole period ot hi|i ministiy 
he was constantly in motion, travelling from place 
to place; that the mnltitudes that followed him 
"ijrhenever he appeared in public were for the most 
part numciM)us, to the amount of several thousands, 
it^will seem imptobab|e that the number of those 
cpuld be great, who ha4 the good fortune to get a 
distinct sight of htm oftener than OQ^e ^n the whole 
course of his triennial ministry. Of eosisequence, it 
% improbable that many beside hia constant follow- 
ers knew him well enough to identtfy bis pttrson. 
They who had not this distim^ knowledge of his 
person, however firequ^i the publk appeanmeeflr 
had been after the resurrection, were not qualified 
to be witnewea of the fact even to ifaemsd^s. The 
cotaviction tiiat tte person whom they now saw aUre 
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wa» the rame persou who bad {leeii ptit to diatfi^ 
they mast have owed to the attestations of those who 
knew him better than they. And the few who 
mi^ be the best acqaainied with his person still 
were not qwl^d tobe wUnesaeBofhis resurrection 
to^the worUf unlees their knowledge of the person 
was itself a fact of puhlic notoriety* For to estab- 
lish the eredit of a witness^ it is not. soffident that 
he be really eompetont to jadge tot himself of the 
reality f^ the fact which he takes it upon him to 
attest^ but his eompetoiupy in the matter mnst be a 
thing generally known and understood^ Now this 
W0S the CMC of the apostlea. It is; a notorious faet| 
tiiat they ebnld not be ineompete^ in flie knowledge 
f»f thfeir MaM^s pt»son presented to thdr aenaes. 
Bttt the same thing, althoa|^ it might have been 
equally tme^ conld not be equally manifest- of 
any who had pretended to join in their, attesta^ 
tion^ frofn a knowledge of his person acquired in 
aceide^l interviews^ of which the reality was 
known onfy to themselves. Their testimony would 
rather have ^£9credited the cause than heightened 
the evidence^ as in all cases, the depositions of 
witnesses suq^ted of incompetency have no effiact 
bst to eveate a prepdice a^dnst the faet wMeh they 
assort, and to diminish the force otbetter testimony^ 
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wldeb^ left to itself would liftve ptodtteed €oiivie« 
tioiu 

It appears^ therefore^ npon a niee diaeussioii of 
the question^ that the evidence which we actually 
have of our Lord's resurrection^ in the testimony of 
flie chosen untnesses^ is indeed the greatest of which 
ihe fact is naturally capable. No ottier could have 
been transmitted as original; testimony to posterity^ 
BO other could have been satisfactory to the public 
at the time. The demand of frequent public exhi- 
bitions of the person is the demand of folly; not 
perceiving the distinction between a just proofs by 
which a fact may be established^ and those vague 
reports which eveiy one adopts and no oneowns^ 
which serve only to multiply doqbt and to propagate 
nncertaitaty. Public ap|iearances could have added 
nothing Uo the testimony of the chosen witnesses. 
By destroying the precision of the story^ they might 
have diminished the efficacy of its proper ;evidetice. 
The ccmvietion to be derived from them would have 
been appropriated to the few wbii had a distinct 
knowledge of pur Saviour's person^ and the whole 
beqeftt of their conviction would have been confined 
^ themselves^ If. it should seem ttuit such persons 
}iad a right to the Evidence of their own senses> ber 
pause they were qualified to receive it^ the piimsipl^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



1S7 

perhaps might be doubted^ for the testimony of the 
apostles was of no less force with respect to these 
persons than to the rest of the world ; and I cannot 
see tbat^iny man in any ease has a right to more 
than proof* Tet it may be presumed^ that a provi* 
«ion was mereifaUy made Tor their particular eon« 
viction^ by the appeiiranee in Galilee* It is remark* 
able at least, that the prorinee where our Saviour's 
person must have been the most generally known, was 
ehosen for the scene of the single public exhibition. 
The testimony of sense was, by this choice of the 
place of appearance, made as general as a single 
ftppearance could make it; and mwe perhaps was 
luK; to be done for ihc^ (satisfaction of individuals, 
without hazarding th^ credit of the public evi- 
dence* 

For Oie same reasons far which frequen<^ public 
appearances would not have l^ei^iteiied the,«vidence 
of the fact^ if the resurrection w^s real, they would 
have contributed iiothing to the deteetipn of the fai- 
lac;y, had it been a fiction. Those to whom the 
livingperson had.been unknown were as m qualified 
to deny af to siffirm the identify; luid any whose 
knowledge of the person had hem so acquired as 
not to be notorious to the public, however ttiey 
might decide upon the fact fw. themselves, their 
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tetttmony on other sidd wu iuigniflieaiiL At the 
Mine time; an appearance in Gtalilei^ the province 
where the family of the real JeBaa- livedo where 
the whole of his own life had heen passed before 
the eommenceineBt of> his uinistty; and the greater 
part of it afierwArdi ; where he perfiMrmed his llrst 
miracles^ and delivereil his first discourses ; a pnblie 
appearance in this part (rf the edtatry^ at a set time 
and plaeei was a stqp on which ati impostor hasdly 
wonld have risked his «edit» 

Thus it appears^ that the objection to the ftct of 
our Lord's resurrection; arising ftom the conceaU 
ment of his persoii; specious as at first it seems^ rests 
upon no solid foundation,' The fact bmng of rack 
a natur^; that however unreserved the exhibition of 
the person had beeU; its evidence must still haye 
rested on the testimony of chosen witne^^es; which; 
notMrithstanding any ireqaency of public tqppearan* 
ees; would still have been the single proof. For to 
the perfection oi this proof taken J>y itsdf; the cer* 
tainty of the fact must still have been propwtional. 
Had it been io^erfeet; public appearatms, oeuld 
not have supplied the deficiency. Pedec^ as it i% 
its validity is nothing weakened by the mere abeenee 
of insignificant attestations. 
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Th«re wen^ peibi^s^ uMrng the enemies of our 
Lord^ some who were well acquainted with his per- 
son* Such were many of the Pharisees with whom 
he disputed^ the chief priests before whom he was 
examined^ Herod and bis courtiers^ Pontius Pilate^ 
and the grMt officers of his train. It may be ima^- 
Bed that many^ if not all of these^ would have been 
converted by repeated public appearahces after the 
resurrection. Their attestations would certainly 
have carried considerable weight; and infidelity 
may dreain^. that it i# a suspicious circumstance that 
the method was not taken Which might have procured 
so important an addition to the evidence^ and to any 
but an impostor must have ensured success. The 
truth is^ that all this evidence would have consisted 
in the testimony of particular persons ^ and my 
testimony of particular persons which the frequency 
of public appearances might have procured^ would 
still have been the evidence of chosen witnesses. 
To ask^ therefore^ why the evidence of the Pha- 
risecf or the priests^ of Uerod or the Romaic gover- 
nor^ was not secured^ is only to ask^ why the chosen 
witnesses were not othe» than they are ? Or why the 
number was not multiplied ? It might be sufficient 
to reply^ that the number was more than sufficient^ 
that the persons chosen, for iheir^ competency and 
veracity; were unexceptionable. But a special 
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naflOQ will appear^ why the ralen of the Jews were 
not admitted to the honour of bearing witness to him 
whom they had curacified and slain^ when I come to 
allege the particular considerations which^ without 
regard to what the proof of the fact might have 
gained by the frequency of public appearances^ or 
what it may have lost by the want of them> rendered 
it improper that our Lord^ arisen from the grave^ 
should resume his open conversation with the world. 
Improper in that degree^ that in the same sense in 
which we say of Gkid that he •cannot be unjust or 
cannot lie^ it may be said of Christ that he could 
no^ after his resurrection^ be openly conspicuous to 
all the people. 
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SERMON IV. 



Acts, x. 40, 41» 



^Him God raised up the third day, and shewed 
^^him openly} not to all the people, but unto 
^^ witnesses chosen before of GodJ[ 



WE are still upon the propriety of a selection oi 
witnesBes to attest the fact of ooir Iiord's resurrectioti. 
In my last discourse I discussed the objection which 
may be brought against the fact, from the »ckiiow^ 
ledged concealment of the person. The whole force 
of the objection rests on an assumption, that the 
frequency of public appearances, on the one hand, 
would have heightened the evidence of the fact if it 
were real ; on the other, would have been a means 
of detecting the fallacy had it been a fletion. I 
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have shewn you that the objection is of a sort to 
deserve little attention, were the assumption true : 
Because the reality of a fact is always to be mea- 
sured by the positive proof, oh one side or the other, 
which is really extant in the world ; which is never 
to be set aside by the mere absence of another 
proof, which men, living at a distance from the 
time and scene of the transaction, may imagine 
might have been had. For this indeed, were to 
make the caprice of men the standard of historie 
truth. 

I shewed you farther, that the assumption on 
which the objection is built b false in both its bran- 
ches : That the frequency of public appearances 
^ould have been no means of heightening evidence 
or of detecting fallacy. It b essentially necessaiy 
to tke proof of any fast >y testnnony, that the mU 
nissses nhovid he x^iasen. , Witnesses niMst be c^Qseo 
who are competent to ^the knowledge of the tiuMg 
which they attest, and whose competency is iteelf 
a fact of public notoriety. In the case in question 
witnesses were to be chosen wJio had a distinct 
knowledge of the person of lesus before his pasmm, 
and of whnm it was. pubUdy known that they had 
(Ms previous knowled^ of the person. I shewed 
you that thb was likely to be Ave ease itf veiy few 
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uiioiig the Jews, except oar Lord's coastaiit follow* 
ers, and certain leading ^rsons in the faction of his 
persecutors. A particular reason why the latter 
were excluded from the honour of bearing their 
testimony to him whom th^y had perseeuted and 
filain, will presently appear; for I come now to 
Ae last part, of the task in which I am engaged^ 
which is to shew you, that, without any regard to 
what the proof of the fact mi^t have gained by the 
frequency of public appearances^ mr what it mighit 
lose by the want of them, other considerations ren* 
der6d it improper and indecent that our Lord, arisen 
from the grave, should irenew his open conversation 
with the uidbelieving world ;-r*imp^per in that de- 
gree, ^that in (he same isense in which we say of 
6od that he cannot be unjust and cannot lie, it may 
be said of Christ that he cotdd not, after his resur- 
reetion, be universally and ordinarily conspicuous 
to an the people. And this indeed is the only an- 
swer which Origen thought it worth while to give to 
the objection brought against the fact of the resur- 
rection from ):he concealment of <lur Saviour's per. 
«on. He is at no pains to shew^ what he wanted 
not acuteness to discern, or eloquence to persuade, 
that the evidence of Ihe fact could not have been 
heightened by any frequency of public appearances 5 
Init, as if he would allow the advantage resulting 
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from them to the proof to be any thing the adversary 
might bo pleased to suppose^ he rests his reply oa 
the sole consideration of an unseemliness in the 
thing required^ constituting what may be called a 
moral impossibility. 

To anderstand this^ it will be necessary to con-, 
sider the manner of our Lord's appearance to his 
disciples after his resurrection. We shall ihidy even 
in his interviews with them^ no trace of that easy 
familiarity of intercourse which obtaiaed between 
them before his deaths when he condescended to 
}ead his whol^ life in their society^ as a man living 
with his equals* Had the history of his previous 
]ife been as mysteriously obscure^ as that of the 
6>rty days between the resurrec1io& and ascension is 
in many circumstances; had his previous habite 
been as studiously reserved^ proof would indeed 
have been wanting that he had ever sustained the 
ponditidn of a mortal man^ and the eftov of the 
DocetsB; who taqgbt that he was a man in appear- 
ance only^ might have been universal. !E|ut the 
truth is^ that the scheme of redemptiQU required^ 
that before the passion the form of the servant 
sboi^ld be predominant in the Redeemer's appear- 
ance ; that after his resurrection the form ^f God 
§hpuld be cpnspicuous. Accordingly^ th|N>u|;hoii| 
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klji preTious life bis manners were grave but unre* 
served^ serious ratber tfaan severe; his deportment 
highly digpified^ Imt unassuming,; and the whole 
course and method of his life was uneoncealed^ and 
it appears to have been the life of a, man in every 
eircnmstance« He had a home at C^pernaam^ 
wherei he lived with his mother and her family^ ex- 
isept when the stated festivals called him to Jeru- 
salem^> or the business of his minjistry induced him 
lb visit other towns. When he travelled about the 
country to propagate ^his doctrine and to heal those 
Ihat were vexed of the Devil^ the evangelical histcnry^ 
for tibe most part^ informs us whence he set out and 
whither he went ; and with as n^uch, iiccaracy as 
can be expected in such compendious commentaries 
, as the gospels are^ we are informed of the time of 
his departure from one place and of hi^ arrival at 
another. We can^ for the most part^ trace the road 
by whiph he. passed; we can mark the towns and 
villages which he tqucfaed in his way ; and in many 
instances we are told^ that in such a place he was 
entertained at the house of such a person. Upon 
these joumies he was attended by the twelve and 
other disciples^ and except upon one or two very 
extraordinary occasions^ he travelled along with 
them^ and just as they didi. Upon some occasions 
his own body was the subject of his miraculous 
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pcywer. In ite natonil constitotioo^ Itowever^ it wvs 
plainly the mortal body of a man. It soflBBred from 
inanition^ from fatigoe and external violence^ and 
needed the refection of food^ of lea^ and sleep : It 
was confined by its gravity to the eu ill's surface : 
It was translated from one plaee to another by a 
successive motion through the intermediate space : 
And if in a few instances^ and upon some very ex* 
traordinary occasions^ it^ was exempted from the 
action of mechanical powers^ and divested of its 
physical qualities and relations^ — as when^ to escape 
from the malice of a rabble^ he made himself invisi- 
ble^ and when he walked upon a stormy sea ; theisre 
were the only instances of our Lord's miraculous 
powers in his own person^ which no more indicate 
a preternatural constitution of his body^ than his 
other miracles indicate a preternatural constitution 
of the bodies on which they were performedi That 
be walked upon the sea is no more a sign of an un- 
common constitution of his own body^ which sunk 
not^ than of the wkter which sustained it. In every 
circumstance ther^ore of tiis life^ befinre his passion^ 
the blessed Jesus appears a mwtal man. An exam^ 
pie of virtue he indeed exhibited^ which never other 
man attained. But the example was of human vli^ 
tues ; of piety^ of temperance^ of benevolence^ and 
of whatever in the life of man is laudAble. Before 
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Ikis resurrectioii it was in power only^ and in know- 
todge^ that he shewed himself divine. 

After hip resurrectioii the ebange is wonderfuL 
Iiisomiich thkt^ except in certain actions which were 
done to give his disciples proof that tbey saw in him 
their craeMed Lord arisien from the graye, he seems 
to have done nothing like a comm^on tnan. What. 
ever was natural to him before^ seems now mira^cu- 
loas ;. what was before miraeulotts is now nainral. 

The change fii^st appears in the manner of his 
resurrection* , It is evident that be had left the 
sepulchre before it was opejied. An angel^ uideei]^ 
Was sent to roll away the stone^ but tMs was not to 
let the Lord ont^ but to let the. women in. For n^ 
sooner was the thing done than the angel said to 
the women, '' He is mot here, he is risen; come and 
<^i9ee,the place where the Lord lay.V St. Mat* 
thew's women saw the whole process of the opening 
of the sepulchrci for they were there befpre it was 
opened. They felt the earthquake;— they saw the 
angel of the Lord descend from heaven; — they saw 
him roll away the vast stone which stopped the 
monUi of the sqinlclMre, and, with a threatening 
aspect, seat himself upon it ; — tiiey saw the sentinels 
fall down petiMed with fear. Had the Lord been 
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tvaitiug within the tomb for the removal of the stone^ 
whence was it that they saw him not walk oat ? 
If he bad a body to be confined^ he had a body to be 
actually vii^ble ; and it is not to be supposed^ that 
with or without the heavenly guard Which now at- 
tended him, he was in fear of being taken by the sen- 
tinels and put a second time to death^ that for his 
security he should render himself invisible. But he 
was already gone. The huge stone^ which would 
have barred their entrance^ had been no bar to hi9 
escape^ 

With the manner of leaving the sepulchre^ bis 
appearances, first to the women, afterwards to the 
apostles, correspond. They were for the most part 
unforeseen and sudden ; nor less suddenly be disap- 
peared. He was found in company without coming 
in, he Vas missing again without going away. He 
joined, indeed, the two disciples m the road to 
Emmaus, like a traveller passing the same way; 
and he walked aloiig with them, in order to pre- 
pare them by his conversation for the evidence 
which they were to receive of his resurrection. But 
no sooner was the discovery made, by a peculiar 
attitude which he assumed in the breaking of bread, 
than he disappeared instantaneously.. The saiae 
evening he presented himself to the apostles, at a 
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late hxmtf asflembled in a roQm wUh the docM |b||| 
Itliat i% fast made up with bolts and bars^ for fear ^ 
a visit from th$ uabelieving Jews^ tbeir pemeeotofSt 
To him who bad departed from the imop^ed 
Mpulchre it was no difficulty to enter tiie baincadoed 
chamb^. From all these circumataiieM ife is eiri. 
dent that his body had undergone it9 chimg^ The 
liorruptible had put on inoorruption* It was . no 
longer the body of a man in its mortal state; % was 
the body of a man raised to life and immortaMty> 
which was now mydterioiusly united to divinity* 
And as it was by miracle, that^ /befpre his deaths k* 
walked upon the sea, it was now by minele tha(y 
for the eonvictioQ (tf the iiposfles, he shewed i|i hiff 
person the marks of his siifMngli* ^ y > 



Consonant with, this exaltatiwi of his 

nature was the change in the manner of his life* 

He was repeatedly .seeu by the disciples after his 

resurrection J and so seen as to give them many 

infallible proofji that he was the very Jesus who haA 

suffered on the cross. But he lived not with them 

in familiar habits, . His time^ for the forty days pre^^ 

eeding his ascension^ Vas not spent in their society. 

They knew not his goings out and comings in. 

Where he lodged on the j&veningof his resurrection^ 

after his visit to the apostles^ we read not; nor 

T 
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were tbt apostlei themselves better inforilrii&d that 
we. To Thomas^ wbo was absent when our Lord 
appesf ed^ tihe report of the rest was in these word?^ 
'^ We have seen the Lord.'^ That was all they 
liad to say : They had seen him^ and he was gone. 
Th^y' pretend not to direct Thomas to any place 
where he might find him and enjoy the same sight 
None of them eoold now say to Thomas as Natha- 
niel once said to Philip^ ^^Gome and see." Ob 
the*journey from Jerusalem to Galilee he was not 
their companion^— ^he went before them. How he 
went we are not informed. The way is not de$cr|- 
lied : The places are aot mentioned tbrongh which 
|ie passed: Their names^are not recorded^ who 
accmnpanied kirn on the road^ or who^ entertained 
him. The disciples were conlmanded to repair to 
^slilee. They were not told to *stek l^im at. Oaper- 
naum^ his former residence^ or to inqmre for him at 
his mother^s hoqse. They w^re to ailsemble at a 
eertain hilL Thither they repaired ; they met him 
there ; and there they worshipped him. The place 
of bis abode for any singk night of all the forfy days 
is nowhere mentioned ; nor^ from the most diligent 
examination of the story^ is any place of his abode 
pn earth to be assigned. The conclusion seems to 
be^ that on earth he had no longer any* local resi- 
dence^ his body requuring neither food for its subsis- 
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talioe, ]»ria'iodgiiig ibr its sbelfeir and repoto : JBe 
was b'eeosie the inhabitant of another re^pon^ from 
wMeh he came occasionally to converse with his 
^ikcqileac • His visible ascension^ at the expiration of 
Ite forty Haysy being not the necessary means of bis 
viemoval^/bnt a tdken to the disciples that this was his 
last visit ; an evidence to them tbat the heavens jistd 
now received him^ and that he was tobe seeto iqo 
more on earth wiiii tlfe eor^real eye tSl the reiiMiit 
tion of ail things. ' Ui . ^ i 

M might have been less particnlair Mfi^e det9il.||qf 
eireumstaKces which lead to i^is c^ncl^siony hadi it 
appeared iii on? ,!Biiiglish BSdes^ sii^ 4t does in tiff 
original^ tbat St Peter nnurdliy ass^ theyef;; 
same thing in t^ wwds of ^lj teix^t^^/^f I|im 6o4 
raised up th^ third day/' s^ys 8t. Peter^ >^and 
^^ shewed him opieoly/' aaonr EngUsh ^Bibles have 
it^ f < n|>t to all the fieople.'' But }m^: ]» a mofnifest 
contradiction. Not to be shj»iifi;iito fil}; the p^ple 
is^not t^ibe (ihewm f^penly*- ^'^p b|e i^ewn openly 
therefore not to all the people^ is tp be shewn and 
not td b^ shewii at the same tinoie. The literal 
meaning of the Greek words is tfais^^ ^^ Him God 

■^ ' ' ' ' ' ■ ■ ' >, " ' ■ I . ■■ ■ I 11 » i 

• Et dedit emn manifesitttm fieriw— -ru^. Et dedit e^m 
ut cotupicietur ap^ie.^-«*TaaxEx.L' ex Sjr, I'ecitque at i$ 
csnspicwu fieretw*-«^Bsz^. 
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f^'tfldfled, up ihtv tbird. day^ and gave him to bo 
C^ visible," Not openly visible j. no' sudi thing ii 
oaid; it 18 the very thing denied; Bot ^hcigavo 
Ibim to be vii^ible.'' JTesos waa no longer im a stato 
io be natorally visible to any man. Hit ^bQdy wat 
indeed risen^ bnt it was become thai iM>dy which Sti 
9Mil describes in the flfteekitti ehapter of hisftrst 
qpdatle to'ihe^ CkHrinthians^ which having no syn^ 
iwthy. with Iftb^g^foss ybodies of this veatrthl;^ ^»h0M^ 
nor any place among them^ mwA ^ be : juidisfier:? 
idble to the hitman organs^ till they shall have 
Uidiir^ne ^i^-^hi^at teflnement; -Tlie' divinity 
imiUd Io tiftf blesae^ Jestts produced in a short 
i^ee that ttein]^ in li^^ which in other men^ ae^ 
iioMing to fB^ mysterKius physids Df St, PanV n^^i 
tie the ' effect of a slower profiessr The divinity 
tiniteS to him having raised liiW on tU third day 
Ihim the gntye^ in % body tneorrapdble and invisible^ 
l^ve Uiii' to" become nsiblei- oceteitfmiUy/ not to aU 
ihepeoplci Bnt to hfa^htosen witnetsrses^ to those who 
were Chosen to the' privilege of beholding 0od ikce 
t0 ilkce in (he perisbn of his Son/ of attesting the 
Iket of Christ^i -tesmtectio% i&nd' of publishing 
l^n^the wptld the glad i^ngsof tiiegenend 
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^Thus^ you uee, etery appearance of our Iiord to 
^apoBtles after bis lesjarrection^ was in ti^uth an 
appearance of ttie great'Ood^ the Maker of heaven 
and «arth^ to mortal mida. The conferenees^ though 
freqiifent^ seem to have: been shorty and upon each 
oeearion niixed nith that eondescension. which waa 
neceaaaiy to-^Velbe diseqples laearible evidence of 
the reality of flie jreanrrectioh. ' We discover much 
of a reserved di^igr im his deportment ; it two of 
high a«lhoit^! prevjails in his language^ and scme^ 
flliag profoundly mydteiioiis in hia ttctiiiiis. Ifis 
fi^miliar conversation wjlth the; world before his 
pafisio9 was rjprineijpal branch of bis humiliation; 
Itnd hi» huniiU4tion;.was an essential par^ of fliose 
tnfferings by wliicJi the g|uilt of man was expiated. 
|9tttt the atonement IMug once made, the form of a 
servant was to be removedif Ghrist was to reassume 
his ^ory, and (obe seen no more but as the only 
bogot^ of tl^ J^ather, : s . 

Would you now ask; why Jesus after his resur* 
rection was not rendered visible to all the people? 
Will you not rather stand aghast at the impiety of 
the t^uestion? Afikp why God is of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquily? Ask, why he who conversed 
with Abrahaitt aa a man talketh ^h his friend, 
oonTonfid not bnt in Judgment with the vile inhabi* 
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tuts of- Sodom? Ask^ why Moses only of ^ ttie 
eongregation was allowed to enter the thick dark- 
ness where God was? The appearances to the 
apostles after the resorreetisHi/ were of the same 
kind with the appearances in the earliest ages to the 
patriarchs and tiie chosen rulers tof the Jewish 
nation. He who^ to converse with Ahraham^ veiled 
bis ^ory in a traveller's disguise ; he who appeared 
to Joshua under the walls of Jerkhb in the habit of 
a warrior^ with his sword ready drawn for the' 
attack^ he who was seen by Gideon and Manoahin 
ttie human iorm ; the same shewed himself at 4he 
sepulchre to Mary Magdalen in the form of a gard« 
ener^ to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus 
as a wayfaring man^ to ttie eleven* separately^ or 
altogether^ in various forms at varidus times ; iipo^ 
every occasion^ in the manner of his appearance 
manifesting his exaltation, and yet finding means 
to afford them satisfactory proofs that be was the 
same Jesus who had died/ 

It is true, &ai in those earlier ages the ever 
blessed Son of God appeared in a body assumed, 
it is probable, for each partieula:r occasibn, whereas 
his appeariinces after the resurrection were in that 
permanent body to which, after Mary's conception^ 
he was inseparably unitedi But this circumstance 
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may hardly be supposed to malte any material dif- 
ference. The difference^ whatever it may seem^ 
was overlooked by St. Paul^* wbo^ in the 15th chap-* 
ter of his first epistle to the Corinthians^ enumerating 
the principar appearances after the resurrection^ 
closes the catalogue with the appearance to himself 
which wrought his conversion. The mention of this, 
as the last in order, shews that he considered it as 
of the same kind with all the rest. But this appear- 
ance to St. Paul was an appearance of the Lord in 
glory. It was no less an appearance of God, in 
the form of God, thair that td Moses at the bush* 



. * The argument drawn, in this iMfragraph, from the iqppear- 
aiice to St Faul, may «eem in some degree precarious. Be- 
cause it may be thoagl|t uncertain, whether the appearance 
mentioned 1 Cor. xv« 8. he that on the road to t)amascus, or the 
vision afterwards in the temple. This latter was a Vision 
to the ^ipostle in a trance. It appears not certainly that Jesus 
was in this instance seen in the human form ; but the oon- 
TE ART appears not. However, as the apostle saw this Tinon 
in a trance^ it seenis more reasonable to understand what Is 
said 1 Cor. xv. 8. of the appearance on the road to Datoascus^ 
when the apostle was in no trance. For what men see en- 
tranced is generally deemed l^ss real than what they see in 
their natural state, and less fit to be alleged in evidence or 
jCrgttment. 
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St. Fral saw notj^iiig bub that tremeiidaiui ligbt^ 
which strack himself anci his eompanions to the 
. ground. He saw not the man Jesus^ he saw only the 
light — ^the token of the divine presence ; and from 
the midst of that light he heard the voice of Jesus 
speaking. Yet this appearance, in which the huma^ 
form^f Jesus was not rendered visihlci is mentimied 
as the last instance in which Jesus Was seen after his 
resurrection; which proves^ that all the rest in 
which the human form waa seen^ were considered 
hy the apostles as, equally with this, mai^estations 
of the Deity. • 

This curcumstance, tiie confessed diviniiy of the 
person who appeared, was the obstacle to public 
appearances* The Jewif h nation, in the rejection 
of our Lord, had filled the measure of its guilt. They 
were cast off. God no longer held bis visible resi- 
dence among them ; and henceforward he was to be 
found only in the Christian church. Our Saviour had 
accordingly publicly warned the Jews, when he was 
led to crucifixion, that ^^ they shotM $$b him no nwre^^ 
till they should be prepared to acknowledge his 
authority. He had privately told the apostles that 
^Hhey should see him agairty hut the world should 
^^see him no more.^^ In conformity with these 
predictions of his own, and with the whole plan of 
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tev^laiitm, his single public appeatwce aflet the 
resurrection was not at Jerusakm^ but in a remote 
comer of OaBlee^ which was in some degree a s^« 
lectfen of spectators. It is remarkable^ that Ananias 
tells St« Paul that God had chosen him to see the 
Just One. In short, from every circumMance of the 
story of tte forty days which intervened between 
oor Lord^s resurrection and his visible' asceiisipn^ 
from the assertion of my ijdxty and from the intima^ 
tions of other passaged of Scripture, it is evident^ 
that our Lord, arisen f«om the grave, could not be 
shewn openly ta all the people : He could not re- 
sume his famiiiar conversation with the world ; be^ 
cause they who may be admitted to this inmiediate 
commumon with the Beity, musit be persona distitia^ 
guished by their godly dispositimi9 from the mass of 
the corrupt world^ and chosen by God himself to so 
high a privilege^ , ? 

Hence we are tai^ght the univeriGail importance of 
the precept so ofte^i inculcated upon the Israelites 
Wder the law, and adopted by Bti Peter as a gene- 
ral maxim of the Christianas duty, ^^ Be ye holy, for 
^^ I, Jehovah, your God, am holy,^^ " If the want of 
holiness exduded the mass of the Jewish people 
from that sight of God^ in the person of our Lord, 

Which was granted to tte apostles and other believers 

U 
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here on jeartb^ aad from the benefits Mrhieb that sight 
might have conveyed to them^-— the testimony of 
their own senses to the truth of our Lord's. pretM* 
sious^ and the certainly thence arising of (he sahra* . 
tion of the faithful ; much more shatl the want of 
holiness finally exclude from (he sight of God in 
heaven^' and from that fulness of joy which shall be 
the portion of those who shall be admitted to his 
presence. To see the Godhead in fhe person df 
our Lord^ is propoted to (he Christian's hope^ as the 
highest privilege of the saints that shall overeome. 
The physical capacity of this vision^ is placed by 
St John in a resemblance and sympathy that the 
glorified bodies of the saints diall bear to the body 
of our Lord in glory. ^ We know/' says St^ John^ 
^^ that when he shall appear we shall be like him ;'' 
we must be like hini^ ^^ because we shall see him 
^^as he is.'^ St. Paul speaks with no Uas confi- 
dence of the resemblance we shall bear to him. 
^^Oor Lord Jeftns Ohrist^'^ he says^ ^ shall change 
^^ our vile body^ ttat it may be fiMsbioned like uirte 
^<his glorious body, according td the workings 
<^ whereby he is able to subdne all things to him* 
^^self." Or^ as the passage m%ht nHiie properly 
be rendered^ ^^ Who shall cause the fashion of oar 
^ body, of hnmiliatlon to be made like unto his body 
^^ of glory, aceordmg to the energy of hia powev of 



Digitized by 



Google 



159 

^subdaing all things to himself." This transfor- 
iiiatioQ of the bodies of the faithful^ by the power of 
our Iiord^«requirea a previous transformation of the 
mind to a resemblance of him^ by faith in his word^ 
hj reliance on his atonement^ by conformity to his 
precepts^ and imitation of his example. For he 
that hath this hope in him^ of being transformed into 
Hk^ likeness of his Lord| ctf seeing him as he now 
is^ and of standing for ever in his presence ; he that 
hath this hope ^^ pwnflnth himself as he is pnre." 
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SERMON L 

PsAUf % xcvii. 7- 

<^ WatOkip him 0U ye goiiJ[ 



IT fibcwdd be « rale with every one who would 
Ned <he Holy Ser^^Hfts with advante^ and im- 
ffbvement^ to cempare e?eiy iext^ which may seem 
either important (or the d^trine it may ccNatain^ or 
Temaifcable for the tarn of the expression^ with the 
parallel passages in otiber parts of holy writ ; that 
Uy witti thepassi^ in wlifeh the sabjecf-matter is 
Ae same^ the sense equivalent, or the turn of the 
expression similar. These parallel passages are 
easily found by the marginal references in the Bi- 
bles of the larger ^m. It were to be wished, in- 
deed, that no Bibles were printed without the mar- 
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^. It is to be hoped that the objection obviously 
arising from the necessary augmentation in the price 
of the book^ may sometime or other be removed by 
the charity of religious associations. The Society 
for the Promotion of Ohristian Knowledge coiild not 
more effectually serve the purpose of their pbus 
institution^ than by applywfi-MflWfnrt of their funds 
to the printing of Bibles, in other respects in an or- 
dinary way, for the use of the poor, but with a full 
margin. Meanwhile thoae who can afford to pur- 
chase the lai^er Bibles should be diligent in the 
improvement of the means with which Providence 
has furnished them. Particular diMgencfe should be 
used in comparing the parallel texts of the Old and 
the New Testaments. When you |ead the Old 
Tesjtament, if you perceive by the ma?giu that Any 
particular passage is c^it^d in tl^ I^ew, tarn toithiit 
passage of the New to which the margin r^ers^ .4hiit 
you may see in what ma^per^ in what s^n^^and to 
what purpose, the wprds^of the more ancietit ave 
alleged by the later writer, who, in iii«ny ini^«aoa% 
may be supposed to have received cl^rer light 
upon the same subject : On the oth^ hm^^ when in 
the New Testament you meet with pitatipns .from 
tiie Old, always consult the original writer, that yiHi 
may have the satisfaction of judging for yourselvei^ 
how far the passage alleged mi^kes for the argument 
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wkkh It ifl bfon^t to support. In doing this yoa 
willfnnitate the CKxamiAe of die godly Jews of Bensa^ 
wbieb k recMded with approbation hi ihe Acte of 
HwApDsties, who^ wbenPaal and Sila& reasoned 
mitik them out of the Seripfores of the Old Testae 
wuait^ eleiirl]^ settiiig before ttiem the pvopbedes 
Miecopidng tte Messiah, and the icecmpMshnbteni of 
those prqAeeif^ kl Jesirs^ whom il^y prteehed^ 
^^searahed the Seriptores doiQr^ whether tiisM 
^thivgs were sb.^ These Betoan Jews compared 
ttie pavalkl passages of St<. Paul's oral ck)ctpke with 
fiiB MTtitleir Setiptnres off the Old Teskment And 
IM nam sboold with equal difigence conparef tiiA 
written deetrine of St PsluV and of his Mk^ laM 
booieiBl). ^th the wrifings of the Old TestlUmest II 
Saiismdible tetfny one, who has nM in: some deU 
gptie jnade tte etpeitBient^ what a j^fleknoy a^y 
bn 'iaade in that knowliedge whieh makath Wise 
HHto^.Miltalkn^ by" studying (he Seriptnres hi thk 
'WMaier^ without any other coinineniary or expositioo 
the* wfaatthe diflbrent parts, of Ae saered vohimd 
inptoaUy fttnish fbr Mch Mhtvu I will not scrupk 
iofissaat^ thai tbe^uost ^literate Christian, if ho can 
but fMd Ilk JS*g)ish Bible, aad^ will takB tlie paintf 
to read it in tj^k manner^ wHl not only nttnin-aU tha< 
praetieal knowledge which iis necessary to his sal-- 
vatira, bu^ by Sod's blessing, he will become learn- 
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ed in every thing relating to his religion in mch 
degree^ that he will not be liable to be misled^ eitlier 
by the refined argaments or by the faite assertions 
id those wbo endeavour to ingraft their own opinion 
upon the oraeles of Ood. He may safely be igno^ 
rant of all philosophy except what is to be learaed 
fjNmk the sacred books ; wbich indeed contain tlie 
highest philosophy adapted to the lowest apprefaen- 
sions. He may salbly remain ignorant of i^ll hiskny^ 
except ^o much of the history of the first ages of 
the Jewish and of the Christian church as is to be 
gathered from the canonical books of the Old and 
New Testament. Let him study these in the mas* 
Ber I recommend^ and let him never cease to pray 
for the illumination of that Spirit by which these 
books were dictated; and the whole compass ef 
abstruse philosophy and recon£te history sfaaH fhr- 
nish no argument with which the perverse will ef 
man shall be able to shake this learned Cbriitkn^ 
faith. The Bible thus studied will indfeed prove to' 
be what we Protestants esteem it, a certain and 
sufficient rule of faith and practice, a helmet of sal* 
Tation, which alone may quench the fiery dAtt* of 
the wicked. My text, I trust, will provte a Stiiking 
iwtance of the truth of these assertions! 
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• If^ in wigamwt with any of the false teaebers of 
tfie pre«ent day^ I were to allege this text of the 
Pflalmist in proof of oor Lwd's divinity^ my antago* 
mat woold probably reply^ that oar Lord is not once 
nentianad in the psalm; that Uie subject of the 
psalm is an assertion of the proper divinity of Jeho- 
vah^ the Ood of the Israelites^ as distilignished from 
the imagiiiary deities which the heathen worshipped. 
Tfa» psalm therefore^ whieh proposes Jehovah^ the 
God of the Israelites^ as the sole olgect of worship 
to men and angels^ is alleged^ he would say^ to no 
pnrpose> in justification of worship paid to another 
person. And to any one who might know nothing 
more of the (me sense of this passage than may 
appear in the words taken by themselves^ my adver- 
sary might seem to have the better of the argument. 
I think I should seem to myself to stand confuted^ 
if 1 knew no more of the meaning of my text^ or 
rather of the inspired song of which it makes a part^ 
than an inattentive reader might collect from a hasty 
view of its general purport. But observe the refer. 
ences in the margin of the Bible^ and you will find 
that a parallel passage occurs in the epistle to the 
Hebrews^ in the first chapter at the sixth verse. 
Tarn to ttiis passage of the epistle, and there yon 
will find this text of the Psalmist cited by St Paul 
to this very piurpose^ namely^ to prove that adoration 
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is dve fimm the UMMd «ii|;eli of G«d to the only 
iMKottoii Son; for Aus lie reiuniu: '<Wbea h» 
'^bringeUi in the Finit Begotten into the world ho 
» Mith, And let all the angels of GM worship Urn.'' 
The only passage in the Old Testanent, m thft 
Uebnw text now stands, is this sevetttii veiseof tho 
uMy-s«venth psaln. The words of the Psalmist 
indeed are these. << Worship him *U ye esds." 
The apostle, that he aii|^t clearJIy exekde a jUnf- 
n3xty of gods, while he asserts the Godhead of tho 
Son, thinks proper to explain the Psalmist's w<«rds, 
by substituting ''all the angels of Ood" for "»U 
** the gods." But it is veiy evident that the First 
Begotten was, in the apostle's judgment^ the oijeet 
of worship propounded by the Psalmist, otherwise 
these words of the Psalmist, in which he calls upon 
the angels to worship Jehovah, were alleged to no 
purpose in proof of the Son's natural preeminepce 
above the angels. For either the Son is the object 
of worship intended by the Psalmist, or the Son 
himself is to bear a part in the worship so oniv;eraally 
enjoined. 

But further, the colliUion of the PsalmistV text 
with the apostle's citation, will not only enable the 
unlearned Christian to discover a sense of the 
Psalmist's words not very obvious in the wocds them* 
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selves, tat it will alao give him wMxt, aMiMgli 
9mmwMj infoniiilioBi iipoii a poiat of ewkaiMtml 
ajitiquity of gpeat impostttcei uppn whidi tira ilUte- 
niacmiiiioltekii(NnBedby«ayottiet BiMte* laih^ 
kite Attempto to teiive ttw Ebiensnui hetiMjfy moeb 
stress iiBB .been lekl by tbe leaders of tke impiette 
ebttfedera^y vpon <be epiiiioDs of the primitive 
cborehef Jemsatem. Tbqr tell you with great eomf^ 
deftte, that tbe Bedeemer was never worshipped^ nor 
bis divinity aekftowledged^ by the members of that 
didreb. The asserttdn has indeed no other ftmnda- 
tion but the ignorance of these who make it^ who 
confbtind a miserable sect^ which separated from the 
ehurch of Jenisalem^ witb the church itself. But 
how IS the truth of the fkct to be proved to the illite- 
raie Gbristiao^ unread in the history of the primitive 
ages? who yet must feel some alarm and disquie- 
.tade when he is told^ that he has been catechized 
in a faith never held by those first and best Chris- , 
tians^ the converts of the apostles^ among whom 
James^ the brother of our Lord^ was bishop. Holy 
writ, if he is diligent in consulting it^ will relieve liis 
scruples and remove his doubts^ not only upon the 
principal mutter in dispute, but upon this particular 
historical question. It must be obvious to every 
understanding, that when any passage of the Old 
Testament is cited by writers of the New, in con- 
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imuitloB of any partiealar dkietrine^ vitkoat any 
disqoiMtion coneemhig tke aenw of the eilation^ or 
any attempt to ix a parlienlar sense upon H wMch 
may suit the writer^s purpose ; it must be evident^ 
I say, thai a text thus eited^ without sny solicitude 
to settle its true meanings was generally understood 
at the time by those to whom tiie argument was ad- 
dressed. For a text alleged in any sense not gene* 
rally admitted^ could be no proof to those who 
should be inclined to call in question the sense 
in^osed. The Hebrews^ therefore^ to whom the 
apostle produces this text of the Psalmist in pveoC 
of the high dignity of the -Redeemer's nature^ agnod 
wilfa the apostle concerning the sense of tlie Bsalm* 
ist's words. They well understood that the Pfiala^ 
ist calls upon the angels to worship the only begotten 
Bon. And who were these Hebrews? iTheTeiy 
name imports that they were Jews by birth : TJiqr 
were indeed the Jewish converts settled in Palestine, 
And since the epistle was written during St. Paul^ 
first imprisonment at Rome, which might easily be 
made to appear from the epistle itself, and St Paul's 
first imprisonment at Rome ended about the thirtieth 
year after our Lord's ascension^ they were no other 
than the^rsf rac6 of Jewish Christians^ who agreed 
with St. Paul that the Redeemer is the object of 
worship propounded to the angek by the Psalmist. 
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And tlnii fry thkiplftiii remark^ and by the antiionty 
of ihe sacred books^ the unlearned Christian may 
settle his own mind, and put to shame and silenee 
^e distoirbers of bis faith. 

^* But this is not the whole of the information which 
the unlearned Christian may draw from the Psalm* 
ist's text compared with the apostle's citation. The 
apostle cites the Psalmist's words as spoken when 
the first Begotten was introduced into the world, 
that is to say, to mankind ; for the word in the ori- 
^al literally signifies not the universe, for in 
tlmt w(Mrld the First Begotten ever was from its first 
formaljon, but this globe which is inhabited by men, 
to which the First Begotten was in these later ages 
introduced by the promulgation of the gospel. Now, 
ilnce'the occasion upon which these words were 
spoken was an introduction of &e First Begotten 
into the world, if these words are nowhere to be 
Ibund but in the ninety-seventh psalm, it follows 
Uiat this ninety-seventh psalm is that introduction 
of the First Begotten into the world of which the 
apodtle speaks.' — Seuce the unlearned Christian 
may derive this useful information, that the true sub- 
ject of the ninety-seventh psalm, as it Was understood 
b^ St. Paul and by the church of JerOsalem, to 
which this epii^le is addressed, within thirty y6ars 
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«&er v^ Lord's ascensioii,^ wben tbat di/mcii must 
liftve been ^qtinijf composed of o«r lord's, own 
toUowers ud the immediale coivverts of tbe «pM- 
tles^ was not^ as it might seem to toy ow PPt deeplgr 
versed in the prophetic language, an assertion of 
Qod'a natoal dominion over the univer^e^ but a , 
prophecy of the establishment of Ae Messiah'ii kiqg« 
dom by the preaching of the gospeV <^d the g|e^^eB%l 
conversion of idobters to the service of the. trite 
God. Tbe First Begotten is the Lord^ car vf^h^ 
the Jehovah^ for that is the word Used in the 9ci|^« 
nal^ whose kingdom is proclaimed as m occasifiA.of 
joy and thMikpgjivijQg to the whole world. 

And that this was no arbitraiy iiiterpretaj(iQ% ^ 
the psalm^. imagined by entfausjuists^ or.fnywtedjg^ 
impostors^ to make ^t mcjred oraciea apof^d ^}^ 
their own conceits or with their onv^i design^ ,i(^ 
ifpear by a closer HMy>)^<^^ of the psalm i^el^ 
which cannot be consistentjj^ exf aun4fdr of ^x^f^fifffl 
lujp^ or of ai^ other kingfjop^ , . ^ ^ 

That Jehovah's kingdom in seme sense or othejc 
ia the subject of this divine soq^^ c^not be miide fk 
ijuestion^ for thus it opens-^^^ Jehovah reigifj&tjbi;/' 
The psalm therefore must be ujfd^rstood either of 
Ood'jsi naterajl kingdom over j^s M()iole .eEfMiitji(f)ti{Qf 
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bifl particular kingdom over the Jews/ bis chosen 
people ; or of that kingdom wliich is called in the 
New Testament the kingdom of heaven^ the kin^ 
dom of God^ or the kingdom of Christ. For of any 
other kingdom of God besides these three^ man 
never heard or read. God's peculiar kingdom over 
the Jews cannot be the subject of this psalm, be« 
cause all nations of the earth are called upon to re- 
joice in the acknowledgment of this great trotb^ 
^^ Jehovah reigneth, let the earth 'rejoice ; let the 
^ many isles be glad thereof The many isles are 
Ihe various regions of the habitable world : For thie 
.word isles in the Old Testament denotes a regiott 
circumscribed by certain boundaries, though not 
surrounded by the sea ; as appears by the use of it 
in the tenth chapter of Genesis at the fifth verse^ 
wbere the sacred writer says of the sons of Japheth, 
mentioned in the three preceding verses, ^^By these 
^^ were the isles of the Gentiles divided,'' though all 
the sons of Japbetb had their settlements either ia 
the Asiatic or the European continent. The same 
consideration, that Jehovah's kingdom is mentioned 
as a subject of general thanksgiving, proves that 
Gk)d's universal dominion over his whole creation 
cannot be the kingdom in the prophet's mind : For 
in this kingdom a great majority of the ancient world^ 

the idolaters, were considered, not as subjects who 

T 
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ttigkt rejoice iii the ^ory of their MoMrch, but u 
Mbels who had e?erj thing to feAr from hii just 
resentmeiit. Go4'0 government of the world wm to 
^ them no caase of joy> otherwise than aa the erectioii 
of Ghnst'a kingdom^ which was to be the means of 
their deliverance, was a part of the general scheme 
of Providence. It remains therefore, that Ohrist's 
kingdom is that kingdom of Jehovah which the in- 
spired poet celebrates as the occasion of umversal 
joj. And this will further appear by the sequel of 
the song. After four verses, in which the transcen* 
dent glory, the irrettstible power, and inscrutable 
perfection of the Lord, who to the joy of all nations 
reigneth, are painted in poetical images, taken partly 
from the awful scene on Sinai which accompanied 
the delivery of the law, partly from other manifes** 
tations of God's presence with the Israelitea in their 
journey through the wilderness; he proceeds, in 
the sixth verse, ^^ The heavens declare his right* 
'^ eousness, and all the people see his glory." We 
read in the nineteenth psalm, that ^^ the heavens de- 
^' clare the glory of God.'' And the glory of God, 
the power and the intelligence of the Creator, is 
indeed visibly declared in the fa1u*ic of the material 
world. But I cannot see how the structure^ of the 
heavens can demonstrate the righteousness of God. 
Wisdom and power may be displayed in the con- 
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trivance of an ioanimate maehme ; bat righteousnesa 
eantiot appear in the arrangement of the parts, or 
the direction of the motions of lifeless matter. The 
heavens therefore^ in their external stmeture^ can- 
not declare their Maker's r^teousness: But the 
heavens^ in another sense^ attested the righteousness 
of Christy when the voice from heaven declared him 
the beloved Son of God^ in whom the Father was 
well pleased ; and when the preternatural darkness 
of the sun at the crucifixion^ and other agonies of 
nature^ drew that confession from the heathen cen- 
turion who attended the executiDn^ that the sidEbring 
Jesus was the iSon of Gkid ; ^^ And all the people 
^^ see his glory.'' It is much to be regretted that 
our translators^ over studions of tiie purity of 
their English style, have, through the whole Bible, 
neglected a distinctbn constantly observed in the. 
original, between people in the singular and peoples 
in tfie plural; The word people^ in the singular, 
for the most part denotes God's chosen people, the 
Jewish nation, unless any other particular people 
happen to be the subject of discourse. But peoples, 
in the plural, is put for all the other races of man- 
kind, as distinct from the chosen people. The word 
here is in the plural form, ^^ And all the peoples see 
his ^< gloiy." But when, or in what sense did any of 
the peoples, the idolatrous nations, see the glory of 
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God? laterally they never (saw hb glory. The 

effulgence of the Shechinah never was dbplayed ta 

thep^ except when it (ilazed forth upon the Egyptians 

to strike them with a panic ; or when the towering 

pHlar of flame^ which marshalled the Israelites in 

the wilderness, was seen by the inhabitant of Pales- 

tine and Arabia as a threatening meteor in their sky, 

Intelleetoally bo idolaters ever saw the glory of 

God| for Ihey never acknowledged his power and 

Godhead : had they thus seen his glory, they had 

ceased to be idolaters. But all the peoples, upon 

the preaching of the gospel, saw the glory of ChrisL 

They saw it literally in the miracles performed by 

his apostles j they saw it spiritually when they per. 

eeived the purity of his precepts, when they 

acknowledged the truth of bis doctrine, when they 

embraced the profession of Christianity, and owned 

Christ for their Banour and their God. The 

Psalmist goes on, <^ Confounded be all they that 

^^ serve graven images, that boast themselves of 

^^ idols : Worship him all ye gods.'^ In the luriginal 

this verse has not at all the form of' a malediction, 

which it has acquired in our translation from the use 

of the strong word confounded. ^^ Let them be 

^^ ashamed. -^^ This is the utmost that the Psalmist 

says. The prayer that they may be ashamed of 

thpir folly and repent of it, is very different from an 



Digitized by 



Google 



177 

imprecation of confasion. Bat in truib flie Fsaln^i 
rather seems to speak prophetically^ without any 
thing either of prayer or imprecation*-*^^ they ahall 
^^ be ashamed/' Having seen the glory of Christ they 
shall be ashamed of the idols^ which in the times of 
their ignorance they worshipped. In the eighth and 
ninth verses^ looking forward to the times when the 
fulness of the Gentiles shall be come in^ and the 
remnant of Israel shall turn to the Lord^ he deseribea 
the daughters of Judah as rejoicing at the news of the 
mercy extended to the Gentile worlds and exulting 
HI the universal extent of Jehovah^s kingdom^ and 
the general acknowledgment of his Godhead. In> 
the tenth ven^e^ having the sufferings^ as it siHiuld 
seem, in view^ which the first preachers were desti- 
ned to endure, he exhorts those who love Jehovah 
to adhere at all hazards to their duty, in the assu- 
ranee that their powerful Lord, on whom they have 
fixed their love, ^^preserveth the sonls of his saintsi 
^^andr delivereth them out of the hand. of the 
*^ wicked/? *f Light,?^ he adds, *^ is sown for the 
^^ righteous ;'' or, to render the words more strictly^ 
-<^ Light is shed over the Just One, and gladness 
^^ upon the upright of heart/' Tht just and the just 
one are two different words; the one a collective 
noun expressing a multitude, the other expressive of 
a single person. These two words aro unfortu- 
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BflAely Qonfoanded m rar Bafflitli Bibles. The 
Jnst One ifl, I tUnk, i^ naay pMsages of the 
Psalms, of whieh I teke this to be one, an sppella* 
tbn which exekisiTaly belongs to Christ in his 
hansB cheraeter."* Light or spkndor is an easy 
image for a condition of prosperity and grandeor* 
^^ Light is shed over the Jnst Onoi the man Ohrist 
^ Jesas, who is now exalted at the right hand of 
<^eod/^ And light, if I mistake not, is withoot any 
metaphor literally shed over him* By virtue of his 
onioB to the Second Person of the Godhead, thia 
Jnst One, the man Christ, is now so taken into ^ly 
that be is become an inhabitant of the Bhechinah, 
dwellifig bodily in the centre of that insaflBsrabls 
light; in which situation he shewed himself before 
he soflTered, to the three apostles on the Mount, to 
animate their ikilb, and after his ascension to the 
unconverted Saul, to clieck his persecuting zeal upon 
bis journey to Bamasous. Thus li^t, ttie li^t of 
God's own glcny is sbed over the Just One, over 
the glorified person of our Lord. And this light 



* Psalm xxxiv. 19. « Great are the troubles of the Just 
« One, but Jehovah delivereth him out of all." And again,;. 
21. << Cod shall slaj the ungodlj, and they that hate the Just 
^Qnt shall be made desolate." 
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thus shed on him is a source of gladness to all the 
upright in heart ^^ Rejoiee in Jehovah therefore^ 
ye righteous, rejoice in him by whom ye are your- 
selves united to the first principle of goodness^ beings 
power^ happiness^ and glory; and give thanks at 
the remembrance of his holiness/' 

Thus by a brief^ but I hope a perspicuous exposi- 
tion of this whole psalm^ I have shewn you^ that 
every part of it easily applies to the subject of the 
Messiah's ascension to his kingdom^ and that many 
parts of it cannot be expounded of any other king- 
dom of God. This psalm is indeed one of five 
psalms^ from the ninety-sixth to the hundredth 
inclusive^ which^ if they are not all parts of one 
entire poem^ at least all relate to the same subject^ 
^^the introduction of the First Begotten to the 
^^ world.'^ Christ is the Jehovah whose dominion 
is proclaimed j who is declared to be the God whom 

men and angels are bouud to serve and worship. 

* 

Such is he who for our deliverance condescended to 
assume our nature^ and upon this day was born of 
a pure virgin. For thus it seems the matter stood 
in the counsels of Eternal Wisdom : It behoved 
him '^ to be made like unto his brethren^ that he 
<< might be a merciful aud faithful High Priest in 
^^ things pertaining unto God; to make reconciliation 
^^ for the sins of the people." 
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SERMON II. 



AoilAKs^ iv. S9« 

^^ Wko wu$ delivered fir Qur offencesp umd wu 
^ raised again fir ourjuetificaHon*^ 

THE manner in whith the apostle eonneelsiii 
these remarkable words^ both the snfferiags of Ghri$t 
with the sins of meni and the resurrection of Christ 
with the absolution of the sinners^ deserves a deep 
tonsideration^ and leads^ if I mistake not, to conclu- 
sions of the highest moment in speculation and in 
practice. The apostle not only speaks of the sins 
of men as the cause or occasion of our Lord's death^ 
bat he speaks of the justification of men as equally 

the cause or occasion of his resurrection. For 

Z 
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the elacidation and improvement of this doctrine^ 
I shall treat the sabject in the following order : — 

Firatf Taking the first clause of my text by 
itself^ I shall inquire in what sense it may seem to 
be implied in these expressions^ ^^ delivered for onr 
^^ offences/' that the sins of mankind were the caase 
or occasion of Christ's sufferings ? 

1 shall in the next place shew^ tiiat if aught of 
ambiguity may seem to adhere to these expressionsi 
it is entirely removed by the similarity of connex- 
ion which is alleged in the two clauses taken jointly^ 
between the sins of mien with the death of Christ on 
the one hand^ and the justiflcaticm of men with the 
resurrection of Christ on the other. I shall shew 
yoU; that the similarity of these connexions^ — ^men 
sinned therefore Christ died^ men are justified there- 
fore Christ was raised again^ — ^necessarily leads to 
the particular notion of Christ's death as an expia- 
tory sacrifice in the most literal meaning of which 
the words are capable ; that it leads to this notion of 
Christ's death in particular^ because it excludes all 
other notions of it. 

And| lastly, I shall point out the important coni^e- 
iG[uences that follow from this great article of our 
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luth,*— ^that Christ's Mood was spilt for the expia« 
Uoa of the sios of Uie penitent 

Now, for the sense in which it may seem to be 
asserted that the sins of men were the cause ot the 
oecasion of oar Lord's jiiitter sufferings and ignomin- 
ious death ; since his death, with all the circum'- 
stances of pain and ignominy which attended ii, 
was brought about by the malice of his enemies^ it 
may seem that in this sense the sins of men ^ere 
literally the eaosefi of his sufferings. But the i^postk 
says, that he was delivered for ^^our offences/' 
The expression ^^our offences" is general, and can- 
, not be expounded of the particular sins of our 
Lord's personal enemies ; of the maliQe of the Fha* 
risees, who procured his death; of the perfidy of 
Judia9 who betrayed him ; of the injustice of Filate, 
wlio against bis own conscience, and in defiance of 
the divine warnings condemned him ; of the cruelly 
of the Jewish populace, who derided him in his 
agonies. Of any or of all of these particular sins of 
the persons concerned, as contrivers, as directors, 
as instruments, or as gratified spectators in the 
horrid business of his death, the apostle's expres? 
sion ^^ our offences" is too general to be understood* 
It can only be expounded of the sins of all us 'men, 
or at least of all us Christians. 
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. Nor is itagreeable to Om usual east <ifUie Scrip- 
tare language^ that the penMms immediately eo&- 
eerned in procuring and in executing the unjust 
sentence apop our Lord, should be spoken of as the 
eoginal agents or causes in iht dreadful business 
of his death. They were enly iostniments in the 
band of a higher cause. They were the instra- 
ments which Pi ovidence employed to bring about 
the counsels of his own wisdom. This in implied 
in the words of my text, <^He was delivered for our 
^ offbaces.'^ These words, ^^ he was delivered,^ 
refer to a purpose and design of God^s over-rulii^ 
providence^ by whkh the Redeemer was delivtNred 
over to the pains Which he endured. The unbe- 
lieving Jews, the false traitor, the unrighteous 
judge, the unfeeling executioner, the insulting ratable, 
were but the instruments of that purpose, which in 
some way or other had a general respect to ^^our 
^ offences f^ that is, to the ^fences of all us men, or 
in the most limited sense in which tl|e worda can be 
taken, of all that portion of maakiud which, should 
hereafter be brought to the knowledge and worship 
of that God vfhfi raised the Lord Jesus from' the 
dead, and by feith- in the crucMed Redeemer 
sliould become admissible to^ a share in those benefits, 
whatever they msy be, in order to which the sufiem 
logs of the Son of God were ordained^ * 
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If the, ttogie servieb iHiieh Glmat rendered to 
mankiiid wm in the ehaimoter of a teaeher of reli- 
gion ; if men were not otterwiae to be reclaimed 
from their viees^ than by the diacovery whieh our 
Lord hath made of the different eonditiona of the 
righteoQS and the wicked in a fbtore We ; if by this 
dtaeovery every man once bronght td a belief of the 
doctrine might be reclaimed in such degree as to 
merit by his future conduct, not only a free pardon 
of his past offbncesi but a share of those good things 
which ^^ €h>d hath prepared for them that love him ;^ 
if our Lord^s doctrine odght of itself in tbis wty be 
a remedy for the sina of men, and his offerings and 
death were neeesiary only for the confirmation of 
hb doctrine,— the sina of men might, figuratively 
and indirectly, be said to be the occasion of his 
death ; his doctrine being the means of their refor- 
mction, and his death the means of establishing his 
doctrine. But if the case really he, that nothing 
fiitttre can undo the past; that the guilt of past 
^mes cannot be done away by future innocence ; if 
after we have done all that ia commanded us, ive 
are still to say, ^^ we arc unprofitable servants ;'' if 
we have incurred guilt without so much aa the abflity 
of meriting reward ; if all that is commanded us, 
which were it done would not amount to merit, be 
still more tbftn ever kt peiformed; if the utmost 
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Keight of human vfartae consistfl in a perpetaal eoa- 
llict with appetites whioh are oe?er totally sidbdaed^ 
in an endeavoor after a perfection which never is 
attained ; if the case be^ that ^^ if we say^'^ that is^ 
if we who belieye^ if we Ghrlstians say^ ^^ that we 
^^ haye no sin, we deceive onrselvesi and the truth 
^^ is not in us ;'' if nevertheless the faith and veracity 
of God himself is pledged^ ^^ if we confess our sins^ 
'^ to forgive os our sins and to cleanse us from all 
<^ unrighteousness;'' if it be the <^ blood of Chrbt 
^< which cleanseth us from sin ;'' if the benefit of his 
death be in some degree extended to those who ^ 
unacquainted with his doctrinCi who by conseiinence 
are not within the reach of any infioence that may 
be ascribed to Ins instruction^ ^^ for Christ is the pro* 
^^pitiation for our sins ; and not for ours only, bnt 
^^ also for the sins of the whole world j'' — ^it is evi- 
dent that the Redeemer's death must have been 
otherwise available to the expiation of the sins of 
men than by its remote effect upon the manners of 
mankind^ by the confirmation which it affords of the 
truth of the Christian revelation. 

Indeed^ were it only as a proof of doctrine^ or as 
an example of patient sufl^ring^ that the death of 
Christ had' been serviceable to mankindi similar be* 
neflts would be in smne degree to be ascribed to the 
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sofibriogs of many of oar Lord's ftnit dteeiples. 
And yet; though the early martyrg were in the com* 
mon aceepfation of the word just men^ who guf. 
fered unjustly for the serviee of God and for the 
good of maU; and in the cause of the true religion^ 
yet it is never said of them that they sofEered ^^ the 
^< just for the unjust that they might bring us to 
^^©od-'^ 

We read bo^ that we have access to the Father 
through the blood of 8t. Peter or St Paul ; and 
yet; if the expiatory virtue of our Saviour's death 
cimsisted merely in what it contributed towards the 
reformation of mankind by giving evidence and effect 
to his doetrinc; it would be injustice to St. Peter and 
St. Paul; and all the other martyrs whose deaths 
contributed in the same remote way to the same 
effect; to deny them a shaire in the business of expi- 
ation. St. Paul indeed; in the first chapter of his 
epistle to the Golossians; speaking of his own suffer- 
ingd; says; that ^^ he was filling up in his own flesh 
^^ that which was behind of the afllictions of Christ.'' 
But in this passage he is speaking of the church 
undfer file image of Christ's body. By the aflietlons 
<yf Christ which he speaks of as unfinudied; he 
means the afflictions of the church ; and he speaks 
of his own sufferings; not as supplying any supposed 
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defteifeney of out Lord^s siifferiugs^ but ft« ftUibg Up 
the appointed measure of the afflietioas of the churcbi 
and laying the foundation of its future prosperity 
and peace. Of the proper suitings of our Lord 
in his own person^ the apostles every wbece speak 
a very different labgliage $ describing them as the 
means by whieh the apostles tbemselves^^no less 
than other Ghristiansi were each individually reeon- 
oiled to Ood^ and admitted to the hope of future 
glory. ^' In him we have redemption, through his 
" blood the forgiveness of sins.'^ ^^ The blood of 
^^ Jesus Christ, his Bw, cleaQsf|th us from all sin.'^ 
^^ My blood is shed for you/' said our Lord him- 
self to the apostles, ^^ and for many, for the r^miisioa 
^f of. suls.'^ Expressions of the like import so fre- 
quently occur in the sacred writings, the notipq^ of the 
blood of Christ as the matter of an expiatory sacrifice 
is so strenuously inculcated, that it Js not easy jio 
conceive that nothing more is meant than to describe, 
in igurative expressions, the great importance of our 
Lord's death as a proof his doctrine, when a similat 
importance might be ascribed to the deaths of other 
preachers, to which the same figure never is applied. 
It should rather seem, that the blood of Christ had 
some direct and proper .dfieaey to expiate the guilt 
of men, independent of uy remote effect upon their 
actions. 
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That this is really the case appears with the high- 
. est evidence from that view of the mystery of re- 
demption^ which my text in the second clause more 
particularly sets forth^ in which the resurrection of 
Christ 18 connected with our justification in the 
same manner^ as in the first clause his death is con- 
nected with our sins. As our Lord's death was in 
the scheme of Providence the consequence of our 
sins, so by the same scheme of Providence his ^- 
rarrection was the consequence of pur justification* 

The English expressions, it must be confessed^ 
are in themselves in some degree ambiguous. That 
he rose again ^^ for our justification," may be either 
an assertion that the justification of man naturally 
brought on the event of our Lord's resurrection, or 
tiiat their justification is some future benefit, which 
the event of Christ's resurrection shall in due sea- 
son surely bring about ; and the latter may seem 
the more obvious sense of the expression. But that 
this is not the true exposition, even of the English 
words, evidently appears when the two clauses aro 
considered in connexion : For as the death of Christ 
had no tendency to produce those offences for which 
he was delivered, but on the contrary our offences 
were the reason of his humiliation ; (and it were 

nnreasonable to suppose that similar expressions 

3A 
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shoold be used in opposite sensei in different ptrts 
of the same sentencei) our jostification^ for vrhich 
Ghrist rose^ mast be something wbieb in the order 
of tbiDgfl led to, the Redeemer's resurreelion. The 
uri^nel words are witbont luiribiguity^ and clearly 
fepr^sent our LiNrd's resnn»etion as an event vbieh 
Isok place in eonseqqence of man^s jastiAealioDy in 
the same manner as his death took pUee in conse^ 
9Mnee of man's sins. 

It follows therefore, that onr jostiieation is a thing 
totally diftinet froqi the final salvation of the gpiiij. 
It is some part of the wonderful business of redea^- 
twm wliieh was to be finished befoi^B onr Lord^ 
CMsbtently with the scheme of his great underta- 
kings eonM rise from the dead. It is something 
annexed to no condition on the part of man, a bene^ 
fit freely and generally bestowed, without aiiy 
regard to any pienons effect of the evangelical doc- 
triw iip<m the lives of individuals. Now this, is 
easily explained, if the de^th of Qhrist was lit^ 
rally an atonement for the sins of the penitent ; but 
in any other view of tbe scheme of redemption it is 
ineKplicable. 

Christ in bis origii|al nature, as the, unere^Ued 
Wcnrd, the ever-liv|ag Image of the Fathei;^ waa 
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iiie«piAle <tf iin as lie was fjir aboTB all titftnD% 
and imperfeetioii. It wcve tke haight of iiapi^. 4« 
ima^m tkat it was fw any sins irf his own in % 
pre-existofat state^ that he was ^aUvertd over ior% 
eondttiott of weakness and aiottaltty, Cfarfail iai 
assuming oor mortal nature 'eontrai^ed nothing 4f 
the general poUalisn. The ndraeolons mnamni 
his entmnee into -husuui lifey exelndjed tbo poesl- 
bility of his being twdied with that cottagionr Me 
died not therefore for any share belonj^ig tp^bhRt 
self of the oniTorsal cormption. CUiiist in the f#ni 
of a' servant was sidject to temptation^ but still net 
UiyUe to aetaal sin. He ^Hed not therefore for his 
owe sins : fie died as the proxy of gnilty mai^ 
As he died not therefine for any delinqueney of hit 
awn, there was nothing to detain his sonl in bell or 
his body in the grave ; nothing to protract his eon; 
tinnanee in the eondition of a dead man^ that is^ of 
an executed criminal^ when oncte the atonement for 
onr sins was ouide^ and the jnstice of oar offended 
God was satisfied* Bo soon as the expktion was 
eomplete^ justice required that the Eedeemer^s soft 
Ibrings Should terminate^ ttid his resurrection to IHb 
and glory was tiie immediate consequence. Our 
justification! yon wiH observe^ is quite a distinct 
tiling fkom the final absolution of good men in the 
general judj^ent. Bvery man's final doom wifl 
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depend npim the diligenee which he useiin the ^• 
eent Hfe^ to improve under the means .and motives 
for improvement which the gospel furnishes. Oor 
jostiltcation^s the grace '^in which we ih>w stand.'' 
It is that general act of mercy which was previously 
Qecessary on the part of God, to render the attain* 
ment of salvation possible to those who Imd once 
been wilfully rebellions^ and to 'the last continne 
liable to the surprises of temptation. It is fliat 
aet of mercy which conveys to all true penitents 
a free pardon of all sins committed before con- 
Terslon, and a free pardon of the sins of incu- 
rable inflrmity after conversion. This act of mercy 
is the immediate benefit of Christ's death ; it 
bath no respect to any merits of the individuals 
t6 whom it is appMed; its Very foundation is^ 
that all are concluded under sin; it embraces all 
without distinction^ wd is procured by the sole 
merit of our Lord's atonement. If the purpose of 
ike Bedeemer's death was to procure this mercy^ it 
isevidmt^ that when he had endured what waa 
necessary to pvecure it^ the purpose of his death was 
answered^ and his resurrection could sot but ensue* 
In pny other view of the scheme of redi^mption^ it is 
not easy to understand what that jusUftcation of 
man. should be, of^hich the appstle speakr in tt]» 
tex^ as requisite in iht order of things to ^ JBLcr 
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ileuiQi^s sesmre^ion* If any one Mna^es^ tiiat 
the pwdon of gin in the ,^^e§ent life with Umi tole* 
mate of nyuifs iidyrmity, tte promifie of which ^ 
unde? the f gospel is the great motive to renewed 
fibedyiMi9e;TrrIf uty one invtgHies^ that this doable 
aet lOf merey, feeely rewtttng past gnilt^ and aeeep^ . 
iing^ & siDcere instead of a pedeet oheftience, ]|^* 
eeeds from the pom benignify of Oofl the Father> 
k consideration of the s^'mier^s own repentance^ and 
without: regard to ihe virtae of any atonement^ he will 
find it. difficult to assign Sr reason why the grant of 
the pu^im upon these t«rms should follow rather 
than p!^ede the deatii of Christ. He will find it 
difficult to explain^ upon what principle our justifi^ 
cation shoold he an intemediate event between tlie 
death of Christ and his resurrection^ rather th|in be- 
iween his nativity and his baptism ; or upon what. . 
piriiicij^e indeed it should be coimeeted with any 
particular circumstance in the* Ufeof Cteist^ more 
than with a^ ima^nable ehcumstance in the life of 
any other tta% — of Pontkis Pilate lor instance^ or 
GamalieL The text therefore is one remarkable 
pas«age.ont of a ^eat number^ which cnchibits such 
A. view of the.scheme;of redemption which is inca- 
^b)e <tf any ratimal exposition^ if the notion of 
Christ's , desitb as an actual atonement for the sins 
of nenhe, rejected. 
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This doeiriM of mn atonement^ fcgr whidb the repea* 
ting siimer may recorer ^B it weie his lost cJNineter 
dT ianoceace^ aiidby wbich tbaiavokHitary deieiM* 
ties are sufiplied of hi« ranewed ohedieQ«e^ is m fidl 
of eoaifori to the godly, so aaothiBg to the nataral 
fpvn of the awakened ainner'a coMeiinee, ttat it 
may be deemed a dreadful indieation of Ike great 
obdmraey <tf men, that a diaeovery of a aebeme of 
mwcy, which might have been expected to have 
been the great recommendaUon of the goqml te a 
world lost and dead in tretpaasea and sins, the 
means of procorii^ it an easy and favouraUe leeop* 
tion, should itself have been made tiw gnund of 
cavil and objection. And it is a still wcnrse fiTjrmp- 
torn of the hardened hearts of men^ if, among Hkxmt 
who profess themselves disdples of a ^rueMed £hu 
. viow*, aqy may ho foand who allow no real efleacy 
to that ^^ Uodd id spnnkliiig which speaketh better 
4" things than the blood of Abel/' Let es rather 
charitably hope, that this misbelief and eontradie. 
tionhave arisen from some misapprehonirfon ef the 
Scripture doctrine, and that the Mai doctrine of ont 
liord's atonement has all the while had no oppo- 
nents. Those who speak of the wralli of Qod as 
appeased by Christ's soferings, speak, it must lie 
confessed, a fignnUive laopiage. The Seriptures 
speak figuratively when they ascribe wretb lo €kid. 
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The divine nature is insusceptible of the perturba- 
tions €i passion ; and when it is said that God is 
angry^ it is a figure which conveys this useful warn- 
ing to mankind^ that God will be determined by bis 
vHsdmn^ and by his providential care of bis creation, 
to deal wkh the wicked as a prince in anger deals 
witii Mbellkms subjects. It is an extension of the 
§ffm when it is said, that God's wtath is by any 
means appeased. It is a figure tberefinre, if it be 
Mid flbat Gtid's wrath is appeased by the suffering 
«f Gbiist* It is not to be supposed that the sins of 
■miBxeite in God any appetite of vengeance, which 
eonld not be .diverted from its purpose of punishment 
till it had found its gratification in the sufferings of 
& ri^eons person* This ii^ed were a view of 
4IW redemption ibnnded on a fake and unworthy 
notion of the divue character* But nothing hinders 
hot thai the sufferings of Christ, which could only in 
a figurative sense be an appeasonent orsatbfactiqn 
of God's wraihy might be in the most literal, meaning. 
,of the words, a satisfaction to hin jwrtiee. It is easy 
to understand that the^iaiei^sts of God's government, 
the peace andovder of the .great kingdom over whidi 
he rules the whole world ^f moral agents, might re- 
quire that his disapprobation of sin should be 
solemnly declared and testified in his manner of 
forgiving it: It is easy to understand, that the exac 
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tion of vicarious sufferings on tbe part of him who 
undertook to be the intercessor for a rebellious race^ 
amounted to such a declaration. These sufferings^ 
by which the end of punishment might be answered^ 
being once sustained^ it is easy to perceive^ that the 
same principle of wisdom^ tbe same providential care 
of his creation which must have determined the Deity 
to inflict punishment, had no atonement been made, 
would now determine him to spare. Thus, to speak 
figuratively^ his anger was appeased^ but bis justiee 
was literally satisfied ; and the sins of men no 
longer calling for punishment when the ends of pun- 
ishment were secured^ were literally expiated. The 
person sustaining the sufferings in consideration of 
which the guilt of others may, consistently with the 
principles of good policy^ be remitted, was in the 
literal sense of the word^ so literally as no other 
victim ever was, a sacrifice^ and his blood shed for 
the remission of sin, was literally the matter of the 
expiation. 

It now only remains that I point out to you, as 
distinctly as the time will permit, the important les- 
sons to be drawn from this view of the scheme of 
man's redemption. 
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* First ihen, we learn from it that sin must be 
something far more hateful in its nature^ something 
of a deeper malignity than is generally understood. 
It could be no inconsiderable evil that could require 
such a remedy as the humiliation of the second 
Person in the Grodbead. It is not to be supposed, 
that any light cause would move the merciful Father 
of the universe to expose even an innocent man to 
unmerited sufferings* TVhat must be the enormity 
of that guilt, which God's mercy could not pardon 
till the only begotten 8on of God had undergone 
its punishment ? How great must be the load of 
crime, which could find no adequate atonement till 
the Son of Goddescen^i^ from the bosom of tha 
leather, clothed himself with flesh, and being found 
in fashion as a man, submitted to a life of hard- 
ship and contempt, to a 4eath of ignominy and 
pain? 

Again, we learn that the good or ill conduct of 
man is a thing of far more importance and concern 
in the moral system than is generally imagined. 
Man's deviation from his doty was a disorder, it 
seems, in the moral system of the universe, for which 
nothing less than divine wisdom could devise a rem** 
edy, — ^the remedy devised nothing less than divine 
love and power could apply. Man's disobedience 
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WM in the moral world^ what it would be in the 
natural if a planet were to wander from its orbit^ 
or the constellations to start from their appoitited 
aeats. It was an evil for which the regular consti- 
tntion of the world had no cure, which nothing but 
the immediate interposition of Providence could 
repair. 

We learn still further, that as the malignity of 
0in is so great^ and the importance of man's conduct 
so considerable, the danger of a life of wilful sin 
must be much more formidable than imagination is 
apt to paint it. The weight of punishment naturally 
due to sin must bear some just proportion to its 

r 

intrinsic malignity, and to the extent of the mischiefs 
which arise from it. Its punishment must also bear 
fi^me just proportion to the price which has been 
paid for our redemption. Terrible must have been 
the punishment which was bought off at so great a 
price as the blood of the Son of God ; and terrible 
must be the punishment which still awaits us, if 
^^we count the blood of the covenant an unholy 
^' thing," and forfeit the benefit of that atonement. 

Another lesson to be drawn from the doctrine of 
our redemption is^ that man, notwithstanding his 
present degeneracy^ notwithstanding the misery and 
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Weakness of his present cqnditioD^ the depravity of 
his passions^ and the imbecility of his reason^ hath 
nevertheless a capacity of high improvement in intel- 
lect and moral worth. For it cannot reasonably be 
supposed^ that so much should be don^p for the dei 
liverance of a creature from the consequence of its 
own guilty of whom it was not understood that it had 
the capacity of being rendered^ by the discipline 
applied in some future stage at least of its existence^ 
in some degree worthy of its Maker's care and 
love. The scheme of man's redemption originated^ 
we are told^ from God's love of man. In njan in 
his fallen state there is nothing which the divine 
love could make its object. But the divine intellect 
contemplates every part of its creation in the whole 
extent of its existence ; and that future worth of 
man to which he shall be raised by the divinei 
mercy, is such as moved the divine love to the work 
of his redemption. For to say that God had loved 
a creature which should be unfit to be loved in the 
whole of its existence, were to magnify the mercy of 
6od at the expense of his wisdom. 

Bbt since all improvement of the intellectual 
nature must in some degree be owing to its own ex* 
ertions to the purpose of self-improvement, the 
j^rospeet of the great attainments which the grace 
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of Qod puts witbin our reach^ ought to excite uif 
to the utmost diligence '^ to make our calling and 
^< election sure ;'' as^ on the other hand^ the pros- 
pect of the danger which threatens the perverse^ the 
careless^ imd the secure^ should keep us in a state 
of constant watchfulness against the temptations of 
the world| the surprises of passion^ and the allure- 
ments of sense. The Christian should remember^ 
that the utmost he can do or suffer for himself^ by a 
genial of bis appetites^ and a resistance of temp* 
iation^ or even, by exposing himself to the scorn and 
persecuticm of the worlds is far less than hath been 
done or suffered for him. < And what has he to ex- 
pect from a merciful^ but withal a wise aii4 
righteous Judge^ who thinks it hard to mortify those 
passions in himself fi>r which the liOird of life made 
iii0 life an offeriqg» 

Who ever tiiinks without just, in^^nation and 
abhorrence of the Jewish Rulers, who in the phreo- 
*y of envy and resentment — envy of our I^ord^s 
credit with the people^ and resentment of his just 
and affectionate rebukes^-^-^spilt his righteous blood ? 
lict us rather turn the edge of our resentment 
against those enemies which^ while ihey are bar* 
boi^red in our owu bosoms, ^' war against our souls^^' 
and were^ more truly than the Jews^ the murdereisi 
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of oar JiiiMrdv: iSball the pturkitiw Ilf WftHitouted oi 
the poBsp and glory of the world: w|ien he comuders, 
that for the erimesof maa^s aanhitfon the 8on of Gbd 
was hamUed? Bhall he ^v^ hi(a«6lf up to thma 
covetous desures of the world, which were the 
occasion that his Lord lived an outcast from its 
comforts? Will the disciples of the holy Jesus 
submit to be the slaves of those base appetites of the 
flesh, which were indeed the nails which pierced his 
Master's hands and feet? Will he in any situation 
be intimidated by the enmity of the world, or 
abashed by its censures, when he reflects how his 
Lord endured the cross and despised the shame? 
Hard, no doubt, is the^ conflict which the Christian 
must sustain with the power of the enemy and with 
his own passions. Hard to flesh and blood is the 
conflict ; but powerful is the succour given, and high 
is the reward proposed. For thus saith the true 
and faithful Witness, the Original of the creation 
of God, ^^ To him that overcometh will I gralnt to 
^^sit down with me in my throne, even as also I 
^^ overcame and am sitten down with my Father in 
" his throne/' ^ Now, unto him that loved us, and 
hath washed us from our sins in his own blood; to 
him that liveth and was dead, and is alive for ever- 
more; to him who hath disarmed sin of its strength, 



Digitized by 



Google 



£02 

and deftlli 6f its sting; to ttie only begotten Bon^ 
witii tke Fattier and the Holy Ghost^ three Persons 
and one only God^ be glory and dominion^ praise 
and thanksgivings henceforth and forever more* 
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SERMON m. 



Matthew^ xx« 23. 

'^ To sit on my right hand and my left is not mine 
^^ to give^ but it shall be given to them for whom 
^^ it is prepared of my Faiher.^^ 



THESE| you know^ were the concluding words 
of our blessed Lord's reply to the mother of Zebe- 
dee-^s children^ when she came with a petition to 
him for her two sons^ that they might be the next 
persons to himself in honour and authority in his 
new kingdom, sitting the one on his right hand^ the 
other on his left It was surely with great truth he 
told them ^^ they knew not what they asked.'^ At 
the time when their petition was preferred^ they had 
probably little apprehension what that kingdom was 
to be in which they solicited promotion ; and were 
not at all aware that their request went to any thing 
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higher^ or that it could indeed go to any higher thing 
than the first situations in the king of Israel's court. 
He told them that they sought a pre-eminence not 
easily attained^ to be earned only by a patient en- 
durance of unmerited sufferings for the service of 
mankind and the propagation of the true religion ; 
and he asks them in enigmatical language^ whether 
they were prepared to follow his ^^ample? It is of 
' the nature of ambition to overlook all difflculti»i| and 
to submit to any hardships for the a^taiammt of* ks 
rads. Two miserable fishermen of the Galilean 
lake^ raised to the near prospect as they thought of 
wealth and grandeur^ thought no conditioll^ hard by 
which they might become the favourites and mims- 
ters of a king ; nor perhaps did they understand in 
what extent it was ordained that they must 9uffer> 
before they could be permitted to edjoy. They 
answered^ that they were prepared for all difficulties. 
Our blessecf Lord^ continuing his enigmatical lan- 
guage^ (for although their ambition was to be re- 
pressed; it was but too evident that th^ir faith was 
not yet ripened to bear a clear prospect 'of th6 hard- 
ships which they had to undergo,) tells them, <^ thtut 
^^ they shall drink indeed of his cup, and be bap* 
^^ tized with the baptism with which himself should 
^^be baptized.'^ Expressions upon which at the 
time they would probably put some flattering inter- 
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pretatioD^ uttderstanduig Q^m wly as a genotil dfi- 
claration that they were to share their Mastet'a 
fortunes. ^^Bat to sit/' says he^ lipon mif ri^ht 
^^haud and my left is n^ mine to gpre^ but k shaH 
'^ be given to them for whom it is prepared of my 
^^ Father/' 

These last wotds deserve particular 'attantifHk 
There can be no question Hiatttie kingdom of whieh 
mt fiaviour speaks itf'his fuiwe kingdom^ and;/^to 
^^ mi upon his r^ht hand and Imi Ibft,'' in the fteMft 
whieh in his own private thonghUi ke put upon i}» 
.words v/hiBR he used 4^% deootos asftaatiot «f 
4iitiogtttehed huppiness. and glory in tile future Vt% 
This is evident frpm the mo^ns wkieh he ppiftts qqjt 
fot tlie attaiom^t of this proipQitiop. His ques^ 
to the apostles implies, that what they ignoran^y 
SQjagbt was unattainable, except to those only whp 
ifhould have the fortitude to drink qf ^is cup and to 
be baptized with Ais baptism. His cup was the cup 
1^. suffering; hia baptism the baptism of a violent and 
ignominious death. But the only promotion i# 
which this cup and this baptism can ever lead^ must 
be a situation of glory in the life to come. Thi^life 
is to be thrown away in the acquisition. iThe next 
therefore must necessarily be the season when tha 
reversion is to take effect. Our Lord therefore 

2C 
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l^peaki nt Ibe distiiietioBs of the blessed in the 
liitDre life^ when be says, that ^^ to sit on his rigbt 
^ hand mnd his left is not bis to give^ but it shall be 
^^giwea to them for whom it is prepared of the 
^Father.^^ 

It most therefore strike every attentive reader, 
ihatmr Lord in these very remarkable words seems 
to diselaim all property in the rewards and honours 
if the fatore life, and all discretionary power in 
tiie distribotion of them. They are not mine, he si^/i. 
Not being none, I have no right to give them away; 
An4 as 1 have no ri^t, so neither have I authority 
Ibr the distribution of them : The whole business is 
indeed already done: There are certain persons for 
NpirhMi these things are prepared, and to them, and 
them only they shall be given. 'This declaration is 
the more extraordinary, not only as it is inconsistont 
with our general notions of the Son of God to sop-^ 
pose that there should be any thing not absolutely in 
his disposal, (for all things that the Father hath ate 
his,) but because it is the clear doctrine of the Scrip* 
tUresy that the general judgment is particularly com- 
mitted to his management ; that he is the appointed 
Judge who is to decide upon every man^s merit ; 
and is to assign to every indiridiial the particular 
proportion of reward or punishment, happiness m 
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guffi&ring, glory or shum^i tkat may be due to Ilk 
good or ill deservings in the present life. TMs 
business is allotted t6 tbe Son^ not as peeidkriy his 
in his original divine ebartieter, Ifte tbe bnsidess 
of creation^ bat as proper to his assumed character 
of the incarnate God. ^^The Father judgeth no 
^^man^ but he hath committed all judgment to the 
^^ Son.^' And judgment is committed to him ibr thfai 
especial reason^ that he is the Bon of man. ^^ Ood 
^ hath appointed a day in which he will judge flie 
^ world by the man whom htf hath ordained^ even 
^^ the man Christ Jesus/' To recite all the texts In 
which the general judgment is described as a busi- 
ness in which Christy as the Christy shall have the 
whole direction would^ be an endless task. I shall 
produce only one more; ^To him that overcometh 
^^ will I grant to sit with me in tny throne^ even as 
^^I also overcame and am sitten down with my 
*^ ^^ Pather in his throne.'^ In these words our Saviour 
expressly claims that very power which he seems to 
disclaim in the words of my text. 

Much of this dii&cnliy arises from an inaccuracy 
in our English translation. The Greek words 
might be more exactly rendered thus : ^^ To sit upon 
^^my right hand and my left is not mine to give^ 
^^ except to those for whom it hath been prepared 
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^^of nlyfFattler«^^ Otir Bayimir th«refore^ ia these 
Urords^ diic)iliB« not Uie authority whieb the Soly 
8eB|iiare« constantly atfcribe to Um^ nxtA wh^h^ in 
tlw^tetk to tiM i^Qreh.of LaodMoa^ k tbe bodLof 
SevaUtioiiSf he claiai6 for hinu^lf in tibe moat 
peiemptoiy terasp He difidains not tbo authority 
of making the fiqal dtitributloQ of reward and.puii* 
liiiwmiti i|Qd of a^Kiintiiig to ntnatmis of disti^e* 
tkm in biafntnre kingdora. But yet he a^aks as if 
in the managempBt of iliis bariness ho wcare tied 
down to certain rales prescribed by the Almigh^ 
Father^ from which he would not be at liberty to 
dei>art. But in this manner of speaking there is 
nothing but what k conformable to the usual lan- 
guage of holy writ. The Son is eveiy where spdi» 
of M giving eiect to (heoriginid |Nirposi$s of the 
paternal rnind^ by his immediate. actum upon the 
external worlds with which the' Father otherwise 
than through the agency of the Son^ holds as it 
were no intercourse. Not that ^e purposes and 
counsels of the Father are not egnally the purposes 
i^nd counsels of the Son^ or that the Son acts with- 
' out original authority hy a mere dekgfited power | 
but that this notion of the Father's purpose executed 
by the SoUi is the best idea that can be conveyed to 
the human mind of the mapner in which God gov*- 
erns his creation* And beyond this it becomes na 
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n^t to he crnim^ to inquife. But upon another point 
we may be' petttdtled to be more inquisifive, because 
it t(MiduB0 our uiterests more nearly. Onr Saviout^s 
wor^s inttmafle^ that the business of tbe fntitre jndg- 
nent is already settled; that the particular situations 
of the fliiuve life are allotted to particular persons ; 
and that hii oflfee> when he shall come to execute 
judgment^ will only be to see that each individual 
is put In possession of the office and the station, 
which by the wise counsels of Froridence hath 
beeii long ago set apart for him. '^ To sit upon my 
^^ right hand and my left is not mine to give^ except 
^^ to those for whom it is prepared of my Father." 
It should seem therefore that the first stations in 
Ohrist'is fatnre kingdom are appropriated to particu- 
lar persoflb who must Mjoy them* If the irst^ why 
not the second stattons ? If the second^ why not the 
third ? And thus it will follow, that every statimi 
in Christ's fotore kingdom from the behest to the 
lowest is appropriated, and of conseqaenee, that the 
;OMdition of every individuai is irresistifoly determi- 
ned by a decree, whieh was passed ifyon him ages 
before he was brought into existence. 

St. Paul in his epistle ' to the Romans has been 
tiMraght to teach the same doctrine. And if this 
doctrine were to be found clearly asserted iu the 
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apostle^9 writings^ tins diseoaragmg intei^etatiott 
of oar Lord's declaration would seem bat too cer- 
Uio. The fact u, that St Paul in hia epistle to the 
Bomans represents the degeneracy of mankind as 
80 great in consequence of the fall^ that if God had 
been pleased to make an arbitrary selection of cer- 
tain persons to be admitted to mercy upon their 
repentance^ and bad consigned the rest of the race 
to the nataral punishment of their guilty the proceed- 
ing could not have been taxed dther with cruelQt o^ 
injustice. But he affirms^ that God hath actdalljr 
dealt with mankind in a far milder and more equi- 
table way^ admitting all witfaont exceptfmi wtio are 
willing to repent to repentance^ and all who do re- 
pent to the benefit of our Lord's atonement ; inviting 
all men to accept the proffered ineroy ; bearing with 
repeated provocation and affironi; and leaving none 
but the hardened and incorrigible exposed to final 
wrath and pninsfament. T%is being the true repre- 
Mutation of God's dealings with mankind^ the hap- 
piness of the future Itfe being open to all men upon 
the condition of falth^ rq[»entance^ and amendment^ 
the degrees of that haj^iness will unquestionably be 
proportioned to the pn^ciency that each man shall 
have made in the emendation of bis heart and his 
manners by the rules of the gospel. Those therew 
fore for whom it is prepared to sit upon our Lord^9 
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eons unconditipnaUy predesthtei to sitaatimis of 
glory in the life to come. 

I say they cannot be any certain persons nncon« 
ditiimaUy predestined after this manner : John the 
aon of Zebedee to thk office^ James the son of Zebe^ 
dee to that, Peter to a third; whatever the condnet 
of Joh% James or Peter^ in thdr apostolieal min^ 
istiar Jin the presmt life may have been. It is 
certain that God's foreknowledge hath from the 
begUinipg extended^ not only to the ndntttest actionn 
of the life of every man who ever was to live, but 
even to the most secret motives from which each 
man's acticms were to spring; to his tbou^ts^ his 
wishes^ his fears^ his liking and aversaons. God 
therefore had from all eternity as exact a knowledge 
«f every man's character^ as tme an estimation of 
Us good or ill deserts^ as can be had when the mati 
shall have lived to finish the career of virtae or <tf 
vice which God hath ever fweseen that he wcpild 
nm. This foreknowledge of every man's character 
eannot but be accompanied with a foreknowledge of 
the pailicnlar lot of happiness or misery which it 
vnll be fit he shonld receive; And since to perceive 
what is fity and to resolve that what is fit shall be^ 
mast be one act^ or if not absolutely one^ they must 



Digitized by 



Google 



be im^uable aetii in tbe dirine miQc^ It ihonld 
seem iiideed that every man's final ^m in cobm^ 
quence of an exact view of his future Ufe^ must have 
been eternally determined. But this is onl^ to say^ 
that the worlds with its whole consequence of events, 
has ever been present to the Creator's 8|ind. And 
however diflicnlt the thing nay be for the hiHaait 
apprehension, this predetermination of all things, 
wliich is implied in this idea of tiie 4i^ii^..^iiiDl- 
seience, leaves men no less morally free, and «ia)ce9 
their future doom no less subject to the contingQiigjr 
of their own actions, than if nothing w^ ferese9n^ 
ju>(iiing decreed in consequence of foreknowledge* 
The fbrelmowledge of an action, and tbe parpow 
of reward or punishment arising firom that IraekuMr- 
ledge, being no more a cause of the action to which 
reward or punishment will be dne^ than the know* 
ledge of any past acticm, and tbe resokition of 'cer- 
tain measures to be taken in consequence of it, arri 
causes of the action which gave ?ise tp th& resolfitioii ; 
the knowledge of a fact^ wbel^r tbe tbii^ loiowQ 
be past or future, being quite a distinct thing frop 
the causes that produce it. Neith^ >^ fore* 
knowledge therefore of the Deity, thoqgh perfect 
and infallible, nor any {NredestiQation of individmils 
to happiness or misery which may necessarily r^uU 
from that foreknowledge, however unaccountable 
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tlie thing may seem^ is any impedimetit to hiitnati 
liberty ; nor is any man's doom decreed unless it be 
upon a foresight of his life and character. Noi* is 
' it prepared for Peter and Paul to sit upon Christ^s 
right hand and his left in preference to John or 
James^ who may be more deserving. It is no such 
arbitrary arrangement which our Lord disclaims any 

discretionary power to put by. The irreversible 

* * ■ ■■ - » 

arrangement which he alleges as a bar against any 

partial operation of his own particular afiections, is 
an arrangement founded on the eternal maxims of 
justice^ in favour not of certain persons^ but of per- 
sons of a certain character and description ; of per- 
sons who will be found distinguished by particular 
attainments of holiness^ by the fruits of a true and 
lively faith, by an extraordinary proficiency in the < 
habits of true piety, charity^ and temperance. Hi9 
declaration is no renunciation of his property in the 
rewards to be bestowed, 6r of his authority for the 
distribution of them ; but it is a very forcible and 
striking declaration of the absolute impartiality with 
which the business of the last judgment will be Con- 
ducted. The Son of God when he assumed our 
mortal nature became so truly man, that we may be 
allowed to say, that he formed like other men his 
particular friendships and attachments ; as appeared 
strongly in the ease of Lazarus and in some other 
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iDfttances. One of the brothers for whom the re* 
^est was made which occasioned the declaration 
in my text was his favonrile disciple^ in such a de- 
gree as to excite the envy of the rest. But he tells 
them^ that in the distribution of the glories of his 
fntnre kingdom no private feelings which may belong 
to him as a man will be allowed to operate. That 
justice^ the Creator's justice^ tempered indeed with 
mercy^ with general and equitable 'mercy, but unbri- 
bed by favour and affection, will hold its firm and 
even course. So that every man will be placed 
in the situation to which his comparative merit shall 
entitle him, without any preference in favour even of 
those who were chosen by our Lord to be his ear- 
liest associates and his most familiar fnends. The 
lesson to be drawn from this explicit declaration 
of our Lord is the necessity of an actual repentance 
on the one hand, and the certainty of acceptance on 
the other, if this necessary work is once accomplish- 
ed. Our Lord's declaration that every man will at 
last find himself in the station which eternal jdstiie 
bas ordained that he shall hold, cuts off all hope but 
what is founded on an active and sincere repentance: 
on such a repentance as may entitle to the benefit of 
the Redeemer's expiation, which is ever to be kept 
in view ; for without that our Saviour's declaration 
would render every man altogether hopeless. On 
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tbe other band^ this declaration holds oat to the 
sincere penitent the most animating hope. If tfaei 
highest stations in the future life are reserved for the 
ajppstles^ it is because the apostles will be found to 
have excelled all other Christians in the love of God 
and the duties . of the Christian life. Should two 
persons appear at the great judgment more worthy 
than the spns of Zebedee to sit upon Christ's right 
hand 4nd his left^ (the supposition is perhaps extra- 
va^fint^ and otherwise than as a mere suppoi^iUon to 
illq^ate a point of doctrine it is unwarrantable ;) 
should two such person appear^ the sons of Zebedee 
will not be permitted to take place of them. Such 
being . tbi&. equity with which the future retribution 
will be adminiatenid^ there is eiddently oo hope for 
sinners but in a true repentance^ and for a true re- 
pentance there will be no disappointment in its glo- 
rious hope. Nor let any one be discouraged from 
the work of repentance by any enormities of his past 
life. Confirmed habits of sin heighten the difficulty 
of r^^ntance^ but such are the riches of God's mer- 
cy that they exclude not from the benefits of it. 
This our Lord was pleased to testify in the choice 
that he made of his first associates^ who^ with the 
exeej^ion perhaps of two or three who had been pre* 
viottsly tutored in the Baptist's school^ had been 
persons of hrregultt' irreligious lives ; and yet these 
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ire know aro they who hereafler shall be seated on 
twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
f ^ Be ye zealous therefore and repent ;" ^^ for so an 
f ^ entrance shall ho ministered unto yon abundantly 
f^iaio the everlasting kingdom of oqr Lord and 
^^ Saviour Jesiis Christ*^ 
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SERMON IV. 



%' . 



Ephesians> iv. 80. 

^^And grieve not tJie holy Spirit of God^ whereby 
^^ye aresi^itei uvfia the day ofr^mftifm^^^ 

A SBAL hni^ beai in nse^fram the earliest tmA* 
qniij to autheirtiMle writm^ of inportanee botk 
i» pabUc and {Hivate transaetioiis. Whw tto pM- 
I^et Jeremiah piicehased by God^s cramiaiid Mi 
anele HaiiaiieeFs estate^ the coiiTeyaiice of the j^nm 
perty was by deeds fliat were signed and sealed f 
waA tbekttera which Jezdbel issued fbr Naboth's 
destmetion were sealed with Ahab's seal. In alhi- 
sion to this praeliise whatever may seem to justii^ 
aekim to any partienlar privilege^ commission^ or 
authority^ or to afford a inmfrmatioii of a promise 
that isiherealtor to tafEe^Bset^ is by an msy figure 
ealled » seal. Thus Ht. Ppil <salls the Ooimthiiii 
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ehueh tlie seal <rf kb ppofifiesliip ; ^^The flealof 
^^Bime apostleship are ye in the Lord/' The bles- 
•log of God which crowned my lahouni amoiig you 
with such success^ as U> reclaim you from the idol- 
atry and the debaocKefries to which i4<i^ter» are 
addicted^ is a certain evidence that God senime to 
perform that work which his providence hath brought 
to so liappy an e^Tect. By the same igwt he calto 
tsireoniGition the seal of Abraham's righteousness sf 
faith* ' It'was the appointed mark and standing met 
morial of the promises which were made to Abra- 
ham^ in consideration of that righteousness of faith 
which Abraham had exercised before those promises 
were given or this rite was appointed. It was an 
etilence of the acceptance of this righteousness in 
the person of Abraham ; and *by consequence^ since 
there cto be no respect of persons wUh the alLrtgbt* 
eoiis 6odyH§l!fi€^'the qualities thai he accepted in 
Abraham he mifst equally accept in every other perl 
Am-ln whofB ihey may be equally conspituiiiiltf, t|rltf 
seiit iif ' Abttifaam's righteousness was a gMeral 
seal of the righteousness of faith. It was aH evi- 
dence to every one Who should in after times become 
acquainted wiifa the patriarch's history^ that righte- 
ousness, would be imputed to all wh6f sihould walk 
in^^e steps ofAbraham'is faith/ whii^h he had being 
un^ircumcised. And agaiu; by the same §gan tife 
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apostle in tibe text ealts iib6 gifts «id graces cf tlie 
Holy Ghost the seal of ilie GhristiaD's hopes: 
^< Griere not the holy spirit of Qod, by whom ya 
^^ are sealed to tite day of redomptton/^ The sane 
Image oeears &equeiitl;f in his writings. Tfaus in 
tte trst chapter of this same ^istle he says, ^' In 
^whom,^ u ek in Christ, ^^ having believed, ye havit 
^ been ^sealed with the holy spirit of promise/' 
And iv theaecond to the Corinthians, ^^It)s 6od 
^^that hath sealed us and given the eutwl^t oi his 
^^ spirit in our hearts.^' 

Itt.att these passages the seal of the Holy Spirit 
is to be understood of those gifts and graces which 
the Scriptures teach us to ascribe to his immediate 
<qieration. And taken in tlie utmost latitude, as in- 
eluding bodi the miraeulous gifts which were pecn- 
liar to the primitive ages, and the general sanctifying 
influence on the heart of every true believer, tibe 
fipiik nMy on various accounts be justly called the 
seal of our final redemption ; inasmuch as it is that 
Which gives the utmost certainty to our hopes of 
fetnre Uiss and glory, which any thing antecedent 
io the actual possession can afford. 

la ih6 fint place; the viable deaeent of Uie Holy 
Spirit tn the first duristians^ and the extraordinary 
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powm wbkli they displayed in consequence of it^ 
were the proper seal of the general truth of Christi- . 
maaty. These gifts had been predicted by the 
earliest prophets as a part of the blessings |of the 
M^is^ah's reign^ to be enjoyed under the covenant 
wliieh he should establish. '^ It shall come to pass/' 
ays Joel^ ^^ that I will pour out my spirit upon all 
^^ flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall 
^ prophesy^ your old men shall dream dreams^ your 
^ young men shall see visions; and also upon the 
^^ servants and upon the handmaids in those days 
''will I pour out my spirit.^^ John the Baptist^ 
when he declared himself to be the promised fore- 
runner of the Messiah^ and announced his speedy 
advent^ places the great superiority of his character 
and office in this circumstance^ — that he should ful- 
fil these ancient predictions by baptizing his disciples 
with the fire of the Holy Ghost. Alluding as I 
eoneeive in that expression^ both to the active na- 
ture of that holy principle which the Christian bap- 
tism conveys into the converted hearty and to the 
form in which the Almighty Spirit made his visible 
descent upon the first Christians. Christ himself 
promised his disciples^ that ^' when he should leave 
^ them to return to the Father^ he would send them 
'' another Comforter to abide with them for ever ; 
'' even the spirit of truths who should lead them into 
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^^ all truth ^^ ^ve them just i?iew8 of thai scbeniti of 
mercy which (hey were to publish to the wmldf a 
right understanding of the ancient propbiBciea ; a 
discernment of their true completionrin the person vi 
Christ and the estabUshm^nt of his reU^on ; biing 
all things to their remembrance which Ghiist had 
told them ; and supply^ them^ without previous study 
or meditation of their. ow% with a ready find com- 
manding elo^uence^ when they should bt called to 
make the apology of the Christian faith before kings 
and rulers* But this Comforter^ he told them^ could 
not come before his own departure; and this was 
agreeable to ancient prophecyi Savid in the sixty* 
eighth psalm^ predicting according to St^ Paul's 
interpretation of the passage these miraculous gifts 
of the Spirit^ speaks of then^as subsequent to^tiie 
Messiah's ascension: ^^Thou hast ascended on 
^^high^ thou hast led captivity captive^ thou hast 
*^ received gifts for men/' What these gifts should 
be is declared in the conclusion of the verse^ — '^ that 
'^ the Lord God may dwell among them/' This . 
dwelling of God must signify something more than 
God's residence in the Jewish sanctuary ; for what** 
ever might be in the mind of the prophet^ the^ pro« 
phetic spirit looked forward to later times« It can- 
not signify the Son's dwelling among men when he 
came to preach the doctrine of life; and to pay th<» 
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IbrfiMi of ihm einies^ beeaaM it is deseribed as 
aabBeqoent to lus ascensios. It can signify there- 
fore no other dwelUng of Ood than the residence of 
tba Holy Spirit in the Christian church* I must not 
pass over fliis passage of the Psalmirt without re- 
markings that the original word which is rendered 
Lord is Jah, one of the proper names of God, of the 
(Msne^ etymology and import with the name Jehovah ; 
of which indeed some have thought it only an nb* 
Imviiition. I have npon former occasions explained 
to yvoy that the name Jehovah is in various passages 
of the holy prophets applied to the Messiah* Tou 
have here an instance of a name of the same kind 
equally proper to the Deity applied to the Holy 
Spffit^ provided we are right in the application of 
ais. last cUuse to himi. Concerning the former part^ 
^^the liscending on high and the receiving of gifts 
^^for men/^ there can be no doubt. We have the 
apostle's authority for applying it to Cbrist^s ascen- 
sion^ and the gifts afterwards imparted by the Spirit. 
The application of the conclu^ng clause I coiifess 
is not equally certain^ because it makes no part of 
the apostle's quotation; and the great obscurity of 
the grammatical construction in tiie original tbrows^ 
something* of uncertainty upon the meaning. In the 
sense which our English translators have expressed) 
the words evidently respect the Holy Spirit. And 
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ia this sense the Jews of the second century seeni 
to have acquiesced.^ These predictions of the an- 
eient prophets and the Baptist^ and these promises 
of our Lord were largely and exactly verified in the 
event. After frequent appearances td his disciplesj; 
within the space of forty days after his resurrection 
Jesus took a solemn leave^ and ascended on high 
^as David had foretold^ having commanded the apos- 
tles to ^^ wait in Jerusalem for the promise of the 
'^Father/' They were not disobedient to our 
Lord's injunction ; and their waiting was not long, 
nor was it fruitless. For when the day of Pentecosi 
was come, that is the fiftieth day from the festival 
of the Passover on which our Lord had suffered, and 
by consequence the eighth or ninth only after his 
ascension, the apostles being assembled, suddenly 
the sound of a blast rushing with violence through 
the air filled the hotise where they were sitting. 
The sound was immediately succeeded by the ap- 



* For the words were rendered to the same effect by 
Aquila. Honbigant, upon the authority of the Syriac, pro- 
poses a violent alteration of the present reading, for which 
however I find n6 authority in Dr. Kennicot's Collection of 
Various Readings. 
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pearance Qf parted tongues of fire^ (fire from the first 
institution of the law^ if notindeed from earlier ages^ 
bad been the peculiar symbol of God's immediate 
presence;) settling upon each of them. The imme^ 
diate effect was what oux.Savigur had foretold ; and 
more indeed than might at first appear in the words 
in which his promise had upon any occasion been 
conveyed. He had promised them a ready utterance 
in the defence of the Christian doctrine : But they 
find themselves suddenly endued with the power of 
utterance in a variety of languages, which they, had 
never learned. Jerusalem was at this iime^ as it 
always was during the festivals of the Passover and 
the Pentecost; crowded with straqgers from eveiy 
quarter of the world. The sacred historian mentions 
by name not fewer than ftfteen countries; of which 
the natives with astonishment confe0sed that tliey 
heard the wonders of Gfod declared; each in the 
propisr language of the country where he had been 
born. The testimony of these impartial foreigners 
was a sufficient confutation of that base insinua- 
tion;-— that the speakers were filled with new wine. 
This seems indeed to have been the illiberal surmise 
of the meanest only of the rabble of Jerfisalem; whO; 
understanding none of the languages in which the 
apostles spake; imagined that they were uttering a 
jargon; and that the whole transaction was either an 
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imposture, or as (hey rather believed, a dranketi 
frolic. But we have the testimony of tHo^e who 
were the only competent judges of the fact, that 
nothing of the levity or incoherence of drunkenness 
appeared either in the matter or the manner of these 
extraordinary discourses. The matter was the won- 
derful woi^s of God, the great mystery of godliness 
displayed iii man's redemption. And' upon this ab- 
struise and weighty subject each speaker delivered 
himsdf with perspicuity and propriety in the lan- 
guage that he used ; though this was probably the 
first occasion in his life on which he had either used 
it himself or heard it spoken. For of the fifteen 
languages which the sacred text enumerates, many^ 
Z believe I might have saih the greater part, were as 
little known in Judea in the time of the apostles, as 
the languages of China and Japan are at this day in 
£urope» Our Saviour had also promised, that the 
Holy Spirit should lead his disciples into all truth : 
Ac<iordingly the immediate illumination of the un- 
derstanding upon his visible descent was not less 
remarkable than the new powers of elocution. To 
the very last moment of our Lord's continuance on 
earth, the apostles cherished the fond expectation of 
a temporal kingdom to be immediately established : 
^^ Lord wilt thou at this time restore the kingdom to 
^'IiwaelP'^ .was the last question that they asked 
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just before Ohrist ascended* After the descent of 
the Holy Spu*it we find no^traces of this prejudice 
remaining. The charge of intoxication drew from 
Bt. Peter an apology^ very remarkable for the bre* 
vity and the perspicaoas arrangement of the nn** 
studied argument^ as well as for the commanding 
strain of manly rhetoric in which it is conveyed. In 
this speech the apostle discovers a dear insight into 
the sense of prophecies^ which till this houb it is 
certaiin he had never understood. He insists on the 
spiritual nature of, the kingdom to which he now 
understands his Lord to be exalted at God^s right 
hand ; he proves it by prophetic passages of the 
Psalms ; and he insists upon the present miracle as 
an instance of his power. ^^ Being exalted/' says 
he^ ^^ to the right hand of 6od| and having received 
^^ the promised Holy Spirit from the Father^ he has 
^^ poured out that which ye noW see and hear.'' I 
would remark by the way^ that these last words^ 
^^ ye see and hear/' deserve attention. Something 
extraordinary it seems was publicly seen^ as well 
as heard, by the multitude upon this occasion. But 
we read of nothing that was visible but the appear- 
ance of the fiery tongues. This appearance there^ 
fore was not a private one, confined to the chamber 
where the apostles were sitting when the Holy Spi- 
rit came upon them; but it continued visibler <ni the 
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head of eaeh when fbey came abroad to speak to thd 
multitude. So that the appearance of this glorious 
lights the token of 6od^s immediate presence^ no less 
than the consistence and propriety of the discourses 
that were delivered^ refuted the base charge of 
intoxication. 

Thus the visible descent of the Holy Ghost npon 
the day of Pentecost^ as it was a completion of the 
tarliest prophecies^ and a verification of the Baptist's 
prediction^and of our Saviour's promises^ is a seal 
of ttie general truth of the Christian doctrine. And 
as the ptivate hopes of every Christian depend upon 
the general truth of the revelation^ the Holy Spirit 
thus sealing the doctrine^ in some sense ^^ seals every 
^* true believer to the day^n^f redemption.'' 

But agam^-^-This visible descent of the Holy 
Spirit was in itself^ without any reference to former 
prophecies and promises^ a seal of the general truth 
of Christianity^ as it was a token of the merit of 
Christ's atonement, and the efficacy of his interces- 
sion with the Father, ^ the Author of every good 
'^ and perfect gift." *^ I will pray the Father,'^ said 
Jesus to his disciples, ^' and he shall give you ano- 
*^ ther Comforter.'^ The coming of that other Com- 
forter is a certain argument that Christ's intercession 
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hw prevailed^ and a rare ground of hope thai it 
shall equally prevail for all the purposes for which 
it shall be exerted. Again, — ^if we consider the 
Comforter as sent immediately to the churcli by 
Christ himself, which is the Scripture doctrine, his 
visible descent was an instance of that power which 
Christ exercises at the right hand of God for the 
welfare and preservation of his church. In this 
light therefore, as a token of the Father's acceptance 
of Christ's atonement, and of the power exercised 
hy Christ in his exalted state, the visible descent 
of the Holy Ghost was a seal of the Christian doc- 
trine. And the hope of every believer being built 
on the acceptance of that meritorious sacrifice,' and 
on Christ's power to raise the dead bodies of his 
servants from the grave, and transform them to the 
likeness of his own ; whatever is in the nature of 
the thing, a certain sign of almighty power exerci- 
sed by Christ, and of the merit of his sacrifice, is a 
seal of every believer's hope of his own final re- 
demption. 

As the visible descent of the Holy Ghost, and the 
powcsrs which were conveyed by it to the first Chris- 
tians, made the proper seal of the Christian doctrine^ 
30 the power of imparting these extraordinary en« 
dowments in certain due proportions to other Chris- 
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« 

tinnsi, was the seal of thel apostolical office and . 

authority. That the apostles^ were exdasirely 

possessed of this extraordiDary privilege is evidiefiit 

from the history of the first converts of Saitoria: 

The gospel was preached to them' by Philip the 

deacon^ who baptized his converts of both sexesi 

And when the apostles, who as yet resided at Jeni^ 

salem^ heard of Philip's sueceiss in Samaria, they 

sent thither Peter and John ; who seem to havQ 

been deputed for the express purpose of condmuni-i 

eating the miraculous gifts of the 3pirit For whei| 

they were come down they prayed for the% /^ that 

^^ they* might receive tHte lloly Ghost : For as yet bd 

^ was fallen upon none of them.'' And after theses 

prayers the two apostles ^^ laid their handii upon 

^^ them, and they received the Holy' Ghost." Thai 

the gifts conveyed to these Samaritan converts by 

the imposition of the bands of the aposdes were of 

the- miraculous kind, is evident in the^r^ place 

from this general consideration, that the persona^ 

who received these gifts had already been baptized 

by Philip ; and the ordinary gifts of the Bpirit^ 

those moral influences by which every believer must 

be regenerated in order to his being saved, are con- 

filFred in. baptism. The same thing is further evi« 

dent from the partieiUars of the story. Simon the 

sorcerer ^m of the number of Philip's converts ; 

3P 



Digitized by 



Google 



230 

. ^ When Simon saw that the Holy Spmt wu grren 
^^by tbe impoflition of the apostles' hands^ he offered 
^^ them money^ sayings Give me also this power^ 
<^ that on whomsoever I may lay my hands he may 
^ receive the Holy Ghost.'^ It is evident, that the 
Holy Ohost which was given upon this occasion by 
the apostles was ^ome sensible gift of a very extraor* 
dlnary and notorious kind^ which Simon saw; and 
he vainly and impiously imagined^ that the power of 
conferring it might be of great use to him in carry* 
ing on his trade of magical delusion. The power 
therefore of imparting these miraculous gifts was 
(he peculiar seal of the apostolical office^ and some> 
share of them seema to have been the constant effect 
of the imposition of their hands. The ffR thai seems 
io have been the inost generally bestowed is that of 
tongues. For when St. Paul lai^ his hands upon 
the £phesian converts of Apollos^ the effect was, 
that the Holy Ghost came upon them in his sensible 
operations^ and they ^^ spake with tongues and pro- 
^ phesied f^ that is^ they celebrated the praises of 
God and of Christ. And in the first epistle to the 
Corinthians the apostle making a distinct and orderly 
enumeration of the miraculous gifts^ places that of 
tongues last^ as among great things the least consi- 
derable. Indeed it appears from that eplsfle^ that 
it was possessed and exercised by many in the Ce^ 
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finibiaii dmreb^ who had little discretkm in the vm 
of it. This therefore seems to have been of Ihe 
extraordinary gifts the most common. And the con- 
eeit of soiAe learned men^ who have imagined that 
titts gift was not one of the standing powers of the, 
primitive church in the apostolic age^ but a partieu- 
iar miracle that aecoiQpanied the first descent of the 
Uoly Ghost upon the day of Pentecost^ and hit 
subsequent descent on the family of ^Comelius^ the 
first Gentile convert^ and that it was nevi^r heard c| 
but in these two instances; this conceit of some 
learned ^men who lived about the beginning of the 
Beformation^ is vain^ and destitute of all foundation. 
But to return: — ^The Holy Spirit by the power' 
with which he invested the apostles of communica- 
ting his extraordinary gifts, to their converts in due 
proportion^ according to the exigencies of the church 
and the merits of the persons on whom their hands 
were laid^ sealed their authority. And as the true 
believer's hopes rest on the authority of the apostles 
ta preach Christ's religion^ the Holy Spirit thus 
sealing their authority^ seals all those who embrace 
and practise the faith they taught ^^ to the day of 
^^ redemption.^' 

The miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit were also 
a visible mark of God's acceptance of the Gentile 
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eOATievtii Aiid a ptitiottlar iseal of ihem ^^to the day 
^^ of redemption.'^ 

Bftt 4he seal of whidi the aposUe speaks io my 
text I rathor take to be the ordinary iaflaeaee of ihe 
Holy Qfhost than any or all oi the jnivaculooi end&Wi- 
mentg* This may be inferred wilh eert^nty frost 
ihe paraUel pagsage in the iSBcend eiaatle to the 
Corinthians^ ^yhere he says^ that God hap. sealed iis 
jby ^^ giving i^ earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.^ 
Many of the ipassions of the mind^ — f^Sl^ fear^ joy^ 
frief^ surprise^ aod others^ — ^when they rise to aay 
(Considerable faei£^t| ha?e a sensible efeel; on the 
motion of the bloody .to accelerate or retard iiys circar 
Ution^ tocoUeet andccpfine h iii.the hearty or to 
drive it to the external surface of the body^ ., Hence 
the effect of these passions on the body is particularly 
felt in Uie regioi) of the hearty which was therefore 
the part first thought of for the seat of the sonl. 
Afterwards when men eame to understand that the 
hfpin is the immediate organ of sensatiim^ they rqjBi- 
ned^ and allotted disUm^ seats^ to the understand- 
ing^ the panly passions, and the ajipetites; placing 



* Plato in th^ T)mseiis. 



Digitized by 



Google 



2S3 

tiie first in the brain^ tlie seeond in the hearty and 
the last in the liver. Hence in all languages^ and 
with all writers sacred and j^irofane^ (he heart is used 
figumtively to denote the moral qualities and disjpo- 
fiitions of the mind. And this expression^ ^^ the 
^' Holy Bpiri^ in our hearts/^ can signify no other 
thing than his ordinary infldences^ on these moral 
qualities and dispositions in every true believer. 
These influences^ the apostle asserts^ are to every 
Ghristian fhe seal of his redemption. And this, 
which is the doctrine most immediately arising from 
my text, I purpose hereafter to discuss : Imploring 
the assistance of that Spirit who is with the faithful 
to the end of the world, to givQ me the power t6 
declare, and you'^to apprdiend, this great and Inter^ 
esting^ but difficult and mysterious branch of the 
doctrine of redemption. 
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SERMON V. 



Ephesiaks^ iv. 90. 

^^Jtni grieve not the holy epirit of^Godp wherehy ye 
^^ are sealed unto the day of redemptions^ 



IN my last diseoarse upon these vords of the 
apostle I told you^ that the seal of the Spirit^ in this 
•nd all other passages where the suae image may 
occnri is to be understood of those gifts and grwes 
which the Scriptores teaeh us to ascribe to the 
immediate operation of the holy spirit of God« And 
taking the expression in its most extensive meaning, 
as comprehending the miraculous as well as what 
are called the ordinary influences, I shewed you, 
that those miraculous powers which subsisted in the 
primitiye ages may with great propriety be esteemed 
a seal of eveiy private Christian's hope; inasmuch 
as they were the seal of the general truth of the 
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Christian doctrine ; the seal of Christ's power ; the 
seal of the efficacy of his intercession and the merit 
of his sacrifice ; the seal of the authority of the apos- 
tles to establish that new religion by the terms of 
which we hope for mercy ; and the seal of the accep- 
tance of the Gentile converts^ who enjoyed their 
share of these extraordinary endowments so long 
as they subsisted ttt all in the Cbriitian charch. 

I come now to treat a doctrine which^ if I mistake 
not^ is a: source of greater and more general comfort^ 
and Is the doctrine more immediately arising from 
the text^ that the ordinary influences of the Holy 
Spirit on the mind of every true believer^ are to 
every individual of that description a particular" s^al 
of his personal interest in the glorious promises of 
tiie gospel. A doctrine foil of the truest cottsolati^ 
and th& highest jiyy^ but v^ liable to be misuMTer* 
stood, etreal^dittcsrltiefii have infdeisd tieen raised iU 
it by those who bare uDfskilfulIy lAaintainied tinA 
those wbd have rashly d^iied it: B is to be treated 
therefore with accuracy and caution ; and we mush 
rely on the assistance of that ^irit Wlki^ We truHt^' 
is in this and iti all ages wift the MMkA teacher 
ind diligent hearcf of tk^ woi^^ to cohdn^t nis tor the 
thilb in this inforteait but dilKetfii^ dixqtiiMtfonl 
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The proposition which we apprehend to be implied 
•in the text^ and which is inculcated in innumerable 
. passages of holy writ is this^ that the ordinary influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit on the heart of every triie 
believer are to every such person an earnest of his 
final salvation. These influences are an immediate 
action of the holy spirit of God upon the mind of 
man^ by which he is brought to will and enabled 
to do according to God's pleasure ; to master tbd 
; importunity of appetite ; to curb the impetuosity qT 
passion; to resist the temptations of the world ; to 
baffle the wiles of the Devil; to deny himself; 
,to take up his cross and follow his crucified Lord 
through the strait and thorny paths of virtne to the 
peaceful seats of epdless bliss and glory. It is the 
doctrine of the Scriptures, that a strength conveyed 
from God into the Christian's mind renders him suf- 
ficient for these great performances*^ And the text^ 
assuming this doctrine as a confessed and certaia 
truth, teaches him to conclude, that God's enablin|; 
him to do what without God's assistance could not 
be done, is a certain argument of God's merciful de- 
sign to promote him to that happiness hereafter, for 
which the habits of a religious temper here are the 
natural preparative. And admitting the premises, 
the conclusioq seems obvious and inevitable. It 
was wisely said by the philosophers of old, that 



Digitized by 



Google 



2SS 

Natare does nothiDg in vain. It was said wisely, 
because the whole of ^nature is conducted by the 
continual providence of the Bein^ who created it* 
In what are called the operations of nature God is 
the fitat and sovereign agent. And a wise being 
cannot act but to some end ; nor can it be but that 
infinite power must attain the ends to which it exer- 
ted. The maxim therefore, that Nature never acts 
in vain is true ; but the truth of it rests upon the 
wisdom and power of God, who made and governs 
nature. And it is improperly alleged as itself a first 
principle dT science^ of original and intrinsic evi- 
dence, since it is only 9» consequence from a higher 
and more general principle, ^Uhat God never acts 
^^in vain.'^ This principle obtains universally in the 
moral no less than the material world. No act of 
the Deity can be without an end : And when God 
enables the believer to become that character which 
shall be the object of his mercy in a future life, the 
only end to which this action can be directed is, to 
bring the person on whom it is performed to that 
state of future happiness in which this character fits 
him to be placed. So that if the principle be true, 
that without a constant action of God's spirit on the 
mind of man no man can persevere in a life of virtue 
and religion, the Christian who finds himself empow- 
ered to lead this life cannot err in his conclusion, 
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that God's power is at present exerted upon himself 
in bUi own person for his final preservation. 

But here it may be reasonably be asked^ by what 
sensible evidence any private Christian may be as- 
aured that he is himself a sharer in these sanctifying 
iofluenees of the Spirit ? For when they are men- 
tioned as the seal of his future hopes^ thiwe seems 
to be an appeal to something, of which there is a 
sensible perception as an evidence of the reality of 
those things which are not yet become the objects 
of perception and sense. As the seal affixed to a 
declaratory deed is a si^nsible mark and token of 
the internal purposes and invisible resolutions of the 
human mind, the sensible evidence of the action of 
God's spirit on Ms own the Christian must look for 
in the integrity of his own principles and the inno- 
cence of his life. It may be said of the Holy Spirit 
what Christ has said of other spirits, ^^ by his fruits 
^ ye shall know him/^ ^^ The fruit of the Spirit is 
"love :'^ Love of God, from a just sense of his 
perfections, which render him no less the object of 
ratknal love than of holy fear; love of man, as 
created in the image of G;od ; a more especial love 
' of Christians, a^ brethren and members of Christ 
" Jot :" A mind untroubled and* serene amidst all 
the discoujragements and vexations of the world; 
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a full satisfaction and entire complacency in the 
ability of a holy life. ^^ Peace :" A disposition and 
endeavour to live peaceably virith all men, not only 
by avoiding what might justly provoke their entnity 
and ill-will, but by a studious cultivation of the 
friendship of mankind by all means which* may be 
consistent with the purity of our own conduct, and 
with the interests of that religion which we are 
called upon at all hazards to profess and to maintain. 
^^ IjONG*8Uffebing :'' A patient endurance of the 
evil qualities and evil practices of men, even when 
they create particular disturljMinee and molestation 
to ourselves, founded on an equitable attention to 
that natural infirmity and corruption from which 
none of us are entirely exempted ; a temper more 
inclined to bear than to retaliate much unprovoked 
injury and undeserved reproach, esteeming injury and 
reproach a lighter evil of the two than the restless 
spirit of contention and revenge. ^^ Gentleness, 
^* goodness, faith, meekness, temperance :'^ 
These are the fruits by which the spirit of Gfod is 
known. But every man's own conscience must de- 
cide whether these fruits are ripened to any perfec- 
tion in his heart ; whether these are the ruling prin- 
ciples of his conduct. If his conscience is void of, 
offence towards God and towards man : If he makes 
it the business of this life to prepare for hii| future 
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extstenee: K he qi^s the present ' world without 
ftbudog it : If he is patient in affliction^ not elated 
in prosperity ; mild in power^ content in servitude ; 
liberal iti wealthy honest in poverty ; fervent in de- 
votion, temperate in pleasure : If he rates not the 
present worid above its real worth, and sets his chief 
afiection on eternity : — ^This propriety of conduct in 
the. various ifituations of life; this holy habit of the 
soulinming from the things that are seen and look- 
ing forward tathe things invisible, is the undoubted 
wfHrk of God's holy spirit. It is therefore an in- 
staoce of mercy extended in the present life to the 
person on whom the eflfect is wrought, and the surest 
earnest of the greater mercies promised in the life to 
come. For God being immutable in his nature and 
his attributes, and uniform in the methods of his 
govemn^nt, the experience of his present goodness 
is the firmest ground of future hope. Bat of the 
reality of tha;i improved state of sentiment and man* 
ners from whidi the mereifiil interposition of God's 
spirit is inferred, every mati's own spirit, that is, his 
eonscieni^e is the judge ; and the judgment of con* 
science must be taken from the setisible effects of 
godly ^spositions and a holy life. 

But is this all? Is the believer's assurance of his 
sanctifi(}ation nothing more at last than an inference 
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of Ins own mind from the favowmMe testimony of 
hie eonsoienoe ? This is indeed the case. Yet thib 
assarance is iio inconsiderable thing ; for the infer- 
ence is certain and infallible. ^^ Beloved/^ says 
8t. John^ ^^ if onr hearts condemn us not then have 
^' we confidence towards God/^ And the rule by 
which the heart must judge is this : ^^ He that prac- 
^^ tiseth righteousness is righteous, in like manner 
^^ as he, that is, as Christ is righteous.^' And ^^ every 
^^one that practiseth righteousness is born of him.^' 
And to the same purpose our Lord hiibself : ^^If 
^^ any one love me he will keep my word : And 
^^the Father will love him ; and we will come unto 
^^ him and make our abode with faim/^ Thns you 
see, he that keeps Christ^s commandments is in the 
love of Christ and of the Father : He that doeth 
iigbieeosBess is born of God : He that is absolved 
by his eonscien^ may be confident God absolves 
him. And yet St. Paul assures us, that he ^^ who has 
^not the spirit of Christ is none of his.^? And St. 
John, that the evidence 4hat we are in his love and 
under the proteetiott of Ms providence is, ^^that he 
^ has given us of bis own spirit.^ In these te^ts 
the very same thio^^are dented of him whdslulibe 
without the Spirit, which in those before alleged, are 
aflivmed oC him y^hfim^ eonscienee shall b|e, p^re. 
Evidently therefove the eonnexicm is iiecj^saiy and 
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eonstant between a good life and a regenerate mind^ 
and where there is a conseiende Toid of offence thero 
is the sanctifying Spirit of the Lord, 

Many^ it is troe^ pretend to isomething more than 
this^ and speak of the action of the Holy Ghost upon 
their minds as something of which they haVe an 
immediate and distinct perception independent of 
the testimony of conscience; and they describe it 
as something that they know by what they feel to be 
the internal operation of the Spirit. This is indeed 
a bewitching doctrine which may easily steal upon 
the unwary, npon men of a sanguine temper an4 a 
weak judgment, because it seems to open a new 
source of comfort But this persuasion is not of 
him that calleth us. It is visionary and vain. We 
have the express declaration of him who alone has 
a perfect understanding of man's nature and of God's, 
and who alone therefore understands the manner in 
whii^h the ^ivine Spirit a^ts on man^s ; we have tlie 
express declaration of him who sends the Spirit Into 
tl^e hearty of his disciples^ that its operation is no 
otherwise to be perceived than in its effects. He 
compares it to the cause of those currents of the at*- 
Biosphere of which the effects are manifest and no- 
,toriou8, though the first efficient is what no sense 
discerns, and the manner of its operation what no 
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philosophy can explain : {' The wind bldweth where 
^^ it listeth^ and thou hearest the sound tbereof^ but 
^ canst not tell whence it cometh or whither it goeth. 
^^ So is every one that is born of the Spirit." 

Those who, unmindful of this declaration of our 
Lord, stand for a perception of the Spirit indepen- 
dent of conscience, it is to be supposed are little 
aware that no greater certainty of the Spirit's ope- 
ration would arise from the feelings they describe^ 
were it real, than conscience may afford without iC 
For of the reality of this feeling, could we cruppose 
it real, conscience still must be the judge, because 
conscience is the seat of all internal perception. 
Oonscience is the faculty whereby the mind in every 
moment of its existence perceives itself, with every 
thing that either naturally belongs, or for the pre- 
sent time is incident to its being and condition ; its 
present thoughts, its present designs, its present 
hopes, fears, likings, and aversions: Of these or 
any other circumstances of its present state ; of any 
thing itself may do, or of any thing which may be 
done to it, the mind can have no feeling but by this 
faculty. Whatever may excite or impress the feel- 
ing, conscience is the place, if the exjiression may 
be allowed, where it must be felt. Apperception 
therefore of the mind, of any thing done «to itself 
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diiS(tifiet from : tlto pjBrcej^ion^' of 4be conseietice^ ii 
no less an absurdity in the velry first ecnc^piSM^) 
tkaa an object that should be ,se6a ^vithouit mefetingo 
the eye^ or a sound that should be heard wi<faQi^'« 
stril^iog .OH; thjd foa* It is something to be intQi^MiUy 
pjBrQ^ived otherfvise than by the faQull^ Of int^i^iiaV 
percepttom, Andit is ia vain loralleg^ God's powr . 
er foi* the pjrodttetioH of 8ucil leelingBr becbuse ua 
powers/can effect impossibilitifis* If therefore that: 
interm^Vfoeling to which enthusiasts preteod were 
real/, it would 'indeed be a neW matter of employ- 
ment for ibe' coifeeience; but it would add nothing 
to the; sectirHy of our present condUion^. or to thei 
certatnty^of outjdistant ho]pes« /For'Mnaider hoWr 
thd cawsr stands whiiout these delinga^ Gonfldeism* 
attestii^ that the life ia^ innocent and th; heart siik<^^ 
cerey falih draws ttfe; conclasiim that this upright; 
heart and blameless conduct is the work of the holy' 
sptvit of 6od* And thus in'the sensible effect aof !a 
refomed' life and regenerate midd^ it discov<;^s'ft'' 
teNn of 6od% present fitvour. C3onsider on the* 
other Hattd^ how £ir the case will be altered by the 
su^podMondf anifftttonal feeling of the Holy Spot's 
iifteenci:/' Atl that could be feit would be the^^eci^ 
an iibpl^ession on the mind. This impression^ th4 
conscience alone couSd feel. That'this impression 
Ml in^tfjie conscience should be from God's spirit 
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rtllier than from any' other i^nt^ would still be a 
eondorion to be made by faith. And t^ what sign 
w token coaid faith disceni between the divine 
9fiai and ^nother^ but by those good works which 
ad divine Spirit elaims as his proper uid his con« 
stent fraits? You see therefore that the accession of 
these pretended internal feelings would neither 
ehange the ground nor improve the certainty of the 
Christian's hc^e. The ground of his hope would 
remain what it has been shewn to be without themi-^ 
the eonelusions of faiA from the testimony of oon- 
seience* Only Ous diffiirenee is to be observed be« 
Iweea the fictitious and thb real eas^ that no inter- 
nal feeMng^ other than the consciousness of good 
qpmltiM ahd hidy hahits and diiq^oeitions^ conki he 
interpreted by a troe and uuMlightened fidthas a 
. pai fd the Spiiit's 'taiMtifyittg influence. Beeaue 
the ex^^eeis doctrine of the gospel bdng what it w,. 
It id oo 1ms the part of a true faith to disbelieve tte 
reality et any immediate perc^tion of the mysterious 
intercourse between God's spirit and iim humsft 
niul^ than to ^idbrace w^ all thankMness the be* 
Hef of a constant unperceived communion. Fw fte 
ou m denied hf the veiy same autli^y by wUeh 
the other is assel!ied. And to disbelieve what 
Dhtlit hath denied no less thun to believe what he 
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Christ 

If I have delivered njntU wiih the pep^pieuity 

at whkh I have aimed^ you will hf^^ aeni^ble that wa 

neither nboUn^ nor weakea^ the te#ii»pn; of the 

Spifit by br^Dg it to re$t nffm the. testimony ^ 

aomtiaeiica. This does by no wmm kAqw the 

hopea of the ChiistiaR to w]lM|t theQr might be if the 

4iBstiiaQBy of tiie %irit were Mmoved. To pereclfe 

this the mose elearly^ make 4he «ippMitioii for a 

awmeBt^ that liie daetawe of the gospel being in all 

other points exactly whi^ it is^ this ariiele of the 

Spirit's general and ordinary inflnenee had been 

Icept cqitirely out <if sigU ; there is no abrardity in 

snppoftJBfe ^ihat Sod naght hayeacted jnst at mtrnp 

taa^ he does upon the hearts of the faithfol^ td^ 

ftm^h nan had never been made acquslBtied with 

this wondMol part of the scheme of his salvafiloft. 

And notwithstanding his ignoiance in this particular 

tj^^wd Clnristian would still have found in tl^ 

lavonrable teg%i|iHiy of his consdcaice^ a s^d ground 

0i future hope. , j^ut this hope^ thragh perhaps not 

less, ftrm^ must have been by manjr degrees less 

jigpinws and animatiii^ thim tibat whidi he now de- 

avea from tiie bi^lief of the Holy Spirit's constant 

< iqperati<m w hU^ heart For on thcf supposition of 
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1&I Ignormce upon; this point/ bis condntton con- 
cerning his own fatnre condition must bave^ been 
drawn from a peranasion of the truth of God's gene- 
fal promises to all perimnis of that reformed character 
which he might understand to be hi» own. Whereas 
with the knowledgei (hat he actnally enjoys^ his 
liop^^s are baUton a personal experience of'God^ist 
presisttt goodfiCSBr <¥oasee therefore whsitgratttode 
we owe to God/ both' fir (he «ispes4able gift and fS^ 
tbA clear knowledge t»f it whidl be has given ns; 
which rendeMt'it to eiTery OhristiaDf in the present 
life the privkte and personal seal of his fatnre ex* 
pectatioQS. 
' ■ ^ ' •• 

It. remains for me briefly to remind you, tbat.tbc 
eibet of a seal in any ciril ebnimet is to fasten tlib 
conditions of the covenant upon both parties. And 
thus it is to bcunderstood> that the seal of the Spirit, 
Its it confirms the promises on the part of *God, and 
fenders them in some measure personal to every one 
^ who iinds the impression of this seal in the testimray 
of his conscience, so it confirms the obligation to a 
boly life, and rendars; it 'personal onthe pitrt of ^ 
Chriitian. Tttere^is a general obligation upon all 
mankind to a strict discharge of the dbtics Of reH- 
ponas far as tbeyiare made known to tbem, arising 
fpom ttieirinUriuic .fitness and propriety, and finmi 
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asfiheiir Creator and Preserver. There is a more 
particular obligation upon Ohrilrfians to observe tbe 
injunctions cl^ their Lord^ arising firom the particular 
benefits and blessings of the Christian covenant^ 
from* the clear discovery of ftiture rewards and pun- 
ishments^ and from the wonderfol tnanifestation of 
§ie«rlAies' cff 'Oed^« mercy^ wha gave his Son to die 
-ibr us while we ^ivere enemies. But there is besides 
ffafese ' general 6Migations^^-4)esides the obligation 
upon all men 'to their natural duties^ upon all Chris- 
Uans to the pnAUc^injunctimis of their Lord^--4faere 
;is, 1 sayv besides^ upon eveiy true 'Christian #hb 
has tasted 6( the heavenly ^ft^ and been madie par- 
'tak«r of the Holy Ghost; who experiences in the 
improvement of his'own mind and manners the]pre- 
sent powers of the world to come ; upon every such 
person there is a special and personal obligation to 
cleanse himself from all impurity of flesh and spirit^ 
^nd to perfect holiness in the fear of God, Especi- 
ally to listen with a vigilant and interested atten- 
tion to the private admonitions of his own conscience^ 
which is indeed nothing less than the voice of God 
within him. For as it is certain^ on the one band^ 
tlmt no man has any testimony fh>m the S|>irit of 
his present sanctification^ no assurance of his final 
salvation but what is conveyed to hun through the 
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coDBcieace; so it is equally certain^ on the oCher, 
tliat every good suggestioii of the conscienee pro* 
eeeds from the spirit of God. And whoever stifles 
these suggestions^ whoever is not diligent to consult 
this internal monitor, or reluetantly and imperfectly 
obeys him, grieves the Spirit whose oracle he is. 
And the danger is, that the Spirit will be quenched, 
ttat those assistances will be withdrawn which neg- 
ligence and perverseness render ineffectual and 
useless. For God's grace is given to help the in* 
Ibrmities of tlie upright and sincere, but it will not 
forcibly reclaim the refractory or the tlioughtless. 
^^ Give therefore all diligence to make your calling 
^^and election sure:'' For this shall effectually 
. secure ^^ your admission into the everlasting kingdom 
^ of our liord and Saviour Jesus Cluist. To 
^^whom,'?&c 



FINIS. 



iMeph BabMCcaw, PkiBtoi 
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